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LESSON REFLECTION FORM

Title of Lesson: Colonial Religion & Culture   Wm. Penn and the Quakers
Date Used: May 25, 2010
Teacher/s: Mr. Paul McCarthy
Grade Level: High School Grade 11
1. Did you feel the lesson was effective and accomplished the objective(s)?  Why or why not?    The lesson could have been strengthened by shortening the assigned reading, and beginning with a stronger hook such as “If you were an (English, Irish, German) settler which colony would you prefer to live in, New England, Middle, or Southern?  The lesson met the objectives but I spent a fair amount of time explaining Quakerism and how it differs from other faiths, I would make this into a multiday lesson in the future. A class period for religion and one for economics and politics.
2. What worked well when teaching the lesson?

The handout was detailed and fit well with the objectives. It was a good source material for the students to refer back to.  Using the smart board to compare the Jamestown settlement with Penn’s Commonwealth- Pennsylvania was highly effective (students out of their seat, everyone interacting and participating), the word bank for the student’s interactive notebooks was very important.
3.  What did not work well and how can it be changed to improve the lesson?  I tried to teach too many concepts in too short a time period.  Next time I will definitely spend a class period on religion and Quakerism itself.
4. How did students react to the lesson and how can you improve student engagement/experience?  The students were interested in the religious issues and how different it is from their experiences.  Some members of the class were interested in Pennsylvania’s willingness to be in the vanguard of abolishing slavery and were frustrated that other colonies didn’t follow suit.
5.  Did the assessment effectively measure the objectives?  If not, what needs to be revised?  It did, but I would revise the objectives to include specific activities, i.e. Venn diagrams/charts, etc.
Final Lesson Development:  Please visit the web site for the American Institute for History Education and your Teaching American History Grant Fellowship website.  Here you will find the LESSON TEMPLATE for final production and submission of this lesson to your project director.  All lessons will be posted on your fellowship website.  Your project director will define projected dates and more specific direction as needed.
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