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A More Perfect Union: Creating Our Constitution
Grade Level: Grades 2-3
United States History
Time Required: 2-3 Days

Lesson Summary:

Students will learn what our Constitution is and why it was written.  In this lesson, the students will study the Preamble to the Constitution to develop an understanding of the reasons why the Constitution was needed and how it shaped our nation’s system of government.
Objectives:

The students should be able to:


1. State the purpose and role of the Constitution.



2. Determine how the Constitution helped shape our system of government.



3. Understand how historical documents influence past, present, and future events.


4. Understand how the basis of our political system is the right of our people to make and alter 


    the constitution of our government.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	American Patriots
	Politeia/Regime
	British Empire

	White Male Land Owners
State Assemblies

Continental Congress
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Monarchy/Aristocracy

	Republicanism
 Magna Carta/Mayflower Compact
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Magna Carta
Anglican Church

	Liberty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Loyalty

	


Key Terms:
Constitution of the United States
(n.)
The basic law or laws of a nation or a state
Preamble


(n.)
The opening of the Constitution that states its purpose

blessings


(n.)
Approval that is given
justice


(n.)
Fairness based on morals and law

Liberty


(n.)
The state of being free and independent 
Posterity


(n.)
Future generations
Tranquility


(n.)
A state of peace
Union


(n.)
Bringing together two or more groups
Welfare


(n.)
Personal well-being
Amendments


(n.)
Additions or changes
Bill of Rights


(n.)
The first ten amendments to the United States Constitution

Constitutional Convention 

(n.)
The convention held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania where the




Constitution was drafted.

Delegate


(n.)
A person sent to represent or act for others
Democracy


(n.)
Government by the people
Historical Background for the Teachers:
The Articles of Confederation, our nation’s first constitution, set up a league of states, but did not establish a national union. A strong central government was not in existence and was clearly needed. Congress lacked many powers such as the authority to tax and regulate trade. Thirteen independent states were being governed by their own laws. Often the states’ legislation conflicted with one another. States began taxing goods brought in from other states. Free trade no longer existed with the British Empire.  States were also battling over land claims in the West. In addition, large war debts from the Revolutionary War needed to be repaid resulting in high tax levies. Prices were also being inflated during this time period.  Farmers were losing their farms and many people were falling deep in debt, which was a crime at the time, leading to resentment and anger in the states.  In 1786, Shays Rebellion disrupted court sessions in Massachusetts and nearly seized the state arsenal. The federal government could not pay for armed forces to protect the citizens of the state, nor could it make the states comply with the laws set by the federal government. This act demonstrated that the government needed more power in times of crisis. With the ever growing turmoil of quarreling amongst the states and the possibility of foreign military intervention, it was recognized that a stronger central government was necessary to maintain the Confederation.
 Delegates met at the Constitutional Convention held in Philadelphia in May of 1787 to write a new Constitution for the United States. The Constitutional Convention was held May 25th to September 17, 1787. Fifty-five delegates attended the Convention. The first order of business appointed George Washington as the presiding officer of the Convention. Rules of the Convention were determined. Such rules included that each state receive a vote, the majority of the states voting would determine the outcome of the question, and that all business was to be conducted in secrecy.
During the Constitutional Convention, it was debated how representation would occur in the Congress. Smaller states feared that they wouldn’t be fairly represented.  Larger states believed that they should have more representation in Congress.  After analyzing the Virginia and New Jersey Plans and debating endlessly, a compromise was reached. As a result of “The Great Compromise” also known as “The Connecticut Compromise”, there would be two houses with representation.  The House of Representatives would be determined by its population and in the Senate, each state would have two Senators. It was also decided that the population of a state would be based on the free population with the addition of 3/5 of the slave population.
The new Constitution set up the framework for our U.S. government by establishing the three branches of government and creating checks and balances to prevent one branch from abusing its power.  This was extremely important because many people had feared that a strong central government may be too similar to the British government. The Constitution Convention ended on September 17, 1787. All thirteen stated voted for ratification of the Constitution.  It became the supreme law of our nation on June 21, 1788. The Bill of Rights was added to the Constitution on December 15, 1791. James Madison wrote the ten amendments that were added describe the basic freedoms granted to our nation’s people.  It is stated in the Bill of Rights that the government can not violate these rights. The Constitution is a working document that continues to be perfected as our nation changes through time.
Anticipatory Set:
Review how other historical documents such as the Mayflower Compact and Articles of Confederation established rules and governing procedures. The teacher will work with the class to create a set of classroom expectations and procedures. Prior to creating this set, the class will discuss the goals of the school year and the rights of the students. A plan will be developed to insure that each student is afforded the opportunity to meet these goals. The students will work together to agree upon these expectations. The teacher will post the final agreement of expectations. Each student will sign the document to express his/her approval.
Do Now Activity: 
Students will respond to the following writing prompt: Tell which three classroom rights are most important to you and explain why you chose these rights.
Procedures:
I. 
Previous Night’s Homework



a. Review definitions of key terms.

II.
Day One of Lesson Procedure



a. Review the Binary Paideia with the students.

b.Complete Anticipatory Set and Do Now activities.



c. Review key terms.


d. Read aloud pages 1-21 in If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution by 


    Elizabeth Levy.



e. Use a map to show students the location of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.



f.  Discuss the events that led to the Constitutional Convention. 



g. Create a timeline that represents the events leading up to the Constitutional Convention.


III.
Day Two of the Lesson Procedure



a. Review key terms.

b. Read aloud pages 22-44 in If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution by     
      Elizabeth Levy.

c. Read We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow.
d. Introduce the Preamble to the Constitution.  Break the Preamble into parts.  Write each phrase on a sentence strip.  Introduce key terms for the Preamble and discuss the meaning of each phrase.

IV.
Days Three-Five of the Lesson Procedure



a. Review key terms.


b. Show the Cicero PowerPoint The Story of the Constitution.

c. Continue reading  If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution by Elizabeth Levy.

d. Review key terms and each phrase. Together as a class recite the Preamble to the Constitution.

e. Introduce project. Students will work in groups to create a representation of the Preamble.

Groups may choose to write and illustrate a book, create a PowerPoint presentation, or create 
other visuals such as posters. As a culminating activity, the students will present the projects 
before their peers. This activity can be modified to meet the ability levels of the students.

Homework:
Students will continue to read If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution by Elizabeth Levy for homework.
Assessment:
The students will work in groups to illustrate the values and principles which are expressed in the Preamble to the Constitution. The students will be assessed for their participation in the completion of the group project and classroom discussions.  
Extensions:
A preamble will be created for a school’s government. 

The students will participate in a role-play exercise to illustrate the concept of compromise. The students will work together in groups to role play a playground situation where friends want to do different activities. Each group will brainstorm possible solutions. Each group will prepare a skit to perform in front of their peers. Then together as a class, work to agree upon a decision that pertains to a relevant classroom activity such as a special reward day.
Resources:
Books:
If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution by Elizabeth Levy (Scholastic, 1987)

We the Kids: The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States by David Catrow (Scholastic, 2002)
A More Perfect Union: The Story of Our Constitution by Betsy and Giulio Maestro (Lothrop, Lee & Shepard Books, 1987)

We the People: The Story of Our Constitution by Lynne Cheney (Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2008)

Websites:

http://www2.cicerohistory.com/Cicero/c/5/YoungLearners/LessonPlans/2-TheUSConstitution.pdf  (Powerpoint Presentation-The Story of the Constitution)
http://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/preamble-constitution-how-do-you-make-more-perfect-union
http://constitutioncenter.org/ncc_edu_Students.aspx
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