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Colonial Religion & Culture:  Wm. Penn and the Quakers

Grade Level: 11th Grade
United States History
Time Required: 1 Class period (42 min)

Lesson Summary:

Class will begin with a warm up question related to the Jamestown settlement and colonists desire to generate wealth.  This should lead to a discussion on settler’s motivations in the other regions. Reinforce the idea that political and religious considerations played a vital role as to which regions people chose to settle in.  Briefly explain that Wm. Penn desired Pennsylvania to be a colony that practiced religious toleration and compassion in addition to commerce.  Show excerpts from power point presentation on William Penn found at http://online-history.org/us1-docs/William-Penn-Holy-Experiment.ppt 

Create a Venn diagram on the smart board labeled Colony Comparison—Jamestown vs. Pennsylvania-use a word bank to help facilitate completion.  For homework ask students to create a poster or advertisement for Pennsylvania in their interactive notebooks.            
Objectives:

Students will identify the principles upon which Wm. Penn established the government of Pennsylvania. 

Students will be able to evaluate primary sources for information and perspective.
Students will evaluate the effectiveness of Penn’s desire to create a colony that truly practiced religious tolerance.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
American Colonies/Pennsylvania

	Time Period
1681-1787

	Society
Great Britain

	     Colonial Government
	           Politeia/Regime
	Monarchy & Parliament

	Landowning White Males
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Aristocracy & Gentry

	Natural Resources, Religious Tolerance, Philadelphia as a cultural and economic center


	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Mercantilism 

English Bill of Rights



	Religious Tolerance, respect for all people
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Tradition & Loyalty

	


Key Terms:
Religious freedom, Lenni Lenape Indians, Wm. Penn, Quakers, pacifism, Commonwealth 
Historical Background for the Teachers:
William Penn was born in London on October 24, 1644, the son of Admiral William Penn. Despite his social position and education, young Wm. Penn shocked his upper-class associates with his religious conversion to the Society of Friends, or Quakers. The Quaker religion was founded in 1677 when Penn was just three years old.  As a new faith in a country where Christianity was well established and sanctioned by government Quakerism was quite controversial especially because it rejected established religious rituals (church service led by an ordained minister), their refusal to swear oaths, fervent opposition to fighting and war, and other unique customs usually alienated the practitioners from their countrymen.  Because of their differing beliefs Quakers were openly persecuted. Penn however was able to use his wealth and social status to protect himself and some of his fellow believers. Despite the unpopularity of the Quakers, Penn was accepted in the king’s court because of his association and friendship with the Duke of York who will go on to become King James II.

The Charter--King Charles II owed William Penn $32,000, money which Admiral Penn had lent him. Seeking a haven in the New World for persecuted Friends, Penn asked the King to grant him land in the territory between Lord Baltimore’s province of Maryland and the Duke of York’s province of New York. With the Duke’s support, Penn’s petition was granted. The King signed the Charter of Pennsylvania on March 4, 1681, and it was officially proclaimed on April 2. The King named the new colony in honor of William Penn’s father. It was to include the land between the 39th and 42nd degrees of north latitude and from the Delaware River westward for five degrees of longitude. Other provisions assured its people the protection of English laws and, to a certain degree, kept it subject to the government in England. Provincial statutes could be annulled by the King. In 1682 the Duke of York deeded to Penn his claim to the three lower counties on the Delaware, which are now the state of Delaware.

In April 1681, Penn made his cousin William Markham deputy governor of the province and sent him to take control. In England, Penn drew up the First Frame of Government, his proposed constitution for Pennsylvania. Penn’s preface to First Frame of Government has become famous as a summation of his governmental ideals. Later, in October 1682, the Proprietor arrived in Pennsylvania on the ship Welcome. He visited Philadelphia, just laid out as the capital city, created the three original counties, and summoned a General Assembly to Chester on December 4. This first Assembly united the Delaware counties with Pennsylvania, adopted a naturalization act and, on December 7, adopted the Great Law, a humanitarian code that became the fundamental basis of Pennsylvania law and which guaranteed liberty of conscience. The second Assembly, in 1683, reviewed and amended Penn’s First Frame with his cooperation and created the Second Frame of Government. By the time of Penn’s return to England late in 1684, the foundations of the Quaker Province were well established. 
Three hundred years later, William Penn and his wife Hannah were made honorary citizens of the United States, by act of Congress. On May 8, 1985, they were also granted honorary citizenship by Pennsylvania.

The People of Pennsylvania---(Native Americans) Although William Penn was granted all the land in Pennsylvania by the King, he and his heirs chose not to grant or settle any part of it without first buying the claims of the Native Americans who lived there. In this manner, all of present Pennsylvania except the northwestern third was purchased by 1768. The Commonwealth bought the Six Nations’ claims to the remainder of the land in 1784 and 1789, and the claims of the Delaware’s and Wyandotte’s in 1785. The defeat of the French and Indian war alliance by 1760, the withdrawal of the French, the crushing of Chief Pontiac’s Indian alliance in 1764, and the failure of all attempts by Native Americans and colonists to live side by side led the Native Americans to migrate westward, gradually leaving Pennsylvania.

(English) – Quakers were the dominant English element, although many English settlers were Anglican. The English settled heavily in the southeastern counties, which soon lost frontier characteristics and became the center of a thriving agricultural and commercial society. Philadelphia became the metropolis of the British colonies and a center of intellectual and commercial life. 

(Germans) – Thousands of Germans were also attracted to the colony and, by the time of the Revolution, comprised a third of the population. The volume of German immigration increased after 1727, coming largely from the Rhineland. The Pennsylvania Germans settled most heavily in the interior counties of Northampton, Berks, Lancaster, and Lehigh, and in neighboring areas. Their skill and industry transformed this region into a rich farming country, contributing greatly to the expanding prosperity of the province. 

(Scotch-Irish) – Another important immigrant group was the Scotch-Irish, who migrated from about 1717 until the Revolution in a series of waves caused by hardships in Ireland. They were primarily frontiersmen, pushing first into the Cumberland Valley region and then farther into central and western Pennsylvania. They, with immigrants from old Scotland, numbered about one-fourth of the population by 1776. 

(African Americans) – Despite Quaker opposition to slavery, about 4,000 slaves had been brought to Pennsylvania by 1730, most of them owned by English, Welsh, and Scotch-Irish colonists. The census of 1790 showed that the number of African Americans had increased to about 10,000, of whom about 6,500 had received their freedom. The Pennsylvania Gradual Abolition Act of 1780 was the first emancipation statute in the United States. 

(Others) – Many Quakers were Irish and Welsh and they settled in the area immediately outside of Philadelphia. French Huguenot and Jewish settlers, together with Dutch, Swedes, and other groups, contributed in smaller numbers to the development of colonial Pennsylvania. The mixture of various national groups in the Quaker Province helped to create its broadminded tolerance and cosmopolitan outlook.  

Anticipatory Set:
“The world is too dangerous for anything but truth and too small for anything but love.” ~William Sloan Coffin How important is religious freedom?    How was Wm. Penn able to maintain peaceful relations with the Native American’s when the colonist in Jamestown could not?
Do Now Activity: 
In the left hand pages of the student’s interactive notebooks they should answer the warm up question – Have you seen the Disney movie Pocahontas?  What were they hoping to achieve?  How close is it to the real story?  
Procedures:
Assign reading /background information on Wm. Penn & the Quakers for the previous night’s homework.  Begin class with a warm up question related to the Jamestown settlement and colonists desire to generate wealth.  Ask students if anyone has seen the Disney movie Pocahontas?  How close is it to the real story?  Students should then be asked to relate what they know about the religious beliefs of the colonists; this should begin discussion on settler’s motivations. Reinforce the idea that political and religious considerations played a vital role as to which regions people chose to settle in.  Briefly explain that Wm. Penn desired Pennsylvania to be a colony that practiced religious toleration and compassion in addition to commerce.  Show excerpts from power point presentation on William Penn found at http://online-history.org/us1-docs/William-Penn-Holy-Experiment.ppt 
Create a Venn diagram on the smart board labeled Colony Comparison—Jamestown vs. Pennsylvania-use a word bank to help facilitate completion.  For homework ask students to create a poster or advertisement for Pennsylvania in their interactive notebooks.            
Homework:
Students will create a poster that advertises the Pennsylvania colony for settlement. 
Assessment:
Students will be using the smart board to organize and order information on the founding of Pennsylvania and Wm. Penn’s/Quaker contributions.

Students will create a Venn diagram comparing the Jamestown colonies with Pennsylvania.

Students will create a poster that advertises the Pennsylvania colony for settlement. 
Resources:
· The Journal of John Woolman
http://www.strecorsoc.org/jwoolman/jw_index.html 

· Perspectives in American Literature
http://www.csustan.edu/english/reuben/pal/chap2/woolman.html 

· Inner Light http://www2.gol.com/users/quakers/inner_light.htm 

· Joe Taylor’s Searching
http://www2.gol.com/users/quakers/joe_taylor.htm 

· Meeting the Spirit: An Introduction to Quaker Beliefs and Practices http://emes.quaker.eu.org/documents/files/meeting-the-spirit.html 
http://www.georgeschool.org/whygs/quakerism/believe.html 

· Friends United Meeting: Quaker Life
http://www.fum.org/QL/issues/9711/lou.htm 

· Quaker Wedding Practices
http://home.att.net/~snowolff/quaker/quaker.htm 

· Quakers and the Lamb’s War
http://www.peacetheology.org/papers/hillman.html 

· The Quakers, Our Neighbors, the Friends
http://www.fgcquaker.org/library/welcome/whalen1.html 
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