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Pocahontas

Grade Level:  5th/6th

United States History

Time Required:  3-----42 Minute Periods


Lesson Summary:  Students will view a popular Disney movie to separate the historical facts from the fiction.     

Objectives:

The students will be able to:

1. To map the area of Virginia and Chesapeake 

2. To  record the historical inaccuracies in the Disney movie, Pocahontas.

                        3.   To evaluate and present student findings concerning the movie, Pocahontas.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Powhatan Tribe
	Pre-Colonization 1607
	British Colonists

	Chief Powhatan
	Politeia/Regime
	King of England

	Chief/tribal members
	
Politeuma/Ruling Order
	White, male colonists

	Creator selected tribe to care for their “Mother”.
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is?
	King of England issued charter for ownership of land.



	Honesty
	Virtue/The highest moral excellence.
	Trust

	


Key Terms:

Jamestown      n.
The first permanent English settlement in North America.

Pocahontas     n. 
Powhatan, Indian female who met John Smith at the age of 11-12 years old.  Her real 
name was Matoaka, and Pocahontas was her childhood nickname.

Powhatan       n. 
A Native American Indian tribe located on the east coast.  The name “Powhatan” 
originally belonged to a village on the James River.  From that village came a chief 
named Wahunsonacock.  The English, in error, called him “Powhatan”.

John Smith    n.
An English gentleman, soldier, and adventurer who took control of Jamestown to make 
sure all colonists worked.

John Rolfe    n.
An English gentleman who developed a high grade tobacco.  He also married 
Pocahontas. 

Historical Background for the Teachers:

In 1607, after the unsuccessful attempt to establish a colony at Roanoke,  another group of 104 men tried again.    

The Virginia Company of London, through their joint-stock company, financed a journey to Chesapeake Bay.

The men had in their hands a charter from King James I to establish a colony in the Chesapeake area.  From the

beginning, their adventure was horrible.  The land was swampy and full of malaria-carrying mosquitoes.  The

men became sick with high fevers and ill from the drinking water.  To make matters even worse the colonists

were deceived by the London Company who told them they would find gold.  Ultimately this search for gold

lead the men to avoid building shelters and growing crops.

By January 1608 only 38 men were alive.  John Smith instructed all men to work if they wished to eat.  Smith

grew concerned about their safety and had an existing wall extended around Jamestown.  He also 

convinced the local Native American tribe, the Powhatans, to trade corn with them.  The English in later years

learned to cook and consume such animals as, tortoises, birds, and raccoons.  As well as their ocean catch of

sturgeon and oysters.   Unfortunately in 1609,  John Smith had a gunpowder accident and had to return to

England.   The population by this year had ballooned to over 800 English settlers.

Tensions grew between the colonists and the Powhatans.  Trading stopped!!  The colonists did not leave the

walled fort for fear of being killed.  The population had dropped to 60.  This period was called the 'starving

time'.   It lasted until 1610 when two ships from England and Lord De La Warr, the new governor, arrived and

instilled strict discipline.  The starving time ended.  

John Rolfe soon arrived on the scene in 1612.  He introduced a  crop to be cultivated and sold back in England. 

Tobacco became a success immediately.  The population increased in Jamestown and more workers were

needed.  African Americans and indentured servants from England were introduced in to the work force.  The

cultural differences between the English colonists, African Americans and the Native Americans began to

escalate. 

In 1613, Pocahontas was captured.  Her ransom was too much for the Powhatan Tribe, but their negotiations

continued.  The colonists during this time tried to convert her to Christianity.  One of these colonists was John

Rolfe.  She was baptized a Christian and soon after married Rolfe in 1614.  Her new name was Lady Rebecca

Wolfe.  She later gave birth to a son, Thomas.   The tension subsided for a small period of time, called the Peace

of Pocahontas,    But in response to all the land grabbing by the colonists,  Powhatan later went on to kill

hundreds of the Jamestown people.

As for Pocahontas, her marriage to John Rolfe was very short-lived.  They returned to England in 1616 to raise

money for the Jamestown colony.  Upon packing for their trip across the Atlantic,  Pocahontas had become

infected with smallpox and died March 17, 1617.

Procedures Day 1

I. Procedure

A. Previous Night's Homework

     1.  Map of Virginia and Chesapeake area 

     2.  Students will locate cities and rivers in the Virginia area

                 3.  Students will color map and create a key as written in instructions

            B.  Day 1  Lesson

1. Review BinaryPaideia with students

2. Anticipatory Set – Students will record answers to 10 True and False statements about Jamestown, Pocahontas, and additional statements about the first permanent settlement.

3. Collect.  The statements will be re-evaluated at the completion of the 3 lessons.

C. Discussion with students:  Topic:  Jamestown

1. What historical figures do you think we are going to examine?

2. Where in the world are we?  (Look at maps form Homework)

3. When did the event occur?

4. Why are we exploring this event through  a video, Disney's Pocahontas?

                   D.  Assessment:  Play Kagan's Who Am I?   Teacher will use people, places and things discussed in 

today's lesson.


       E.    Homework:  Read from their text the section on Jamestown.  Pgs. ____ to ____ 

Procedures:  Day 2

Do Now!

Why do you think producers do not accurately present the historical facts in their movies?  Some producers delete facts, alter facts, or enhance them to the point of being incorrect.  Please record your responses.  We will share them in an activity later today.

Anticipatory Set:  

Teacher will use an Elmo Document Camera to show Disney pictures of Pocahontas, John Smith etc.  Gathering actual pictures from the Cicero site, the instructor will pair the pictures together.  For example:  Disney's Pocahontas with Cicero's portrait of Pocahontas.   Run through once with no talking or responses from class.  The second time ask the class, “Who Am I?”    

Lesson:

Students will watch the first 20 minutes of Disney's Pocahontas.  Each student will record historical inaccuracies they have observed.  Maintain the list for tomorrow's lesson.

Assessment:  To discuss “Do Now” introduction activity.  Teacher will record response on SmartBoard.  Catorgoize responses as bad thing to alter history and who cares, it's entertaining.

Procedures:   Day 3

Do Now!   What was historically accurate in the film, Pocahontas?

Anticipatory Set:   Review the rules for Kagan Activity:  Think-Pair-Share.

Number students 1 through 6.  Each number shall meet in a group in a separate area to secure secrecy.  Each group, with 4 members,  will have a job.  

· Recorder

· Materials Monitor

· Presenter

· Quiet Captain

Lesson Day 3: 

Each group of students will share their responses to the historical inaccuracies with another person.  Recorder will then write agreed upon responses on large chart paper.  Review the responses again to be sure the presenter can read them.  

Assessment

Teacher will randomly call on each group to present.   Students will return to their groups;  select new jobs;  and review their answers from yesterday's Do Now.  Do producers have the right to alter the facts when presenting a historical related film.  Record and present.

Teacher will return Anticipatory Set ditto from Day 1.  Allow students to make changes in recorded answers.

Collect for assessment.   Return for discussion.

Additional Activities:

To assign reading parts for the play on the Cicero site:  Jamestown Survives

Teacher may do a similar activity with Pocahontas II.
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