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LESSON REFLECTION FORM

Title of Lesson: Does Natural Law Exist?
Date Used: 5/20/10
Teacher/s: Hannah Greenspan
Grade Level: 7th
1. Did you feel the lesson was effective and accomplished the objective(s)?  Why or why not?
Objective 1: Students will be able to compare/contrast the meaning of “natural law” with “positive law.”  

Students showed understanding of these two terms by correctly filling out a graphic organizer, and by successfully defending their classifications of various laws as “natural” or “positive.” 
Objective 2: Students will be able to form and communicate opinions on whether or not natural law truly exists universally, in a multitude of cultures, as Aristotle believed it did.

Through the assessment, students not only showed an

understanding of natural law, but also expressed well-formed opinions on whether or not they believe natural law really exists in today’s diverse world.
2. What worked well when teaching the lesson?

• Having students classify different laws as natural or positive led to great discussion of the topic, and helped reveal misunderstandings as well as different perspectives. 

• Instead of having the 7th graders look for articles on the internet to complete the assessment, I pre-selected a large variety of different articles. This helped the students get started right away on the question, and helped them focus. Having students use the internet would have taken more time, and may have been a frustrating search for some. Using the internet for this assessment may be more appropriate for high school students, or students who have more experience doing internet research. 
3.  What did not work well and how can it be changed to improve the lesson?  
• The time spent on the definitions of natural law and positive law should have been a bit longer. Having students create and share their own definitions (in their own words) of the two terms would have benefitted the class.  
4. How did students react to the lesson and how can you improve student engagement/experience?
• Students seemed most interested at the end of the lesson during the assessment. Students were asked whether or not natural law exists in today’s diverse world. Then, they were able to browse through 13 different selected articles in order to find 3 that supported their answer. Students were engaged when deciding whether an article would support their answer, the opposite answer, or could somehow support both. Some of the articles included stories about human sacrifice, which grabbed the students’ attention and made them question one of the seemingly most basic laws: “Do not murder.”

• To improve their experience, I would extend this lesson to another day. During my lesson, students did not have time to share answers to the assessment question. Having an extra period to discuss this question would have made for interesting debate.
5.  Did the assessment effectively measure the objectives?  If not, what needs to be revised?
• The assessment gave a clear idea of how students understood the idea of natural law. In the explanation paragraph it was evident whether or not a student grasped the concept. The assessment also asked the students to decide whether or not natural law exists today, and the selection of articles as well as the explanation paragraph illustrated whether or not the student clearly and successfully supported his/her opinion. 

• To improve the actual assessment sheet, I will change the wording of the question and the format to make directions and expectations more explicit. 
Final Lesson Development:  Please visit the web site for the American Institute for History Education and your Teaching American History Grant Fellowship website.  Here you will find the LESSON TEMPLATE for final production and submission of this lesson to your project director.  All lessons will be posted on your fellowship website.  Your project director will define projected dates and more specific direction as needed.
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