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Daily Life of a Civil War Soldier
Grade Level: Sixth Grade
United States History
Time Frame: 54 minutes

Lesson Summary:
Students will obtain an understanding of the daily life of a Civil War soldier by watching video clips, analyzing primary sources, and presenting research to their peers.  Students will use this information to weigh the pros and cons of enlisting as a soldier during the Civil War.
Objectives:

Students will be able to:
· research primary source letters written by Civil War soldiers

· analyze, synthesize and present information learned about daily life for Civil War soldiers
· decide whether or not to enlist as a soldier based on facts and research
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	United States Federal Government (the Union)
	     Politeia/Regime
	Confederate States of America

	Abolitionist Republicans
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Slave Owners

	All humans are equal
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Slavery

	Pacifist and humanitarianism principles
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Patriarchal family unit

	


Key Terms:
civil war n a war between opposing groups of citizens of the same country or nation
Confederate/əˈflɪkt/ 

 n a soldier, citizen or supporter of the Confederate State of America
enlist vb to enroll for military or naval service
secede vb to withdraw from an organization (as a nation, church or political power) 

soldiering vb to serve as or act like a solder
Union  adj of, relating to, or being the side favoring the federal union in the American Civil War
Historical Background for the Teachers:
“Soldiering is 99% boredom and 1% sheer terror.” This quote written by a Civil War soldier demonstrates the dichotomy between camp life and the battlefield for soldiers during the Civil War. In 1861, southern slavery states formed the Confederate States of America and seceded from the United States government. A civil war ensued which lasted four years. During that time, almost 3 million American men fought for the opposing armies.
What was the daily experience of Civil War soldiers? Most of their experiences centered around camp life and not combat. Days were long, starting at 5:00 a.m. or 6:00 a.m. and were filled with tedious camp duties and drills. Drills lasted an average of two hours and soldiers could be required to attend at least five drills a day. One soldier offered this description of his day: "The first thing in the morning is drill. Then drill, then drill again. Then drill, drill, a little more drill. Then drill, and lastly drill."  
When not drilling, other camp duties included cooking, cleaning, building, digging, and gathering firewood as well as clean water. Conditions were uncomfortable and harsh. Sleeping quarters were overcrowded and food and water rations were oftentimes sparse. As a result, diseases such as dysentery, typhoid, measles and scurvy became rampant. In fact, more men died from disease than battle wounds during the Civil War.
When not performing military duties, soldiers found creative ways to ease the boredom, homesickness and anxiety that were common emotional experiences. They played cards and board games, organized sports games, participated in sing-alongs and religious services, and wrote many letters to loved ones.
Life in camp was punctuated by vicious and bloody battles where thousands of lives were lost. Confusion and terror reigned on the battlefield. Smoke from rifles made it difficult to see and the ground was littered with the wounded and dead. However, the terrifying experience of battle helped soldiers bond and create lasting relationships when the battle was over and they were safely back in camp.
Anticipatory Set:
Students will watch two video clips, Assignment Discovery: The Life of a Civil War Soldier, detailing what daily life was like for soldiers during the Civil War. 
Do Now Activity:
Students will pretend that they are living during the outbreak of the Civil War. They must decide if they will sign up to fight for the Union (the students live in New Jersey) and list the reasons why or why not. Students will share responses with a partner, and a few students will be chosen to share their responses with the whole class.
Procedures:
I. Previous Night’s Homework
a. Students will watch the BrainPop video, Civil War, and complete a comprehension quiz 
i. Review comprehension quiz answers with whole class and answer any student questions about the Civil War overview
II. Day of Lesson Procedure
a. Anticipatory Set
i. Watch video clips detailing the life of a Civil War soldier
b. Do Now Activity
i. Students write responses explaining their choice about becoming a soldier

ii. Share responses with classmates and whole class

c. Instructional Input

i. Teacher will introduce and summarize important aspects about a soldier’s daily life using information from Historical Background for the Teacher and Anticipatory Set video clips

d. Lesson Activity
i. Students will be grouped and each group will be assigned a primary source letter written by a Civil War soldier

ii. Students will individually read their assigned letter

1. Students meet with their group to complete the worksheet, Analyzing a Primary Source Letter
iii. Each group will present important aspects about their letter with the rest of the class, using the Analyzing a Primary Source Letter worksheet as a guide for the presentation
1. Students take notes on each group’s letter

e. Closing Activity

i. Ask students if they have changed their mind about the decision they made to become a Civil War soldier during the Do Now Activity
ii. Distribute one of two Exit Tickets based on each student’s individual choice, either “Yes! Sign Me Up to Fight!” or “No Way! I’m Staying at Home!”

1. Students write down two reasons why they will or will not become a Civil War soldier
f. Websites for students (provide web sites to assist students with homework)

i. http://www.kidport.com/reflib/usahistory/civilwar/Life.htm
ii. http://www.civilwarhome.com/camplife.htm
iii. http://www.radford.edu/~sbisset/civilwar.htm#Battlefield Life
iv. http://www.nps.gov/archive/gett/soldierlife/cwarmy.htm
Homework:
Students will have the choice to write one of the following from the point-of-view of a Civil War soldier: diary entry, letter to family member or friend, camp fire song. Students can use web sites to research information needed for the assignment.
Assessment:
· Analyzing Primary Source Letters worksheets and presentations
· Exit Ticket responses
· Homework
Extension:
· Write a news article about daily life in a Civil War camp or a battle

· Write an interview with a Civil War soldier

· Write a six-word memoir from the perspective of a Civil War soldier

Resources:
Anticipatory Set (Discovery Channel collection on howstuffworksvideos.com)
· Video Clip 1:

video.htm" 

http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/27984-assignment-discovery-the-life-of-a-civil-war-soldier-
video.htm

· Video Clip 2: 

video.htm" 

http://videos.howstuffworks.com/discovery/28690-assignment-discovery-life-of-a-civil-war-soldier-

video.htm

Previous Night’s Homework
· BrainPop Civil War video: http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/freemovies/civilwar/
· BrainPop Civil War comprehension quiz: http://www.brainpop.com/socialstudies/freemovies/civilwar/quiz/
Lesson Activity
· Primary Source Letters:
1. Captain John A. Ritter, December 15, 1861 from Camp Dumont, Near Bardstown, KY: http://gwillritter.tripod.com/jarletters1.htm
2. AJ Juckett, Arlington Heights, VA. Sept, 2, 1861:
http://www.thejucketts.com/civilwar/september21861.htm
3. AJ Juckett, Dec 27, 1861, Camp Michigan, VA 
http://www.thejucketts.com/civilwar/december271861.htm
4. John Sweet, November 1863 from Tennessee (see attached Word document)
5. William Norton, Oct. 8th, 1862 from Hilton Head, South Carolina (see attached Word document)
· Primary Source Analysis Worksheet  (see attached Word document)
Closing Activity
· Exit ticket (see attached Word document)
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