
Grade Level: 8th Grade – Civics/Economics

Time Frame:

Post American Revolution

Lesson Summary: 

In this lesson we will focus on the application of these ten amendments and how they affect our daily lives. Every citizen should know how each of these amendments protect each of our civil liberties. Our students will research a Supreme Court Case and prepare a moot court in order to demonstrate the extent of the Bill of Rights.

Objectives:

The students should be able to:

1. Explain an amendment listed in the Bill of Rights.

2. Demonstrate your knowledge of the Bill of Rights as used in Supreme Court Cases

INARY PAIDEIA

Society Time Period Society

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Democracy
	Politeia/Regime 

	Democracy

	Elected/Appointed officials
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Elected/Appointed officials

	Constitutional Law
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Constitutional Law

	Natural Rights
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Natural Rights
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Key terms: 
Precedent


*Concurring Opinion

Opinion


*Unanimous Opinion

Remand


*Majority Opinion

Appeals Court

*Brief

Jurisdiction

*Docket

Stare Decisis

*Conflict

Dissenting Opinion
*Constitutional

Judicial Review

Historical Background for the Teacher:

James Madison, the author of the Bill of Rights, established the first ten amendments in response to concern over individual rights not stated in the original constitution of the United States. After the constitution was written a dispute between Federalist and Anti-Federalist began. Anti-Federalist believed that our nation needed to include our individual freedoms in the constitution.

James Madison drew from prior English documents such as the Magna Carta and the English Bill of Rights when creating our own Bill of Rights. Madison presented these seventeen amendments through the house to be approved of which ten were ultimately approved by the states as of 1791.

Throughout our nation’s history these amendments have been put to the test. Citizens of our nation have utilized these amendments to demonstrate the extent of their protection. Our nation’s highest court deals with constitutional issues  brought forth in cases. As a class we will cover the bill of rights and the extent of their protection as expressed by our  Supreme Court.

The focus of this lesson:

In this lesson we will focus on the application of these ten amendments and how they affect our daily lives. Every citizen should know how each of these amendments protect each of our civil liberties. Our students will research a Supreme Court Case and prepare a moot court in order to demonstrate the extent of the Bill of Rights.

Procedures:

I. Previous Night’s Homework 

a. Read through Supreme Court Cases – Ten Supreme Court Cases Every Teen Should Know

b. As you are reading highlight or outline the following information

i. Background of the case: Who was involved?

ii. Events of the case: What occurred?

iii. Amendment referred to during the case

iv. End result of the case – How does this affect your life as a student?

II. Day of Lesson Procedure
a. Review the Binary Paideia with the students.

b. Begin the lesson procedure.

Do Now Activity:

In your own words explain the meaning of this quote “Students do not leave their rights at the school-house gate.” Observe answers and review with class.
 Review Supreme Court Cases with students
Review Moot Court Proceedings

Assign groups for Moot Court: 

Search and Seizure Case, Freedom of Religion Case and Freedom of Speech
Day Two:

Research in computer lab using 

Students will prepare statements for their case.
Day Three, Four & Five (depending on size of class) of the Lesson Procedure : 
Moot Court Proceedings
· The chief justice calls the court to order, announces the case, and asks the petitioner to begin. (1 minute)

· Move to open:

· The lawyers for the petitioner presents opening statement. 



(2 minutes)

· The lawyers for the respondent presents opening statement. 

 

(2 minutes)

· Present Case:

· The lawyers for the petitioner presents arguments. (10 minutes)

· The justices should ask questions and take notes.

· The lawyers for the respondent presents arguments (10 minutes)

· The justices should ask questions and take notes.

Requires instructions for multiple days)
· .Lawyers for both sides prepare closing statements. Justices will privately notes on case and make personal decision. (5 Minutes)

· Move to close:

· The lawyers for the petitioner presents closing statement. 



(2 minutes)

· The lawyers for the respondent presents closing statement. 



(2 minutes)

· Once arguments have been completed (lawyers will exit room) the justices (in our simulation) will deliberate. 

· Each justice will stand and give his / her decision and reasons. The Chief Justice will help justices decide on a ruling.

· Lawyers return and Chief Justice announces the ruling of the Court. 

Homework:

Evaluate each case – Journal entry


Reflection on the case that was presented in case

Assessment:

Rubric provided to grade performance during Moot Court proceedings

Extension:

Resources:

http://www.oyez.org/
http://www.supremecourt.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/index.html
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