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George Washington
Grade Level: 8th Grade
United States History-Self Contained Special Education Class
Time Required: Three- 40-minute class periods
Lesson Summary: Students will examine information about the life of George Washington and determine if they feel he was an effective leader. They will create a list of leadership qualities and find supporting evidence in their reading to write an essay or speech indicating their proof that GW was or was not an effective leader as a general in the American army.

Objectives:

The student will be able to:
1.   list leadership qualities

2. examine information on the life of George Washington to locate evidence to prove that he was/was not an effective leader
3. prepare a speech or write an essay presenting a position, based on supporting facts, that Washington was/was not an effective leader
4. summarize and discuss George Washington’s experiences and leadership qualities
	
	Binary Paideia
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	1700’s
	→ Time Period Here←
	1700’s

	The Thirteen Colonies
	Politeia/Regime


	                 England

	Colonial Assemblies in each of the thirteen states
	Politeuma/

Ruling Order


	Parliament



	Individual traditions of the Respective European Countries
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is?

	History of Political Reform

	Liberty, Patriotism
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Loyalty to the King

	
	
	


Key Terms:

Quill


n.            large stiff feather dipped in ink and used as a pen
Tract                       
n.
a stretch of land 

Surveyors               
n.
a person who measures and examines land
Smallpox
n. 
viral disease characterized by high fever and blisters that leaves scars on the 

                                                   skin.                    

Militia                         n.            military force made up of citizens trained for war

 

Historical Background for the Teachers:

Settlers had many reasons to come to America in the 1600s and 1700s. Two very important reasons were to gain freedom of religion and the chance to begin a new life. However, even though the colonists treasured freedom for themselves, enslaved Africans were taken to America by force. 

The New England, Middle, and Southern colonies all had distinctive geographies and natural resources. Different ways of life developed in these regions as a result of this. The colonies also varied in their form of government but all were democratic to some degree. In the New England colonies, religion and geography were key influences in establishing model communities based on their religious faith. The New England coastline and forests made lumbering, shipbuilding, and trade very important to the region’s economy. The Middle Colonies were geographically, culturally, and religiously diverse. Catholics, Quakers, Anglicans, and members of the Protestant faiths all found homes in this region. The Southern Colonies climate and geography encouraged planting of cash crops and the development of large plantations. Slave labor became a large part of the economy in this region.

Colonists worked hard whether they lived on a farm, in villages, or in cities. Class in the colonies was based on the wealth of the individuals. Most of the people in the lower classes could hope to move up through hard work. American colonists expected to enjoy all the rights of English citizens and to have the right to have a voice in their own government. Most colonial children received little education and were expected to contribute to the work of the farm or home. During the 1700’s the colonists were content to be ruled by English laws.

Tensions began to grow between the colonies and Britain between 1763 and 1775. American colonists had grown used to governing themselves and they felt strongly about their right to do just this. This belief in self government created tensions after the French and Indian War. Britain was left with war debt and their empire was growing and becoming much larger to govern. Parliament tried to deal with the debt from the war by imposing new taxes and passing new laws to the colonists. Colonists resisted through protests, boycotts, and riots. The delegates from the First Continental Congress in 1774 sent a complaint to the king. The Patriots began to form militias to defend themselves against the British troops. King George III wanted to teach them a lesson but during the battle at Lexington and Concord the Patriots showed the king they would rather fight than give up their rights. This was the turning point in the colonist’s relationship with Britain. The Second Continental Congress elected George Washington as the head of the Continental Army. The Battle of Bunker Hill was a bloody battle and British troops subsequently abandoned the city of Boston. The Olive Branch Petition was not accepted by the king and Thomas Paine’s Common Sense pamphlet moved the colonies closer to a declaration of independence. Thomas Jefferson wrote a draft of the declaration and on July 4, 1776, and 56 men signed the Declaration of Independence.

The Americans were poorly trained and equipped but the patriotic feeling, help from overseas, and the command of George Washington helped to overcome British strengths. Washington’s leadership helped keep the Americans going. They won the war in Saratoga, France and Spain joined in the conflict and helped the Americans fight the British. The climax of the Revolutionary War came when the Americans, with the help of the French, trapped Cornwallis’s army at Yorktown and after he surrendered Britain gave up the fight. The conflict ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris and with this agreement Britain recognized the United States as an independent country. American lives and property were lost but the people won their freedom. The task of organizing a government for a new nation was the next order of business.
Procedures:
I. Previous night’s homework

a. Define the vocabulary for the lesson

II. Day One Lesson Procedure

    a. Anticipatory Set/Do Now
i. Teacher asks: Who do you think is a good leader?

ii. Student will make a list people who they think are good leaders: one national/world leader, one local leader and one leader amongst their peers. Students share answers with a partner and discuss with class. 
iii. Teacher asks: What three qualities make these people good leaders? Students work with partner and share information with whole class, lists these qualities on the board.  

iv. Choose one leadership quality and define as a class. 

III. Day Two Lesson Procedure

               a.    Anticipatory Set/Do Now
i. Students will be directed to write everything they know about George Washington on the Do Now entrance slip/discuss. 

                b.   Lesson Overview/Review of Previous Information
                           i.   Review with the students the leadership qualities that were discussed in yesterday’s lesson.    
                          ii.   Read and discuss ‘Washington’s Cherry Tree- A Famous Lie?’ Discussion should involve

                                ‘honesty’. Teacher directs students as they create a definition for honesty. Discuss and list 

                                 ten leadership qualities. Each student should chose one leadership quality to define for
                                 homework. Honest, Forward Looking-Vision, Competent, Inspiring, Intelligent, 
                                 Fair-Minded, Integrity, Dedication, Broad-Minded, Courageous, Straightforward, 
                                 Imaginative, Sense of Humor, are the leadership qualities considered for this lesson.

c. Close/ Exit Pass

i. Each student will write one leadership quality they believe they have and how this quality has helped them in their life.
IV. Day Three Lesson Procedure

      a. Anticipatory Set/Do Now 

i. Students review their vocabulary and definitions and their definition for the leadership quality

   they chose to define. 

                       ii. Discuss this question with a partner and be ready to answer in class: Were there 

   good leaders helping to unite the colonies? Who and how did they help to unite the colonies?

   b. Students will be given a copy of the Binary Paideia to discuss. Teacher will review the topic of the 

                lesson and the objectives.

    c. Teacher asks the essential question: Was George Washington an effective leader?

    Lesson:

    Students will be given reading packets and instructed to read the selection to determine if George 

    Washington was an effective leader. They should search for ‘proof of the leadership quality’ that they      

    chose to define. Students will be instructed to use highlighters, pens, and post-its to take 
     notes while reading and researching the information. Teacher should stress that students need to back 

     their opinions with historical facts. Students will write an essay or prepare a speech answering 
     the essential question.

Homework:

Complete the essay/speech for homework, turn in notes, vocabulary definitions, and leadership quality definition. 
Assessment:

The students will be observed by the teacher during the lesson with regard to their understanding and attention. Their comprehension on the reading selection will be assessed by the notes that are taken, discussion, and the final written essay and/or speech on their decision whether GW was an effective leader. Grammar, punctuation, and sentence construction will be assessed on the Exit Ticket and final essay and/or speech.
Extension:

Students examine a portrait of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart, read the background information on the artist and write newspaper article critiquing the piece.
Research George Washington to find additional information about the challenges he faced as a leader. Make a list of the challenges.
Students will find quotes from George Washington and answer the following questions:

    When was it written?

    What events were described in the quote?

Create a list of how many places in this country are named for George Washington.

   1. Using a map of New Jersey, find the lakes, rivers, and mountains that have been named after George 

       Washington.

   2. Create a list of how many places in this country are named for George Washington. (atlas)
Research the history of the Washington Monument-www.nps.gov/wamo/home.htm
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