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The Emancipation Proclamation 
Through the Eyes of the North and the South
Grade Level:  Upper Elementary/Middle School
United States History
Time Required: 2 days (45 minute periods)

Lesson Summary:
The focus of this lesson is the Emancipation Proclamation.  Students will learn about the importance of this document in regards to slavery and The Civil War.  By analyzing primary sources, students will be able to compare and contrast the reactions from the North and the South.
Objectives:
· Students will read and discuss information about the Emancipation Proclamation.  

· Students will analyze primary sources from the Civil War era including political cartoons and newspaper articles.

· Students will compare and contrast the Northern and Southern points of view regarding the Emancipation Proclamation.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	North (Union)
	The Civil War
	South (Confederacy)

	[image: image7.jpg]Federal Government, The Constitution of the United States of America, President Abraham Lincoln

	Politeia/Regime
	State Governments within the Federal Government, The Confederate Constitution, President Jefferson Davis

	White Male Citizens
	Politeuma/Ruling Class


	White Male Citizens

	Small farms, industry, factories

	Paideia/What makes a society what it is
	Large plantations, farming, slave labor

	Unity, Nationalism
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Honor, Tradition

	


Key Terms:  
Civil War n. a war between groups within the same country

Emancipate v. the act of freeing someone from the control of another

Primary Source n. an original document pertaining to an event or subject of inquiry

Proclamation n. a political leader’s formal public statement

Secede v. to withdraw from an organization
Slavery n. a person held in servitude of another

Historical Background for the Teachers:
Abraham Lincoln was elected President of the United States of America in the year 1860.  Lincoln was known to be an opponent of slavery.  Southern states were concerned that too much power would be put into the hands of the federal government.  They thought that individual states should maintain a certain level of power to make decisions regarding slave labor.  Without slavery, southerners feared that their way of life would be destroyed.  

As a result of Lincoln’s election, South Carolina made the decision to secede from the Union.  Several other Southern states would follow throughout the year of 1861.  These states became known as the Confederate States of America.  Jefferson Davis was elected as the President of the Confederacy and the Confederate Constitution was created.  This plan, although similar to the original Constitution, gave individual states much more freedom to self-govern.  Tensions between the Union and the Confederate states grew and The Civil War began in April 1861 with the Battle at Fort Sumter in South Carolina.  

President Lincoln made it clear that he had one main goal of the war, which was to preserve the Union.  At heart, Lincoln opposed slavery, but he had to be cautious.  Several slaveholding states still remained loyal to the Union and Lincoln did not want to cause conflict with these states.  Consequently, he attempted to avoid the topic of slavery.  However, Lincoln soon realized that the abolition of slavery could serve as a wise war tactic.  Making slavery a focus of the war would prevent Britain from supporting the South.  Britain, although very invested in the cotton that the southern states had to offer, was an opponent of slavery.  Ending slavery would further benefit Union forces because free slaves would now be able to fight on behalf of the North.

On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  He declared that slaves would be granted freedom in all states currently in rebellion against the United States.  To prevent this from happening, the Confederate states had until January 1, 1863 to rejoin to Union.  

Once January 1 arrived, slaves in rebel states were declared free.  On the other hand, slavery was not affected in states remaining loyal to the Union.  Reactions to the Emancipation Proclamation differed drastically between the North and the South.  The southern states strongly supported the institution of slavery whereas the Northern states did not.  The South relied on slaves to work their plantations.  Without them, the crops and economy might be affected.  Many supporters of slavery did not feel as though blacks had the same rights as whites.  The North, on the other hand, had an economy based on factories and smaller farms.  Slave labor was simply not needed.  Many people also found slavery to be morally wrong.  Individuals who opposed slavery were referred to as “abolitionists.”  They supported a movement to end slavery altogether.   

During the Civil War era, opinions of President Lincoln varied.  Not everyone idolized him as the noteworthy figure that is admired today.  Many questioned his motives in freeing only the slaves in rebel states.  Others were critical of the war as a whole.  They wondered when the bloody fighting would end.  Despite his skeptics, Lincoln was reelected President in November 1864.  It was not long before all slaves were granted their freedom.  The Thirteenth Amendment was passed by Congress in January 1865.  This amendment officially abolished slavery throughout the United States.  

The Civil War finally ended in April of 1865 with the surrender of Robert E. Lee to Ulysses S. Grant.  The Battle of Appomattox Court House in Virginia was the final battle.  Unfortunately Lincoln did not have long to enjoy the victory.  He was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865.  In addition to being distraught at the recent defeat of the Confederacy, Booth was an adamant supporter of slavery.  He was later caught and hanged, along with others that partook in the conspiracy plan.

Do Now Activity: 
Think about the following words:  Civil War, Slavery, A Nation Divided.  What comes to mind?  Write down at least three things.  Be prepared to share your ideas.

Teacher will conduct a Think Pair Share (students think independently, share ideas with a partner, then ideas are shared whole class).

Procedures:
I. Previous Night’s Homework
a. Read passage titled, “The Emancipation Proclamation.”  Write down three important facts that you learned.  The purpose of this assignment is for students to gain background knowledge.

II. Day One of Lesson Procedure

a. Review the Binary Paideia with the students.

b. Begin the lesson procedure.

i. Whole Class:  present the following Focus Questions:

1. What was the purpose of the Emancipation Proclamation?

2. Where were the effects of the Emancipation Proclamation?

3. How did reactions differ between the North and the South?

ii. Reread passage, “The Emancipation Proclamation,” that was assigned for homework.  
iii. Partner Activity:  students will work together and use the passage to discuss answers to the focus questions.
iv. Whole Class: introduce primary source activity.  

1. Tell the class that one way to study the different perspectives of a historical event is through primary sources such as newspaper articles and political cartoons.  

2. Explain that tomorrow, they will be comparing and contrasting the North and the South’s reaction to the Emancipation Proclamation using these sources.  
III. Day Two of Lesson Procedure

a. Review the Binary Paideia with the students.

b. Begin the lesson procedure.

i. Whole Class: teacher will select one of the primary sources to model with using the “think aloud” strategy.  Focus on the following questions: What is the source?  What is it depicting?  Whose point of view is being represented?  Explain your thinking.

ii. Small Groups: students will work together to analyze one primary source per group using the “Analyzing a Primary Source” handout.
iii. Whole Class:  display each primary source.  Discuss and share ideas.


Homework:
Students will independently analyze two more primary sources.  
Assessment:
Informal assessment will occur by circulating and observing student participation during the group activity.  Homework assignment will be collected and checked to assess understanding.
Extensions:
Research and investigate to find other Civil War primary sources.

Pick a point of view (North or South).  Create your own “primary source,” such as a newspaper article or political cartoon.
Resources:
http://cicerohistory.com/
http://www.sonofthesouth.net/
Author of Lesson:
Cari Funk








Name ____________________

Directions:  Read the passage below.  Write down 3 important facts that you learned.

“The Emancipation Proclamation”

Southern states became concerned when Abraham Lincoln won the Presidential election of 1860.  Lincoln was a known opponent of slavery.  The South relied heavily upon slaves and feared that Lincoln would attempt to end the institution altogether.  They thought that this would destroy their way of life.  As a result, South Carolina made the decision to secede from the Union.  Several other Southern states would follow throughout the year of 1861.  These states became known as the Confederate States of America.  Tensions between the Union and the Confederate states grew and The Civil War began in April 1861.

President Lincoln made it clear that he had one main goal of the war, which was to preserve the Union.  At heart, Lincoln opposed slavery, but he had to be cautious.  Several slaveholding states still remained loyal to the Union and Lincoln did not want to cause conflict with these states.  Consequently, he attempted to avoid the topic of slavery.  However, Lincoln soon realized that the abolition of slavery could serve as a wise war tactic.  Making slavery a focus of the war would prevent Britain from supporting the South.  Britain, although very invested in the cotton that the southern states had to offer, was an opponent of slavery.  Ending slavery would further benefit Union forces because free slaves would now be able to fight on behalf of the North.

On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation.  He declared that slaves would be granted freedom in all states currently in rebellion against the United States.  To prevent this from happening, the Confederate states had until January 1, 1863 to rejoin to Union.  

Excerpt from The Emancipation Proclamation 
Abraham Lincoln, January 1, 1863 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State or designated part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom…”
Once January 1 arrived, slaves in rebel states were declared free.  On the other hand, slavery was not affected in states remaining loyal to the Union.  Reactions to the Emancipation Proclamation differed drastically between the North and the South.  The southern states strongly supported the institution of slavery whereas the Northern states did not.  The South relied on slaves to work their plantations.  Without them, the crops and economy might be affected.  Many supporters of slavery did not feel as though blacks had the same rights as whites.  The North, on the other hand, had an economy based on factories and smaller farms.  Slave labor was simply not needed.  Many people also found slavery to be morally wrong.  Individuals who opposed slavery were referred to as “abolitionists.”  They supported a movement to end slavery altogether.   

Lincoln was reelected President in November 1864.  It was not long before all slaves were granted their freedom.  The Thirteenth Amendment was passed by Congress in January 1865.  This amendment officially abolished slavery throughout the United States.  

3 important facts that I learned:
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________
Primary Source 1

"Abe Lincoln's Last Card,” Punch, Volume 43, October 18, 1862, p. 161.  A cartoon by the Englishman John Tenniel.



Primary Source 2
“Writing the Emancipation Proclamation,” Engraving, Baltimore, October 1862.  Artist:
Adalbert John Volck.
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Primary Source 3
“What Will He Do With Them?”  1862, Vanity Fair.  President Lincoln is portrayed.  He says: “Darn these here blackbirds. If nobody won’t buy them I’ll have to open cages and let ‘em fly.”

[image: image3.png]



Primary Source 4
Newspaper Article, The Staunton Spectator, November 29, 1859, p. 2, c. 2 

While the crazy fanatics of the North imagine that the poor negro, smarting under a galling sense of his degradation, and inspired by a noble impulse of resistance to tyranny, is ready at a moment's warning to grasp the murderous pike and fight for his freedom, the people of the South feel the most perfect security in the full assurance that they possess not only the willing obedience but the strong attachment of their slaves. It is a most egregious blunder to suppose that we who live in the enjoyment of all the benefits of the "peculiar institution," live also in constant dread of insurrection and rebellion, and go to our beds at night with the terrible apprehension that our throats may be cut before morning. Not a bit of it. We sleep as soundly and sweetly as though we were surrounded by an armed body guard of chosen defenders, in the confident belief that our ebony friends will not feel the slightest disposition to "rise". . . 

…But in addition to their confidence in their own servants, the people of the South place their trust in a higher power, whose protecting care they expect in time of peril. They believe that an institution of slavery is ordained in Heaven, and that the slaveholder who trusts in the Almighty arm will find that arm a refuge and a fortress. They expect to be delivered from the snare of the Abolition fowler and the noisome pestilence of fanaticism. Truth is their shield and buckler, and they are not afraid of the terror by night nor the arrow that flieth by day. 

Primary Source 5

Political Cartoon
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POMPEY. "What day ob de month id dis, Massa?" 
MASTER. "Twenty-sixth December. Why?" 
POMPEY. "Oh! cause you knows Massa LINKUM he gib us our Papers on de First January, God bless um; and now I wants to say as how you allus was a good Massa, and so I'll gib you a Mont's Notice to git anudder Boy.
Primary Source 6
A Letter from Spotswood Rice to his Children, 3 Sept. 1864 

My Children I take my pen in hand to rite you A few lines to let you know that I have not forgot you and that I want to see you as bad as ever now my Dear Children I want you to be contented with whatever may be your lots be assured that I will have you if it cost me my life on the 28th of the mounth. 8 hundred White and 8 hundred blacke solders expects to start up the rivore to Glasgow and above there thats to be jeneraled by a jeneral that will give me both of you when they Come I expect to be with, them and expect to get you both in return. Dont be uneasy my children I expect to have you. If Diggs dont give you up this Government will and I feel confident that I will get you Your Miss Kaitty said that I tried to steal you But I'll let her know that god never intended for man to steal his own flesh and blood. If I had no cofidence in God I could have confidence in her But as it is If I ever had any Confidence in her I have none now and never expect to have And I want her to remember if she meets me with ten thousand soldiers she [will?] meet her enemy I once [thought] that I had some respect for them but now my respects is worn out and have no sympathy for Slaveholders. And as for her cristianantty I expect the Devil has Such in hell You tell her from me that She is the frist Christian that I ever hard say that aman could Steal his own child especially out of human bondage… 

…Oh! My Dear children how I do want to see you 

Primary Source 7
A Letter from Spotswood Rice to Kittey Diggs, September 3, 1864 

I received a letter from Cariline telling me that you say I tried to steal to plunder my child away from you now I want you to understand that mary is my Child and she is a God given rite of my own and you may hold on to hear as long as you can but I want you to remembor this one thing that the longor you keep my Child from me the longor you will have to burn in hell and the qwicer youll get their for we are now makeing up a bout one thoughsand blacke troops to Come up tharough and wont to come through Glasgow and when we come wo be to Copperhood rabbels and to the Slaveholding rebbels for we dont expect to leave them there root neor branch but we thinke how ever that we that have Children in the hands of you devels we will trie your [vertues?] the day that we enter Glasgow I want you to understand kittey diggs that where ever you and I meets we are enmays to each orthere I offered once to pay you forty dollers for my own Child but I am glad now that you did not accept it Just hold on now as long as you can and the worse it will be for you you never in you life befor I came down hear did you give Children any thing not eny thing whatever not even a dollers worth of expencs now you call my children your pro[per]ty not so with me my Children is my own and I expect to get them and when I get ready to come after mary I will have bout a powrer and autherity to bring hear away and to exacute vengencens on them that holds my Child you will then know how to talke to me I will assure that and you will know how to talk rite too I want you now to just hold on to hear if you want to iff your conchosence tells thats the road go that road and what it will brig you to kittey diggs I have no fears about geting mary out of your hands this whole Government gives chear to me and you cannot help your self…
Primary Source 8
Political Cartoon
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CUTTING HIS OLD ASSOCIATES. 
MAN OF COLOR. "Ugh! Get out. I ain't one ob you no more. I'se a Man, I is!" 

Name ______________________
Group Members _______________________
“Analyzing a Primary Source”
Directions:  Look carefully at the primary source that your group was given.  Work with your group members to answer the following questions.  Be prepared to share your ideas.
What is the source?  

_________________________________________________________________________
What is it depicting/what is it about?
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Whose point of view do you think is being represented?
__________________________________

Explain your thinking.

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Name _________________________




Homework Assignment

Directions:  Use what you learned in class to analyze the two attached primary sources.
Primary Source 9
“Masks and Faces,” 1862, published in S. Illustrated News
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What is it depicting/what is it about?   __________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Whose point of view do you think is being represented?  ____________________________

Explain your thinking.  ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Primary Source 10

Newspaper Article, Harper’s Weekly, Jan. 10, 1863
NEGRO EMANCIPATION
BEFORE this paper is published the President will probably have issued his Proclamation offering freedom to all negro slaves resident in localities which have not elected representatives to Congress by a majority of legally constituted voters. It is hoped by the Northern partisans of slavery that the Proclamation will be postponed or withheld altogether. But we fail to discover any ground for the hope. Whatever reasons led the President to issue the preliminary Proclamation in September last apply with equal force to the case as it stands at present, and our recent reverses supply additional motives for securing the active aid of 4,000,000 slaves, if it can be done. 

Two questions suggest themselves to every one's mind in connection with this Proclamation. First, will it induce the negroes to run away? and, secondly, what shall we do with them if they do?  Opinions differ upon both these points; but we imagine that most well-informed persons will, with the President, doubt whether the issue of the Proclamation will be followed by any general exodus of the slaves. For a year or more our armies have refused to return fugitive slaves…The Proclamation can hardly add any thing to their knowledge of our purposes, or to their ability to elude the vigilance of their masters. In this respect, therefore, it will effect no change in the situation.  Slaves will continue to escape as heretofore; the number of runaways will increase as our armies advance and the blockade is tightened.  The problem how to employ the contrabands will necessarily be solved by the war. Necessity will compel us to use them as soldiers.

What is it depicting/what is it about?   __________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Whose point of view do you think is being represented?  ____________________________

Explain your thinking.  ______________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________
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