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Constitution Day
Grade Level: 5-8
United States History
Time Required: 2 days 

Lesson Summary:

 The focus of the lesson in on understanding the Bill of Rights, the first 10 Constitutional Amendments.  Students will work in groups to create a picture and description of one of the 10 amendments.

Objectives:

Students will be able to:

*Gain a greater understanding of the amendments to the Constitution.

*Utilize critical thinking though analyzing a specific amendment.

*Demonstrate creative skills by designing a poster explaining a particular amendment.

*Identify how the Bill of Rights makes an impact on their daily life.  
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	US Democracy
	Politeia/Regime
	England Monarchy

	Federal government
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	King

	Constitution & Bill of Rights
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Revolutions

	Freedom
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Loyalty to King

	


Key Terms:
Bill of Rights (noun): a formal statement of the fundamental rights of the people of the United States, incorporated in the constitution as Amendments 1–10, and in all state constitutions. 
Amendment (noun): an alteration of or addition to a motion, bill, constitution, etc
Constitution (noun): the way in which a thing is composed or made up; makeup; composition
Historical Background for the Teachers:
September 17, 1787 was the final day of the constitutional convention.  Thirty-nine men signed the document.  This was the framework for a new government.  The Constitution created a new federal government with three branches, defined the relationships between the branches, and built in a process to change the government and the Constitution without having to create a whole new one.  Additions or changes to the Constitution are called amendments.  Within four years, people of the United States decided that there needed to be ten basic freedoms that needed to get added to the Constitution.  These ten amendments are called the Bill of Rights.

Anticipatory Set: (1-2 min)
As students enter, give them a # of 1-10.  Have a patriotic song playing.
Do Now Activity: (5 min)
Students will complete the warm up shown on the board.  (see attached)  Review answers.
Procedures:
I. Previous Nights homework

a.  Student were to respond to the question:  “Do you think we should close schools every year in honor of Constitution Day?  Why or why not.   Share answers.
II. Day of Lesson Procedure

a. Review the Binary Paideia

b. Lesson Procedure

1.  Create a power point or read the book “Virginia” by Amie Jane Leavitt to review the important of the Constitution and to review the ideas behind the Constitution.  

2. Have the students complete the Rights of Attitude worksheet.  Discuss each and see what they think.

c. Main Part of the lesson:

1. Students are going to work with 1-2 partners creating a poster that explains a given amendment.   

a. I group my students and let them pick a # 1-10 out of a “hat”.

b. Put up directions of the assignment (see attached).
c. Work!
d. Closure:  Ask the students where they ranked their amendment on the Rights of Attitude worksheet.  After analyzing it a bit more, would you change the importance to be greater or less?  Explain

e. Day 2:  Complete the project and share with the class.  
Homework:
Gather supplies to bring into class tomorrow to complete and finish up the project!
Assessment:
1.  Their explanation of the given amendment.

2.  The poster showing a picture/scene/image portraying that amendment.
(Teacher can create a rubric and show students ahead of time.  See attachment as an example.)
 Extension:
Show Safari Movie: US Constitution and The Bill of Rights
Constitution Crossword & Word find :  Available at www.constitutionfacts.com
Resources:
www.educationworld.com
http://constitutioncenter.org/
http://www.constitutionfacts.com/
Author of Lesson:
Nicole Schollins
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