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Mercy Otis Warren: A Way with Words
Grade Level: 5
United States History
Time Required: 3 35 minute class periods

Lesson Summary:

Because students will be distinguishing the differences between “Patriots” and “Loyalists” in their course of study in this grade, they will need to obtain some biographical information on some key people in the fight for liberty.  One such person is Mercy Otis Warren, who, by her circumstance, intellect, skill and associations was able to influence many people through her writings: plays, poems, essays.  This lesson will enable the students to become active researchers and by completing a web quest, they will be able to learn about Mercy Otis Warren, analyze a quote, and extend what they have gleaned about her by either comparing her to other women of the time, or writing a poem that highlights her life and influence on the cause of freedom in the colonies
Objective:
1. Students will analyze biographical information on Mercy Otis Warren to distinguish those characteristics and relationships that enabled her to become an outspoken public figure for independence.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Segment of Society
	Time Period
	Segment of Society

	Federalists
	Constitutional
	Anti-Federalists

	Constitutional Federal Republic
	Politeia/Regime
	Democratic State Assemblies

	Upper White Class Males
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	White Male Landowners

	Constitution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Declaration of Independence, Bill of Rights

	Ordered Liberty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Individual Liberty

	


Key Terms:
Conspire
v
to plan secretly to do something (wrong)
Heroism
n
the act of being brave; courage

Incidents
n
events; stories; situations

Loyalist
n
person who remained loyal to the British government during the American         Revolution

Monarchy
n
government headed by a king or queen

Patriotism
n
love or support for one’s country

Patriot
n
person, who loved, supported and defended their land as well as fought for their rights to become an independent country

Redcoats
n
The British soldiers during the American Revolution

Revolution
n
A complete change in government or rule

Satirize
v
to poke fun at; to attack the weakness or mistakes of people

Tories
n
Political party that believed the king should keep firm control of the colonies

Whigs
n
English political party that mostly believed that the colonials should be allowed to govern themselves.

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Prior to the signing of the Declaration of Independence, tensions grew in the American colonies between Britain and the colonists. There were many people who felt ready for the colonies to make a break and form a nation based on democratic principles.  They wrote articles, stories, poems and songs to express their feelings of readiness for independence. Mercy Otis Warren was one such incredible woman of her day.  This is the woman who will be the focus the lesson below. 
Mercy Otis Warren was born in September of 1728. She was the only daughter in a family of boys.  Luckily, her parents allowed her to be tutored along with her brothers, something that was traditionally not done at the time.  However, Mercy was bright and had such potential.  Writing was one of her gifts. She was also politically aware, not only because she was surrounded by family who conversed about the politics of the day, but also because she had access to the political leaders and events of the day.  Fiercely independent, she waited until the age of 26 to marry.  Mercy’s husband, James Warren (a politically active man and college friend of her brother) encouraged her to continue her “scribbling” and she began to write poems and essays.  James Warren continued to foster Mercy’s love of the written word by filling their home with books and supporting Mercy’s writing endeavors.
Mercy’s patriotic writing began as a fun venture, and she shared her work with her family and friends.  She even published Massachusetts Song of Liberty, and this song became one of the more popular colonial songs.  When her husband James go involved in discussions and meetings regarding revolution and liberty, the Warren home became a gathering place for those passionate about freedom.  Mercy was a counselor of sorts to her husband and his friends, including Samuel Adams and John Hancock.  She developed a strong dislike for then governor of the Massachusetts colony, loyalist Thomas Hutchinson.   Because women were not involved in formal politics, Mercy shared her thoughts and feelings in her writings.  Because she was an eye witness to the violence and hardship of her day, her work was invaluable.  Because her plays were controversial and because she was a woman, her identity was often kept from her works.

Interestingly, Mercy kept a record of the Revolution.  She would share stories with friends and family and wrote a 3 volume collection of events entitled History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution.  Not only was this valuable for historical content, but it also showed the skill of a woman writer.  She was an unmentioned contributor to the Bill of Rights, and all through her life, was able to show the power of one.
Anticipatory Set:
Class will review what they have learned about the differences between Loyalists and Patriots from previous lessons.  Teacher will present class with T chart with the heading loyalists v. patriots and will question class:  “Why would some colonists want to remain loyal to the king? Why would others want to be independent?”   Student suggestions will be noted.  Teacher will invite class to brainstorm ways that colonists might try to promote independence (students may note these ways: printing handouts, meetings, Sons of Liberty gatherings, protests…) – Teacher will direct discussion to the written word, and will share with the students that they will investigate the life of a patriot named Mercy Otis Warren to analyze her work and see how her work was influenced by her life, circumstance and circle of friends as she was able to write and speak out for the cause of freedom, as well as record a history of the American Revolution.  (Conversation may turn to the role of women at the time, and this can be investigated as well before or after web quest begins).
Do Now Activity: 
Focusing on the written word, students will analyze this brief poem written by Emily Dickinson:
A word is dead when it is said, some say-

I say it just begins to live that day!    (E. Dickinson)
Teacher will allow students time to reflect on what that poem may mean. After a few minutes of reflecting, allow students time to share in class.  This should invite the class to think about the power of the written word and its influence on those who read it!
Procedures:
I. Break students into pairs and invite them to search the internet to respond to the questions given them. The questions will allow them to research her family life and connections, her early writings, quotes and analysis.  

(Questions will be distributed along with web sites, and students will begin work on day 1, continue and complete on day 2, and share on day 3.)

II. After 2 class periods of investigation, students will gather as a large group and share what they had gleaned.  Teacher will facilitate open discussion, and pairs will respond and share.  Individual students may share their quotes and interpretations.

III. Quotes will be printed in large type and placed around an image of Mercy Otis Warren and displayed, “Hall of Fame” style, in the classroom. Students will help by printing and preparing quotes and teacher will print out image from peacekids.net (Color Me pix)

IV. Extension activity will be completed independently by students, to make connections with other women in history, or make a poem tribute to Mercy Otis Warren, or to give her work a contemporary spin by turning her words into email exchanges or a blog.

*** Please see Resources section to see Web Quest Questions, etc.

Homework:
Choose one quote of Mercy Otis Warren and explain what you think it means. (Refer to the “do now” activity which invited students to reflect on the written word. Be sure to keep the quote in its historical time frame.
Assessment:
Day 3 of this assignment will allow student pairs to share and reflect on their search, and gather with the larger group to share what they thought one of Mercy Otis Warren’s quotes might mean.  Quotes will be placed around a print of Mercy Otis Warren to create a class display and a visual of her words.
Extension:
Provide students the option to complete any of the following:
1. Do additional research and compare how different women helped inspire others to consider the idea of independence at this time. (ex. Abigail Adams, Martha Washington, Molly Pitcher, Phillis Wheatley)

2. Write a poem highlighting the life and contribution of Mercy Otis Warren as a Federalist – poem can be written as a free verse poem or may rhyme.
3. Noting the women mentioned above, plot the states from where these women came on a map.

4. Give Mercy Otis Warren an IM name and provide a series of email exchanges (or even a blog) she might have written to other Patriots if she was alive today. 
Resources:
Teachers’ Curriculum Institute,  History Alive! America’s Past , Palo Alto, CA, 2001 – Chapter11
On-line sites to use in the web quest
http://www.peacekids.net/heroes/pages-w/warren-bio.htm
http://www.librarycompany.org/women/portraits/warren.htm
http://en.allexperts.com/q/U-S-History-672/Mercy-Otis-Warren-contribute.htm
http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2008/11/mercy-otis-warren.html
http://novelguide.com/a/discover/ewb_16/ewb_16_06739.html
http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/mercyotiswarren.htm
http://blog.mises.org/3314/the-remarkable-mercy-otis-warren

Web Quest:

Team Members: _______________________

Directions:  Use this paper and the links provided to investigate the life, words and works of Mercy Otis Warren, patriot author from Massachusetts.  Be sure to read each question carefully, and respond in complete sentences.  

1. Where and when was Mercy Otis born?  (see http://www.peacekids.net/heroes/pages-w/warren-bio.htm)
2. Did she have siblings?  Were they brothers or sisters? 

3. Did Mercy receive a formal education?  How did she learn? Why did she have to learn the way she did?
(see http://www.librarycompany.org/women/portraits/warren.htm) 
4. Whom did Mercy marry and where did she move after she married?   (see http://en.allexperts.com/q/U-S-History-672/Mercy-Otis-Warren-contribute.htm)

5. Name the work that Mercy had anonymously published in 1772.  (see http://www.womenhistoryblog.com/2008/11/mercy-otis-warren.html)  Who is being criticized in this writing? 
6. Whom did Mercy Otis Warren meet in her home in 1772, who would, along with his wife, become a faithful correspondent with Mercy Otis Warren?  Was she for or against liberty?

7. Use the link in number 5 to find the key rights Mercy advocated.   18 months later, these points became part of the first ten amendments to the Constitution.  What are these amendments called? 

8. What is the name of the most famous work she wrote?  (see http://novelguide.com/a/discover/ewb_16/ewb_16_06739.html)

9. Read this article on Mercy Otis Warren and share a brief summary of how she developed her love for writing and her sharing her feelings with others in Massachusetts.  Be sure to include the feelings in Massachusetts at this time, and the small uprisings that were occurring.
(see http://www.socialstudiesforkids.com/articles/ushistory/mercyotiswarren.htm)

10.   Go to this site and choose 3 quotes that pertain to independence and revolution.   Write the quotes here, and choose one and explain it to the best of your ability.  (this will be part of your homework)
(see: http://blog.mises.org/3314/the-remarkable-mercy-otis-warren/)

Choose one of your quotes to share in the larger group. 
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