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Understanding the First Amendment through Art

Grade Level: Elementary – Grade 2
United States History

Time required:  4 days	

Lesson Summary:
	Students will explore the rights granted by the Constitution and the freedoms guaranteed in the First Amendment.   In particular students will understand the concepts of:  freedom of speech, freedom of assembly and freedom of worship.  After understanding these ideas, students will look at paintings that depict these freedoms.

Objectives:
· Define the Constitution and Bill of Rights
· Explain some of the rights and freedoms guaranteed in the Bill of Rights
· Examine artwork with a critical eye


	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
American Colonies under Articles of Confederation
	Time Period
1781 - 1791
	Society
United States under
Constitution


	State Governments
	Politeia/Regime
	Federal Government

	Governors / Legislatures
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	President / Congress


	States acted alone in its own best interest
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is	
	United country

	Individual Liberty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Ordered Liberty

	



Key Terms:
Constitution	(n.)	document that describes the basic laws and principles by which the nation is governed.	

Amendment	(n.)	changes made to a law or legal document.

Freedom			(n.)	the condition of being free.

Rights			(n.)	something to which someone has just claim.

Speech	(n)	the communication or expression of thoughts in spoken words.

Assemble	(v)	to collect in one place or group.

Worship	(n)	show a belief in God

Religion	(n)	the service and worship of God or the supernatural.


Historical Background for the Teachers:
The Articles of Confederation was the first governmental system of the United States.   The Articles of Confederation was a loose league of friendship between the states and each state had its own constitution and was separate and really governed itself.  The founding fathers quickly discovered that it wouldn’t work.  The state governments retained most of the power with a subordinate position given to the central government.  The central government commanded little respect and was not able to accomplish much because it had little jurisdiction over states or individuals.  And the Articles were almost impossible to amend so problems could not be corrected.
In May 1787 a group of the nation’s leaders met in Independence Hall in Philadelphia.  They had been sent as delegates to find ways to improve the national government.  The meeting became known as the Constitutional Convention.  Many compromises were reached as the Convention delegates worked on the Constitution.  They agreed to take away some of the powers of the states and to increase the powers of the new national government.  The national government was given the power to tax, to regulate trade among the states and with foreign nations, to raise armed forces and to coin and print money.
When the Constitution was sent to the states in 1787 for ratification, many Americans wanted a bill or list of rights added to the Constitution. The Bill of Rights became part of the U.S. Constitution in 1791.  The First Amendment is probably the most familiar to us because the rights described are so close to our daily lives.  Freedom of Religion guarantees Americans the right to practice any religion or to practice no religion at all.  Freedom of Speech guarantees that Americans are free to express their thoughts and ideas.  Freedom of Assembly means that Americans are free to meet to discuss problems and plan actions.
According to an old saying, “One picture is worth a thousand words.”  Using paintings or photographs in teaching is an excellent way to enhance a lesson.  A painting or photograph does not speak for itself.  You have to know how to read and interpret a picture before you can fully grasp its meaning.  Following are some guidelines:  determine the subject, examine the details, determine the artist’s point of view and then put the data to use.

 

Anticipatory Set:
Review the causes of the Revolutionary War by reading We the People – The Declaration of Independence by Michael Burgan.  Make a sequence chart listing important events of the Revolutionary War
		
Do Now Activity: 

Construct a KWL chart which will determine what the students know about the Constitution and its purpose, what they want to know as to how it affects their lives and what they’ve learned through creating a First Amendment of their own.  
		
Procedures:
 
Day One:
1)	Discuss the need for a Constitution that would unite the newly formed country.
2)	Read the U. S. Constitution by Norman Pearl to allow for a better understanding of the problems that the early framers of the Constitution faced.	
3)	Show a copy of the United States Constitution and focus on the first amendment.
4)   Review the words: religion, assembly and speech

Day Two:

Norman Rockwell (1894-1978)					
Freedom of Speech, The Saturday Evening Post, 1943						
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-gGsUOZEbmBw/TWFLutd_zKI/AAAAAAAAAXQ/ZtbGcJXpNWA/s1600/Four_Freedoms_Norman_Rockwell_Painting_Freedom_of_Speech-1LG.jpg]                         

1) Show a copy of the painting by Norman Rockwell entitled Freedom of Speech.  Allow the students a minute or two to silently view the image.  After that time, using Visual Thinking Strategies, ask the students, “What’s going on in this picture?”  “What do you see that makes you say that?” What more can you find?”
1a) Explain that before the Revolutionary War England could throw a colonist in jail for criticizing the government.  The First Amendment guarantees that we can say or write just about anything you want.
1b) Ask questions about the painting:  What kind of clothes is the speaker wearing?  What kind of clothes are the other people wearing?  Are the other people showing respect to the speaker?  How can you tell?










 Childe Hassam (1859-1935)
Allies Day, May 1917

[image: http://www.harpers.org/media/image/blogs/misc/childe-hassam-allies-day-1914.jpg]

2)  The First Amendment guarantees the right of people to peaceably assembly.  In some countries like China and Burma, their governments can tell the people that they can not gather together.  Name some reasons why students would want to gather together in a group.
2a) Show a copy of the painting Allies Day, May 1917 by Childe Hassam. The painting demonstrates the support Americans showed in New York City when we entered World War I.  Allow the students some time to study the painting.  
2b)  As the students use visual thinking strategies, ask questions such as “Which flag is most numerous?”  “Which country’s flag is flying the highest?”  “Do you think it shows that he is proud to be an American?


















Norman Rockwell (1894-1978)
Freedom to Worship, The Saturday Evening Post, 1943

[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_-KUf_bdPGWI/TKI7jRjiweI/AAAAAAAAfWo/MQWO91UiL7c/s1600/NormanRockwell_FreedomOfWorship.jpg]


3) Show the painting Freedom to Worship by Norman Rockwell.  It illustrates the part of the First Amendment that says that congress shall make no law establishing religion.  Many of the early colonists came to America to be able to freely practice their own religion.
3a) Have the students look closely at the painting.  Ask questions such as:  Do you see examples of objects used in religious services?  What word would describe the expressions on the people’s faces?

Homework:  Have students cut out pictures from magazines or newspapers, examples of freedom of speech, religion and assembly.

Day Three:
1)  Divide the class into three groups, one for freedom of religion, speech and assembly.  Lay out all the cutout magazine pictures.  Have each group collect the pictures of their assigned freedom and glue them to a poster board.
2) Still in their assigned freedom group the students should brainstorm examples of their assigned freedom that is expressed in school or on playground.  Write the ideas under the pictures.
3) Each group shares their posters and ideas with the other groups.

Homework:  Choose one of the paintings and imagine the scene in the painting is the beginning of the story.  Write a paragraph telling what happens next in the story.





Assessment:
Three new groups are formed each with the task of creating their own version of the First Amendment as it applies to the classroom.  The posters can be used as a reference tool.

Extension:
Look for other examples of the three freedoms in art forms either paintings or photographs.

Resources:
We the Kids by David Catrow (Scholastic, 2002)
Shh! We’re Writing the Constitution by Jean Fritz (G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 1987)
If You Were There When They Signed the Constitution by Elizabeth levy (Scholastic, 1987)
The Bill of Rights in Translation by Amie Jane Leavitt  (Capstone Press, 2009)
The Bill of Rights by Norman Pearl (Picture Window Books, 2007)
The U. S. Constitution by Norman Pearl (Picture Window Books, 2007)
Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government for Kids  bensguide.gpo.gov/3-5/citizenship/rights
The Big Picture: The Constitution.   dailynews.yahoo.com/full-coverage/yahooligans/constitution

Author of Lesson:
Denyse Bieg
Ulysses S. Grant Historical Literacy Fellowship
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