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Proclamation of 1763
Grade Level: 6-8th Grade
United States History
Time Required: One 50 minute class period.

Lesson Summary:

“No taxation without representation!” is a much catchier rallying cry than “Not allowed to take the Indians’ land!”  However, it is significant for students to see that there are multiple causes of the American Revolution.  Through examining the Proclamation of 1763, students will gain a basis of understanding the claims that later arise in the Declaration of Independence.  This document will introduce them to land/settlement restrictions that bridge directly into the presence of troops during peace and taxation and continue the escalation of tensions between Great Britain and her American colonies.  Throughout the lesson, students will be expected to evaluate point-of-view/perception.  This skill is critical when looking at events precipitating a major conflict in order to gain a more complete understanding of the historical content.    

Objectives:
· Students will be able to explain how taxes and government regulation, such as the Proclamation of 1763, affected economic opportunities and assess the impact of these regulations on relations between Britain and its North American colonies.

· Students will be able to evaluate primary sources for information and perspective.

· Students will evaluate the Proclamation of 1763 from three different perspectives: British Parliament, American colonists, and American Indians.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society 

American Colonies/Patriots


	Time Period

1750-1776


	Society 

Great Britain

	Colonial Government
	Politeia/Regime

	Monarchy & Parliament

	Landowning White Males
	Politeuma/Ruling Class

	Aristocracy & Gentry

	Republicanism, Charters, John Locke’s Treatises

	Paideia/What makes a society what it is?



	Mercantilism 
English Bill of Rights



	Self-governing
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Tradition & Loyalty


Key Terms:
Parliament
n.
legislative assembly of Great Britain

Perspective
n.
position; a way of viewing a situation or topic

Proclamation
n.
announcement; a formal public statement
Historical Background for the Teachers:
During the Seven Years War (1689-1763), Great Britain and France battled for colonial supremacy in North America. This is commonly referred to as the French & Indian War.  Although Great Britain ultimately won and maintained control of the American colonies, the overwhelming cost resulted in a large debt for the empire.  It was this debt coupled with the decisions on how to appropriate the land claims gained through the Treaty of Paris that caused the escalation of tensions leading to the Revolutionary War.  In the time following the French & Indian War, Parliament needed to find solutions for two issues; one, how to recover the costs of the war & continued protection of North America and two, how to assert and maintain control over their new North American territories. 

American colonists had a strong desire to defeat the French in North America.  Despite the numerous American Indian groups inhabiting the lands to the west, many colonists felt the French presence was the greatest impediment to their western expansion.  On February 10, 1763 the signing of Treaty of Paris marked the French cession of its land claims between the Appalachian Mountains and the Mississippi River to the British Empire.  One of the primary concerns of colonists was how to occupy and exploit this land, particularly the fertile Ohio River Valley. 

Although the treaty provided for peace between the two European countries, it did not include negotiations with American Indian tribes.  Due to the threat of a significant American settler migration, Pontiac, an Ottawa chief, organized multiple American Indian nations to repel unwanted British and American individuals.  To address this new issue, King George III issued the Royal Proclamation of 1763.  In order to maintain peaceful and stable relations with the American Indian nations and avoid possible conflicts that might arise between American settlers and the native tribes, the proclamation outlined orders on settlement and land purchases in all North American lands gained from the Seven Years War.  It also created the Proclamation Line of 1763, an official border running through the Appalachian Mountains, which separated the American colonies from the newly created Indian Reserve.

Specific points of the proclamation that greatly impacted American colonists were: “Nations or Tribes of Indians with whom We are connected, and who live under our Protection, should not be molested or disturbed…”; “We do hereby strictly forbid, on Pain of our Displeasure, all our loving Subjects from making any Purchases or Settlements whatever…of any of the Lands above reserved”; “…all Persons whatever who have either willfully or inadvertently seated themselves upon any Lands…reserved to the said Indians as aforesaid, forthwith to remove themselves from such Settlements.”  In other words, American settlers were told (1) they could not bother the American Indians, (2) they could not buy any of the land in the Indian Reserve, and (3) anyone already living in that land had to abandon their settlements.  This proclamation recognized the previous mistreatment American Indians and attempted to prevent similar behavior in the future by placing them under the protection of the King.  This protection of American Indians angered many colonists.  American colonists felt that the King betrayed them, having sided with the Indians against their best interests and rewarding the same people who had killed thousands of settlers over the years.

The King claimed the proclamation was a way to calm the attacking American Indian nations, such as Pontiac’s, who were afraid of being pushed off their lands by American settlers.  However, many colonists felt that this was instead a way for the King to control them and limit their freedom and economic development.  This fear was further fueled when Parliament created royal posts along the proclamation boundary.  Although these soldiers were supposed to be on the border to protect the colonists, instead many felt that that these soldiers were there to control them.  Additionally, colonists were resentful of the eventual taxes that would be imposed to pay for these soldiers.  After all, manning and maintaining these posts was costly.  To many Americans, who would be dubbed patriots, these taxes and the restrictions on land in the Ohio River Valley were unacceptable regulations to bear.  
Anticipatory Set:
Ask students if they have ever worked hard for something.  Instructor should allow students to share how they felt when they accomplished their tasks.  Rhetorically ask students how they would feel if that final “prize” was taken away after all of their hard work.  Introduce objectives.
Do Now Activity: 
Journal Activity—Why is land such a critical resource in the American colonies?
Procedures:
I.  Do Now Activity and Anticipatory Set 

A.  Students will begin their journal writing as they enter the classroom.  This will review concepts from American colonization.  
B.  Use the Anticipatory Set to draw students into the lesson and lay a foundation for students to connect with the American colonists’ point-of-view on the Proclamation of 1763.

II.  Lesson Procedure

A. Review the Binary Paideia with students.
B. Map Activity (This can be done on with an interactive whiteboard or transparencies.)  Students look at a map of the Prewar and Postwar (French and Indian) colonial boundaries and answer the following questions:

a. How did the British territory change after the French/Indian War?
b. What will colonists expect from these changes? Why?
c. Do you foresee any problems because of these changes? Explain.
C. Discuss answers to map questions.  Be sure that students have suggested problems such as interactions with Native Americans, protecting colonists, and how to divide/settle the land.
D. Think-Pair-Share—Now that students have established problems, they should put themselves in the shoes of the British Parliament and decide on how to address these upcoming problems.
E. Primary Source Interpretation—Students will look at excerpts of the Proclamation of 1763 and answer corresponding analysis questions. 
F. Class Discussion—Review answers to Primary Source Interpretation.
G. Closing—Exit Cards
Homework:
Students will choose one of the three perspectives: British Parliament, American colonists, or American Indians.  With this point-of-view in mind, they will either write a letter to the editor or draw a political cartoon supporting or attacking the Proclamation of 1763.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed by the quality of their primary source analysis, class participation, and their homework assignment.
Extension:
Debate—Students will develop an argument in defense of or to attack the Proclamation of 1763.  In small groups they will work together to present their arguments to the class and refute the arguments of the other group.
Geography—Students will survey the new land acquisitions from the French and Indian War and decide for themselves how it should be divided.  They will create a map to illustrate the divisions on which they decide.
Resources:
Proclamation of 1763 Worksheet
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