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Slavery in the New Netherlands
Grade Level: 7th Grade


United States History 
Time Required: Two (40 minute) class periods 

Lesson Summary:

Students will activate prior knowledge by writing a diary entry imagining they are a ‘typical’ slave in the United States. (Students will most likely describe slavery as they have learned about it during the American Civil War.) Instructor will show a brief clip describing slavery in New Netherlands. Students will make immediate comparisons through a discussion.  Instructor will share information about how slavery started in the New Netherlands. The following class period students will create a Venn Diagram in pairs to compare slavery in the South (which they are most familiar with) to what they have learned about the New Netherlands. Students will then individually write a diary entry describing life for a slave in the New Netherlands. 
FUN FACTS: Fort Amsterdam is now Battery Park. A road that was cut by the slaves of New Netherlands is now Broadway. The New Netherlands slaves also built a wall to mark the northern boundary of New Amsterdam. This is now Wall Street in New York City.  
Objectives:
Students will be able to compare and contrast slavery in the New Netherlands to slavery in the South (during the American Civil War). 
Students will be able to explain the concept of ‘half freedom’ that was used in New Netherlands. 
Students will be able to infer what life would have been like as a slave in New Netherlands. 

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society

Colony of New Netherlands
	Time Period
1620–1664// 1850-1865
	Society
South

	Colonial Republic
	Politeia/Regime
	State Government within a Federal Government

	Dutch West India Company 
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Planters (White Men who own land)

	Dutch Laws / Entrepreneurial Spirit
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Constitution / Hierarchy / Slave Culture

	Religion, Loyalty, Trade, Industriousness 
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Honor

	


Key Terms:
New Netherlands
Dutch colony that stretched from present day Manhattan to Albany along both sides of the Hudson River / owned by the Dutch 1609-1664
Dutch West India Company
 Chartered company of Dutch merchants 
Peter Stuyvesant 
Dutch Director-General of New Netherlands from 1647-1664 / Promoted half-freedom 
Fun Fact: Had a silver tipped peg leg to replace leg that he lost in military service
Half-Freedom 
Granted slaves liberty in exchange for an annual payment and promise to return to work on company projects when needed 
Historical Background for the Teachers:

In 1621 the government of Holland gave the Dutch West India Company territory that came to be known as the New Netherlands. The land stretched from Manhattan to Albany along both sides of the Hudson River (present day New York and New Jersey). The main settlement of the territory, New Amsterdam, was located at the tip of Manhattan Island. The reasoning for gaining control of this land was to set up trading posts and forts along the Atlantic Ocean, specifically in the business of beaver pellets. 


More and more men were coming to settle this territory. Many other European countries sent over indentured servants to do labor and settle the land. Young men wanting to make a future for themselves in the new world were willing to exchange a few years of servitude. The Dutch Empire was a very prosperous one. The men who were coming to the New Netherlands did not have an interest in laboring or agriculture to build up the colony – they wanted to trade! 

Since so much of the focus was on trade, the Dutch West India Company decided to bring over slaves to help build the infrastructure of the colony. The first group of slaves consisted of eleven men who arrived in New Amsterdam around 1627. The first groups of slaves to this area commonly had Spanish or Portuguese names and were Christian. Slavery in the New Netherlands was very different than the slavery in the South. The largest slaveowner was the Dutch West India Company. Under their leadership, slaves laid the foundations of modern New York – cleared forests, laid roads, build houses and buildings. Famous landmarks – Wall Street and Broadway – can be traced all the way back to their work. Slaves were also needed by the individuals. As stated above, they wanted to trade rather than spend time on building or agriculture! There were no plantations or land that called for a labor force of hundreds of slaves as in the South during the 1800’s. Instead, men owned one or two slaves that would do housework or agricultural labor on a much smaller scale. 
Most historians agree that slavery in the New Netherlands was less brutal than other colonies at the time. There was a more equal gender balance. Many lived in the households they worked in. Slave families were permitted to stay together. The Dutch Reformed Church allowed them to only join, but be married and have their children baptized there. They were allowed to make criminal charges against whites, testify in court, and sign legal documents. They truly became a part of the Dutch community through learning the language, following the laws, and becoming a part of the institutions that made up their colony. 

In the 1940’s the Dutch West India Company adopted a policy of ‘half-freedom’ that was offered to many who were enslaved. One reason behind this was to save money; it cut expenses to free men and women when their labor was not needed. These men and women were granted the ability to farm their own lands, sell produce, and keep profits (beyond taxes). At the same time, these men and women were forced to pay a tax to the colony that the white population was not required to pay. Their freedom from laboring for the colony was not total, because they were still bound to proved labor on demand when needed. Sadly, the children of those who were gained half-freedom were automatically slaves; the freedom did not carry over. 


In 1664, the English gained control of the New Netherlands, and split the land into the colonies of New York and New Jersey. The Dutch West India Company freed all of their remaining slaves at this time. The black population was estimated to be about 700, and slavery as an institution in the north would continue to grow under British rule. 

Do Now Activity: 

“Imagine you are a slave. Write a diary entry of at least two paragraphs describing what you imagine to be a typical day in ‘your’ life.”
Procedures:
1. Students will share Do Now responses. This will activate prior knowledge of slavery and how students typically picture a slave in the United States. 
2. Video Clip – http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/nys09.soc.k-6.statloc.slaves/
a. Show brief clip (1 minute 23 seconds) from Dutch New York that talks about the importance of slavery in New Netherlands. 
3. Reading 

a. Instructor will project a map of the New Netherlands before reading a summary of slavery in the New Netherlands as a class. 

b. Students will take turns reading aloud. Instructor will stop students to summarize at various points on the reading. Students will highlight important information as the class review together. 
4. Venn Diagram 

a. Students will work in pairs to fill in a Venn Diagram comparing slavery in the Old South (which they have prior knowledge on from Social Studies classes) to what they have learned about slavery in the New Netherlands. After students have completed filling in their Venn Diagrams, the class will go over it together and create a master one on the front board. 
5. Writing A Diary Entry
a. Students will complete the same activity that they did for the previous day’s Do Now, only with the new information they have learned. The prompt will read – “Pretend you are a slave in the New Netherlands. Write a diary entry of at least 3 paragraphs describing two days of your life. 
Homework:
Complete the diary entry from the perspective of a slave in the New Netherlands
Assessment:
Discussion
Venn Diagram

Diary Entry from the perspective of a slave in the New Netherlands

Extension:
Research slavery in the same land as the New Netherlands, but under the rule of the British and United States. 
Resources:
Harper, Douglas . "Slavery in New York." Slavery in the North. 2003. 15 Mar. 2010. <Teachers' Domain, . "Slaves in New Amsterdam." Teachers' Domain: Digital Media for the Classroom and Professional Development. 2010. 16 Mar. 2010. .>. 

Higgins, Ross W. "Establishing Slavery in Colonial New York." Historic Hudson Valley. 2008. 13 Mar. 2010. <http://www.hudsonvalley.org/content/view/70/134/>. 
Jaycox, Faith. “The English Colonies Meet in the Middle: 1642-1670.” The Colonial Era, An Eyewitness History. New York: Facts On File, Inc., 2002. American History Online. Facts on File, Inc. http://www.fofweb.com/activelink2.asp?ItemID=WE52&iPin=EHCEEssay06&SingleRecord=True (accessed March 22, 2010). 
New York Historical Society, . "Slavery in New York: Education." Slavery in New York. 15 Mar. 2010. <http://www.slaveryinnewyork.org/>. 
Teachers' Domain, . "Slaves in New Amsterdam." Teachers' Domain: Digital Media for the Classroom and Professional Development. 2010. 16 Mar. 2010. <http://www.teachersdomain.org/resource/nys09.soc.k-6.statloc.slaves/>. 

Author of Lesson:
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Groot Manuel de Gerrit

Manuel was a sailor on a Spanish or Portuguese ship in the 1620s. West Africans sometimes worked on European ships, and they sometimes had European names like Manuel. One day, Manuel’s ship was captured by the Dutch. These captures were a hazard of life at sea. Crew members were killed, abandoned, or forced to work on the new ship. Sometimes they were sold as slaves to plantations in the Caribbean or Brazil. Manuel and the other crew men on his ship had a different fate. They were brought to Manhattan Island as slaves.

The colony of New Amsterdam was only two or three years old then, just a small struggling settlement at the tip of Manhattan. It was too small and struggling to please the Dutch West India Company, which wanted a busy and profitable trading site here. Before this could happen, Manhattan had to be cleared of trees. Buildings had to be constructed, and roads cut. There were not enough white colonists to do all this work, so Manuel and other Africans were brought to New

Amsterdam. Manuel was given the common Dutch name de Gerrit and he was called groot, which means big. Groot Manuel and the other slaves were not allowed to leave the colony. They did backbreaking work, often chained together: sawing, hauling, plowing, carrying, and building. One wall they helped build is gone now, but the location is remembered as Wall Street. The slaves were responsible for getting New Amsterdam on its feet. They helped defend the settlement against Indian raids, too. Without them, it is hard to imagine how the colony would have survived.

As hard as the slaves worked, they were sometimes given time off. One day in 1641, Groot Manuel and some of the others went to a tavern. A fight broke out and a slave named Jan Premero was killed. The colony’s leaders decided to punish one person, rather than lose several slaves. They picked Groot Manuel and sentenced him to hang, but the noose around his neck broke, maybe because he was so groot. The leaders tried another rope. That one broke, too. They gave up and let Groot Manuel live.

The Company knew how valuable the slaves were, and so did the slaves themselves. In 1644, Groot Manuel and several other long-time slaves petitioned the Dutch West India Company’s director, Willem Kieft, for their freedom. He granted it, saying that they had been promised freedom for a long time, and could not take care of their families if they remained slaves. He freed the men’s wives as well. He gave the families plots of land north of town in an area that became known as the Land of the Blacks. Kieft did this partly to create a buffer zone to protect New Amsterdam from an English or Indian attack.

The blacks were called free, but they were not as free as the white people who lived in New Amsterdam. They had to pay a tax every year, or donate some of their crops at the market, and be ready to serve the colony again if they were needed. Maybe worst of all, their children remained slaves. Historians later called this “half freedom.”

However, the blacks were no longer enslaved. Nearly 20 years after he was stolen from his ship, Groot

Manuel was a man who owned property and had some say over his life. He could keep the small amount of money he earned, beyond what he owed to the colony. He could live in a community with other black people, away from white families. His farm covered much of what is now Washington Square Park.

Sources: Richard Dickenson, “Abstracts of Early Black Manhattanites,” New York Genealogical and Biographical Record 116 (April, June 1985): 100-104,

168
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Dorothy Creole

Dorothy Creole was one of the first black women in New Amsterdam. She was African, but she came from a world where West Africans and Europeans had been trading for two centuries and their cultures had mixed. She may have spoken Spanish or Portuguese, in addition to her African language. The word “creole” was often applied to people from this mixed world.

Dorothy and other African women were brought to the colony because male slaves needed wives, and Dutch women needed help keeping house. In those days, keeping house meant more than what we call housework today. Family survival depended on the work of women: cooking, growing a garden, preserving food, watching children, making warm clothes for winter, keeping the house and laundry clean, and taking care of people who were injured or sick. White women and black women may all have worked at these tasks, but female slaves almost surely did the hardest, riskiest, and dirtiest jobs.

Dorothy married Paulo Angola, one of the first male slaves brought to New Amsterdam. Paulo’s last name was the most common surname among the slaves. It signaled that he had come from Angola, on the southwestern African coast. One day in 1643, after she had been in the colony for several years, Dorothy went to the Dutch

Reformed Church to serve as godmother for a black baby named Antonio. When the boy’s parents died a short time later, Dorothy and Paulo adopted him. Later, after Paulo died, Dorothy continued raising Antonio with her new husband. This is one of the first times when the public records show New Amsterdam’s black people stepping in to take care of each other, though it was common.

When Antonio was still a baby, a Dutch sea captain named Jan de Fries came to New Amsterdam to help fight the Indians. Visiting sea captains were often given special treatment, and this may be why Dorothy and Paulo became the Captain’s slaves for a time. They were still owned by the Dutch West India Company, as they had been for more than 15 years. For Paulo and a group of other slaves, this was long enough. They decided to petition the Company for their freedom. Surprising as it may seem today, they won. The Company’s director, Willem Kieft, freed the men and their wives. Blacks were not given complete liberty, however. Former slaves had to pay a yearly tax, and their children remained slaves; historians now call this “half freedom.”

Kieft also gave the former slaves farms in an area north of town that became known as the Land of the Blacks.

He may have wished to acknowledge their years of work, but he also wanted a buffer zone of blacks between New Amsterdam and any attackers from the north. The freed slaves were not being treated as if they were white.

However, they were no longer slaves either, and they were land owners living in a black community. Blacks who

were still slaves could look at Dorothy and Paulo and take hope. There was a way out of slavery.

From New Amsterdam’s earliest years, enslaved people were black and free people were white, but the lines between the two were not as sharply drawn as they became later. There were cases of Dutch and African people marrying each other in the Dutch Reformed Church. Captain de Fries had a son, named John, with a black or mixed-race woman. After the captain died, Dorothy and Paulo, two former slaves, were put in charge of young John de Fries’s money and property. Dorothy may have helped to raise him as well, as she raised Antonio.

Sources: Richard Dickenson, “Abstracts of Early Black Manhattanites,” New York Genealogical and Biographical Record 116 (April, June 1985): 100-104,

168-173. David Steven Cohen, The Ramapo Mountain People (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1974), 26-31.
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SLAVERY – NEW NETHERLANDS
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