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LESSON PROPOSAL FORM:  TAH GRANT YEAR TWO

Teacher/s Name: John Karakashian

Title of Lesson: The Gettysburg Address: A Civil War Defined?

Grade Level: Elementary School

General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson: 
Throughout the course of history, there are major events that can take centuries to fully comprehend. When President Lincoln delivered the Gettysburg Address, he demonstrated that he truly understood the importance of the sacrifice of the soldiers and the citizens of America during this tumultuous period. Although this speech is now viewed as perhaps the greatest in the history of our nation, at the time there were people thought that it was a colossal failure. The aim of this lesson is to have students comprehend the motivation that drives opinions. As various figures from this time period, the students write a letter to the editor about their opinion of The Gettysburg Address.  Each student will be given an index card with pertinent social, economic, and political information which will drive their opinion.  

Objectives:
Students will be able to write a letter to the editor.
Students will be able to judge the Gettysburg Address from different perspectives.
Students will be able to analyze the main idea of a newspaper article.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society 
Northern/Industrial

	Time Period
1860-1863

	Society 
Southern/Agrarian

	Constitutional Republic with emphasis on central government

	Politeia/Regime

	Constitutional Republic with emphasis on state government

	White Male Citizens
	Politeuma/Ruling Class

	Planters

	Declaration of Independence

	Paideia/What makes a society what it is?
	
	Confederate States Constitution


	Industry
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Honor

	





Key Terms: sovereign (n) a person or state that has the power to govern itself.

Historical Content Narrative:  

	The Civil War was the most fragile time period in American History. Our union was fractured, and the differences in our society brought the nation into a long, bloody war with itself. The northern part of our country had an industrial economy and was able to survive based on the production of factories. The southern portion of our country was agrarian, and their bustling economy was largely tied to the production that plantations enjoyed from slave labor. As time progressed, the issue of slavery bubbled to the top of the national dialogue. Northerner morality shaped their opinion on the issue, while southerners believed that it was a part of their culture.
	When Abraham Lincoln was elected president, southern states feared that he would end slavery. Southern states declared that slavery was an issue that states could settle for themselves and began seceding from the union. The issue of states’ rights and the intrusion of the federal government were at the heart of south’s argument against ending slavery. While this argument is not without merit (and has many contemporary connections), it was certainly rooted in their vested interest in the status quo. On the other hand, the north was able to take the “moral high ground” because their livelihood was not shackled to slavery.
	When Abraham Lincoln accepted the invitation to speak at the dedication of the Soldiers’ National Cemetery in Gettysburg, he was not to be the keynote speaker. The keynote speaker was Edward Everett, the president of Harvard University, and his message has been overshadowed in history by Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address. Lincoln was only asked to make a “few appropriate remarks” by David Wills- the architect of the cemetery- because the president was an unexpected guest speaker.
	As an attorney, Lincoln had a gift for being brief, persuasive, and poetic in delivering his case before a jury. The Gettysburg address followed that pattern. The speech was 272 words, and lasted a little more than two minutes. It was interrupted by applause breaks by the audience and when it was over many people were surprised by how quick his speech was. Keynote speaker Edward Everett would later write to the president and praise him for accomplishing in two minutes what he took him two hours. Despite its place in history, there were many people that felt that the speech was a failure for Lincoln. While the motivation for these opinions can vary, it is very likely that opinions on his speech were influenced by political, social or economic beliefs.   
	 
 Anticipatory Set: The teacher reads the Gettysburg Address to the students in character.

Do Now Activity: Students fill out a Background Knowledge KWL (BKKWL) graphic organizer.

Procedures:
I. Previous night’s homework: 
a. Students study vocabulary words from the Gettysburg Address on quizlet.com.  
II. Day of Lesson Procedure:
a. Review the Binary Padeia with the students.
b. The teacher will read a newspaper article about the Gettysburg Address from an old newspaper.
c. The teacher models how to analyze the main idea of an article
d. Students practice analyzing the main idea of an article in pairs, then independently.
e. Teacher hands out index cards with social, political, and economic information. 
f. The students write a letter to the editor from the perspective of their person’s background.

Assessment:
Students will create an editorial that critiques the president’s speech from a geographically, politically, or economically influenced perspective.  

Extension: Students that master the concept early may select a different index card and then write from that person’s perspective.

Resources: Index cards, Newspaper articles about the Gettysburg Address, BKKWL graphic organizer. 

Author of Lesson: John Karakashian
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