
“Indian Removal Act of 1830”
Grade Level:  8th 
United States History

Time Required: Two days
Lesson Summary:

This lesson will be taught to eighth-grade students studying early American history.  The major focus of this lesson will be on the inhumane treatment of Native Americans by whites as Manifest Destiny began pushing colonists westward.  
Objectives:
The learner will be able to:

1. Examine primary documents relating to dealings with Native American tribes during westward expansion.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	American Settlers
	Westward Expansion
	Cherokee Indians

	President
	Politeia/Regime
	Chief

	Democratic Republic
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Tribes

	Manifest Destiny
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Desire to maintain their culture and traditions

	Determination
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Loyalty

	


Key Terms:

 
Removal
noun

the act of changing locations


Tribe
noun

a social group comprising numerous families, clans, or generations together with slaves, dependents, or adopted strangers


Treaty
noun

an agreement or arrangement made by negotiations

Culture
noun

the customary beliefs, social forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social group


Reservation
noun

a tract of public land set aside (as for use by American Indians)




Historical Background for the Teachers:

The removal of Native Americans was one of the most important national policies that the United States pursued during the early to mid-1800s. As the nation steadily expanded, westward movement continually led to conflicts between white settlers and Native Americans. Treaty after treaty included land for the settlers to populate, but was already claimed by the government as suitable Indian land for settlement. These treaties led to only 125,000 Indians populating the lands east of the Mississippi River when President Jackson was inaugurated.
In 1830, just a year after taking office, Jackson pushed a new piece of legislation called the "Indian Removal Act" through both houses of Congress. It gave the president power to negotiate removal treaties with Indian tribes living east of the Mississippi. Under these treaties, the Indians were to give up their lands east of the Mississippi in exchange for lands to the west. Those wishing to remain in the east would become citizens of their home state. This act affected not only the southeastern nations, but many others further north. The removal was supposed to be voluntary and peaceful, and it was that way for the tribes that agreed to the conditions. But the southeastern nations resisted, and Jackson forced them to leave. (PBS)
Jackson's attitude toward Native Americans was paternalistic and patronizing -- he described them as children in need of guidance and believed the removal policy was beneficial to the Indians. Most white Americans thought that the United States would never extend beyond the Mississippi. Removal would save Indian people from the depredations of whites, and would resettle them in an area where they could govern themselves in peace. But some Americans saw this as an excuse for a brutal and inhumane course of action, and protested loudly against removal. (PBS)
Their protests did not save the southeastern nations from removal, however. The Choctaws were the first to sign a removal treaty, which they did in September of 1830. Some chose to stay in Mississippi under the terms of the Removal Act. But though the War Department made some attempts to protect those who stayed, it was no match for the land-hungry whites who squatted on Choctaw territory or cheated them out of their holdings. Soon most of the remaining Choctaws, weary of mistreatment, sold their land and moved west. (PBS)

No matter how satisfied President Jackson was upon leaving office that he had solved the Indian problem, he had only moved the problem further west. Wars with the Native Americans would continue for years and plague white settlers into the late 1800s and early 1900s. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 was a precursor to all of the actions that would follow. 

Do Now Activity:

Day   I: 

A. Project a website onto the Promethean Board displaying the portion of the Indian Removal Act of 1830 that deals with costs.  Have students record the following questions into their notebook:      

1. What amount of money does President Jackson request to be used for carrying out the Indian Removal Act of 1830?  

B. Class discussion on the answer to this question.

Day II:

A. Have students use their textbooks to define the following terms:

1. Removal

2. Treaty

3. Reservation

B. Allow students to discuss the answers to these questions with their neighbors and then record their answers into their notebook.

C. Class discussion on the answers to these questions.

Procedures:

Day I:

A. Project a website onto the Promethean Board displaying the portion of the Indian Removal Act of 1830 that deals with costs.  Have students record the following questions into their notebook:

1.  What amount of money does President Jackson request to be used for carrying out the Indian Removal Act of 1830?       
B. Class discussion on the answer to this question.

C. Distribute reading packet Transcript of President Andrew Jackson’s Message to Congress on Indian Removal -1830 and have students read aloud, as a class, highlighting points of emphasis.

D. Allow the students to have several minutes to paraphrase the reading so they will be able to relate the main ideas of the packet to each other.

E. Following, conduct a class discussion analyzing the packet.  

F. Assign homework.

Day II:

A. Ask for volunteers to read their homework aloud to the class.

B.  Have students use their textbooks to define the following terms:

1. Removal

2. Treaty

3. Reservation
C.  Allow students to discuss the answers to these questions with their neighbors and then record their answers into their notebook.

D.  Class discussion on the answers to these questions.

E.  Break class up into five separate groups and distribute to each student a copy of the Transcript of President Andrew Jackson’s Message to Congress on Indian Removal -1830.  

F.  Allow students several minutes to compare and contrast the British treatment of American colonists to the colonists’ treatment of Native Americans.
F.  Class discussion to debate these similarities and differences.

G. Assign homework.

Homework:

Day I:  Using the Transcript of President Andrew Jackson’s Message to Congress on Indian Removal -1830, write a letter to President Jackson explaining why you agree with this document.
Day II: Using the Transcript of President Andrew Jackson’s Message to Congress on Indian Removal -1830, write a letter to President Jackson explaining why you disagree with this document.

Assessment:

Students will be assessed on their teamwork via the classroom, small-group discussion, as well as on their letters to President Jackson.
Extension:  
Students will be able to analyze the treatment of other minority groups in America using this same process.

Resources:


History Alive!  The United States through Industrialism textbook

Promethean Board

Studyworld.com. Indian Removal Act of 1830  Retrieved May 2, 2011 from http://www.studyworld.com/indian_removal_act_of_1830.htm
Civics Online.  Title: The Indian Removal Act of 1830 Author: U.S. Government Year Published: 1830.  Retrieved May 2, 2011 from http://www.civics-online.org/library/formatted/texts/indian_act.html
PBS.com. Indian Removal  Retrieved May 2, 2011 from http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4p2959.html
Loc.gov.  Primary Documents in American History:  Indian Removal Act Retrieved May 2, 2011 from http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/ourdocs/Indian.html
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