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The Jesuits of New France
Grade Level: 8th Grade
United States History
Time Required: Two, 40-minute class periods

Lesson Summary:

In this lesson students will examine the impact that Jesuit missionaries had on the Native Americans of New France by examining and identifying primary and secondary sources related to the topic. The students will then use this information to form an opinion and write an essay responding to the question: How should we remember the Jesuits? Why?
Objectives:

The students will be able to:
1. identify who the Jesuits were

2. recall why the Jesuits came to North America

3. evaluate how we should remember the Jesuits
4. distinguish between primary and secondary sources

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society

European Catholics 
	Time Period

17th Century
	Society

Native Americans

	The Catholic Church
	Politeia/Regime
	Tribal

	Pope, Cardinals, Bishops
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Tribes people, Tribal Elders

	Bible, Catholic Tradition
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Traditions, folklore, naturalistic religious beliefs

	Holiness, Obedience to Catholic Traditions
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Courage, Honor

	


Key Terms:

convert


v.
  change religious beliefs
missionary
n.
someone who travels to a territory or community in order to convert people to 



their religion 

New France
n.
the French colonies and claims in North America

Jesuit
n. 
a member of the “Society of Jesus”, a religious order founded in 1534 by  



Ignatius Loyola. Jesuits were dedicated to promoting and supporting the 



Catholic Church and Catholic beliefs. 

primary source
n. 
a source created by someone who actually experienced or lived during the time 



period a particular event took place


secondary source
n. 
a source created by someone who did not actually experience or did not live 



during the time period a particular event took place

Historical Background for the Teachers:

The Jesuits missionaries of New France were Catholic priests and laymen who were part of a religious order founded in 1534 by Ignatius Loyola. Officially called the Society of Jesus, members of this order took vows of poverty and obedience and had a special interest in mission work. Unlike other religious and political leaders of the time, the Jesuits’ goal was to have Natives voluntarily convert to Christianity. Up until 1611, when the first mission was established in North America, the Jesuits had largely been successful in this approach, especially in South America. There, Jesuits set up large mission settlements called “reducciones” where they created and enforced rules to help Natives lead more “Christian” lives. Natives not only willingly joined these communities, but they also stayed there and many ultimately converted.

Unfortunately for this Jesuits, their success in South America may have had more to do with the Natives desire to escape the violent, oppressive treatment by the Spanish conquistadors then the their desire to become Christian. The French colonists, in comparison, treated the Native Americans more like independent “businessmen”, who could pick and choose which Europeans to do business with. The French trappers in particular relied on the Native Americans’ knowledge of the land and animal patterns to help them find furs. The French did not enslave the Natives nor, initially, did they force Natives to abandon their land. 

Since the Natives of North America were not “forced” to go find protection with the Jesuits, many Jesuit missionaries found themselves traveling with the fur trappers to go find the Natives. Once in a Native American village, the Jesuit would live with the Natives, learning the language and the culture of the people he was trying to convert. Unable to create and enforce laws to promote “Christian” behavior, much of the Jesuit’s mission work was preaching and telling stories from the Bible. Jesuits in New France were able to create some mission towns and small settlements of converted or potential converts, but they were never as large as the reducciones in South America. 

The question of the overall success of the Jesuit missions in North America is ultimately subjective. While the Jesuits recorded the conversion of thousands of Native Americans to Christianity, many of their mission settlements lasted only a few years. There are two main factors that helped lead to the failure of these mission settlements : The first factor is one that affected not just North America, but all of the Americas after the Europeans arrived - disease. Like all Europeans, the Jesuits carried “Old World” diseases with them wherever they went, diseases that the Natives had no immunity to. This factor not only affected the number of converts or people who could be converted, but it also may have affected the sincerity of the conversion. In many cases, Native Americans who did convert to Christianity were recent survivors of deadly epidemics that killed entire families and wiped out surrounding villages. Faced with such tragedy, people may have decided to try out a new religion.

The second factor was unique to North America : conflicts between the French and Iroquois. In the early days of New France, the French tended to ally themselves with the Huron, who were enemies of the Iroquois. Though the Jesuits tried to stay out of the wars and preach to both groups of Natives in New France, the Iroquois associated the Jesuits with the French and attacked Huron mission settlements and Jesuits living with Huron tribes. Catholics declared those Jesuits who were killed by the Iroquois “martyrs” and many were later canonized by the Pope.

Regardless of whether the overall Jesuit mission in New France could be declared successful or not, the Jesuit missionaries of New France influenced and left a lasting impact on French colonies in the Americas. Copious and dedicated letter writers and chroniclers, the Jesuits also left behind a invaluable wealth of knowledge about the challenges they faced in New France and the culture of the Native American tribes that lived there. The lesson that was developed from the historical information described above relies heavily on some of these primary documents created by the Jesuits themselves.

Procedures:
I. Previous night’s homework

a. Students review the Binary Paideia and answer the following questions: If you were a European Catholic, what aspect of Native American life and culture described in the Paideia would you find to be the most different from your life?  If you were a Native American, what aspect of European Catholic culture would you find to be the most different from your life?

b. Students define convert, missionary, and Jesuit

b. Students should have covered the following topics in previous lessons : Native American Cultures, the general motivations behind European exploration and colonization of the Americas, and the difference between primary and secondary sources


II . Day One Lesson Procedure

a. Anticipatory Set/Do Now 

i. Students answer the following question by writing the answer : What challenges would you face if you wanted to convince an alien to except your beliefs and way of life?

ii. Students share their answers with partners and then the entire class discusses the answers.

1. If appropriate, teacher may write these answers on the board

b. Review Binary Paideia and homework questions

i. Connect back to Set/Do Now by asking students to discuss this question : Are there any specific challenges that European Catholics might face in trying to convert Native Americans? Are there any specific challenges that Native Americans might face in trying to persuade European Catholics to accept their beliefs/ideals?


c. Lesson Overview/Review of Previous Information



i. Review with the students the topic of the lesson and the lesson objectives

ii. Review with the students the geographic location of France and New France and the definitions of primary and secondary sources

c. Place students into pairs and hand out the Jesuits of New France question packet. Review the directions for the document analysis activity.

i. For this activity it may be useful to pair stronger readers with weaker ones, since some of the documents have challenging vocabulary and grammar

d. Students work in pairs at their own pace to read the documents and answer the questions in the note packet

i. The students will be examining both primary and secondary documents. For each document they will need to identify it as being “primary” or “secondary” and state why they made that choice.

ii. The documents cover the following topics : an introduction to the Jesuit missionaries, the unintentional spread of disease by the Jesuits, the methods the Jesuits used to try and convert the Native Americans, the Jesuits attempts to persuade the Natives to not drink alcohol, and a list of converts from a Jesuit mission settlement in New France

iii. Glossaries with the definitions of difficult words and/or phrases have been provided with the documents. The teacher should decide who should receive the glossaries for each document.

d. Closure First Day : Exit Pass

i. Students answer the following two questions and hand them in as an exit pass : Who were the Jesuits? Why did they come to America?

III. Day Two Lesson Procedure


a. Anticipatory Set/Do Now 

i. Students review their notes from yesterday and write down the answer to the following question : At this point in your research, do you think the Jesuits had a positive, negative, or mixed effect on New France? Why?


b. Students move back into their pairs to finish the document analysis activity they started yesterday.

c. Once a pair of students has completed all of the document analysis questions, the teacher should check their answers.

i. If students have wrong or incomplete answers for questions, the teacher should ask them to review the documents again.

d. After the teacher has made sure all answers are correct and complete, students should receive directions for the take-home essay and start working on their essay.

i. Teachers should stress to students that they need to back up their opinions with historical facts and specific examples from the documents they looked at in class.


e. Class Discussion

i. Students discuss the following questions in think, pair, share format : What were some positive effects that the Jesuits had on New France? What were some negative effects? What kind of overall effect did the Jesuits have on New France? Why do you say so? Which sources, the primary or secondary sources, did you find the most useful/valuable? Why?

Homework:
Students will write a one-page essay addressing the question: How should we remember the Jesuits?Why? Students should follow the essay directions and grading rubric when writing their essays.

Assessment:
The main, tangible assessments of this lesson are the exit pass at the end of the first day of the lesson and the one-page essay that the students will complete for homework. The students will also be assessed on the accuracy and completeness of their answers to the document analysis questions and the teacher will be assessing the students’ effort and understanding by walking around the classroom while the students are working with the documents. 

Extension:
Students may find it interesting to compare the Jesuit missionary experience in New France with the Jesuit missionary experience in New Spain. The students may be able to use knowledge of the differences between these two colonies to explain the relative success/lack of success that the Jesuits had in these two areas. Students who are interested in the Jesuits themselves may want to research Jesuit missionary efforts that go on today, in particular mission efforts that focus on sending young people to communities around the world. Finally, in future lessons, it is advisable that the students continue to examine primary and secondary sources and their relative accuracy and validity. 

Resources:

See documents below this page
Author of Lesson:
Brittany Lare

Name __________________________________ Date __________ Period _________

The Jesuits : How Should They Be Remembered?
Directions : Working with your partner, read over the sources and documents to learn about the Jesuit Missionaries in New France. After you are finished with your research, be prepared to list at least three adjectives to describe the Jesuits, to help you answer the question, how should the Jesuits be remembered?

“Introduction” Questions

1. Who were the Jesuits?

2. Why did the Jesuit missionaries come to North America?

3. Describe how the French fur trappers treated the Native Americans.

4. Based on the above answer, how do you think the Native Americans might view the Jesuit missionaries: do you think the Native Americans would be hostile or friendly towards the Jesuits? Why?

5. Who would you respect more: a missionary who learned and tried to become part of American culture or a missionary who held fast to his or her own culture? Why?

6. Is this a primary or a secondary source? How do you know? What two questions do you have about the source?

Smallpox Among the Hurons, 1639 Questions

1. Who brought the smallpox to this particular settlement in North America, according to the Jesuit missionaries? Were they or the Native Americans the first to bring it to the area?

2. Who do the Native Americans blame for the smallpox epidemic? Why? What evidence do they have to support their belief?

3. What do the Native Americans want to do with the French missionaries?

4. What actually happened to the French missionaries (what did the councils decide to do)?

5. Based on the last paragraph, do the French missionaries understand how the spread of disease works?

6. In what ways do you think the smallpox epidemic hurt the Jesuit missionaries cause (to convert Native Americans to Christianity)? 

7. On the other hand, how might these epidemics have helped their cause (remember, they did not get sick)?

8. Is this a primary or a secondary source? How do you know? What two questions do you have about the source?

Of the Mission of the Martyrs in the Country of the Mohawks, or the Lower Iroquois

Questions
1. How many people has Jean Pierron baptized in 8 months? Does he think this is a lot of people or not enough people?

2. What methods does Jean Pierron use to try and convert the Native Americans? Describe at least three.

3. Do you like the methods that Jean Pierron is using to try and convert the Native Americans? Why or why not?

4. Why do you think Jean Pierron has not been more successful in converting the Native Americans?

5. Is this a primary or a secondary source? How do you know? What two questions do you have about the source?

“Other Items to Consider” Questions
1. Why were there conflicts between the trappers and the Jesuits?

2. What can we learn from the records the Jesuits kept of their missions in America, besides the events that occurred?

3. Why were there conflicts between the French and the Iroquois?

4. How did this conflict affect the Jesuit missionaries?

5. Is the first source on this page a primary or a secondary source? Why do you say so? What two questions do you have about this source?

Jesuit Missionaries : An Introduction

The Jesuits missionaries of New France were Catholic priests and laymen who were part of a religious order founded in 1534 by Ignatius Loyola. Officially called the Society of Jesus, members of this order took vows of poverty and obedience and had a special interest in, among other things, mission work. Unlike other religious and political leaders of the time, the Jesuits’ goal was to have Natives voluntarily convert to Christianity. 

Jesuit missionaries traveled all over the world spreading their religious beliefs. They were not the only Europeans traveling to other parts of the world, though : almost everywhere the Jesuits traveled, colonists came as well. In North America, most French colonists came not as missionaries but as fur trappers. Fur trapping did not require the trappers to actually own the land the animals lived on, but it did require knowledge of land and animal patterns. Since Native Americans were very knowledgeable in these areas, the French treated Native Americans more like independent “businessmen”, who could pick and choose which Europeans to do business with. The French did not enslave the Natives nor, initially, did they force Natives to abandon their land.

Since the Natives of North America were not “forced” to go find protection with the Jesuits, many Jesuit missionaries found themselves traveling with the fur trappers to go find the Natives. Once in a Native American village, the Jesuit would live with the Natives, learning the language and the culture of the people he was trying to convert. Unable to create and enforce laws to promote “Christian” behavior, much of the Jesuit’s mission work was preaching and telling stories from the Bible. 

By Ms. Brittany Lare

Source Used : 

Greer, Allan. The Jesuit Relations: Natives and Missionaries in Seventeenth-Century North America (The Bedford Series in History and Culture). Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2000. Print.
Glossary :

Laymen – someone who is not a priest but, in this case, is still religious

Religious order – a group of men or women who live under religious vows

Voluntarily – to do of their own will

Initially – in the beginning

Promote – encourage
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Smallpox Among the Hurons, 1639

Glossary

Introduction

Epidemic –widespread outbreak of a disease

Lassitude –lack of energy

Mowed down….with shocking efficiency – killed many Native Americans very quickly [the use of words by the author suggests that the disease was more devastating in North America than in Europe]
Perished – died

Inclined to blame – tended to blame

Had already provided grounds…for suspecting that they were engaged in genocidal black magic – missionaries had previously led the Native Americans to believe that they (the missionaries) were trying to kill the entire Native American population.

Execute – kill

Liquidate - end


Of the Persecutions Excited Against Us – by Jerome Lalemant
Mingled – met with

Most of whom were infected with it – most of the Algonquins the Hurons met were sick with smallpox

Introduced it – was sick with small pox; who brought it to the Hurons

Contagion – contagious disease

In the midst – with

First ones attacked and most severely afflicted -  first homes attacked by smallpox and the homes that had the worst cases of small pox

Hoary delusions – ancient, untrue ideas

Revive the former complaints against us – bring back to life the previous criticisms of the Jesuit missionaries

Attributing to our living here… - blaming us for the disease

Massacred – killed

Excite one another to that effect – spread the idea around that the French missionaries should be killed

Deprives – takes away
Heightens their rage – increases their anger

Utterly exterminated – completely wiped out (by the disease)

Befall – come to

Course of this….cause of it – if the French missionaries are not killed

On this account – about this topic

Plurality – majority

Obliging us – doing us a favor

Verdict of banishment – decision to force us to leave and never return

False imagination – false idea [that the Jesuit missionaries were the cause of the smallpox epidemic]

Gain access to – enter

Misery – in this sense, a noun; the implication being that wherever the missionaries went, misery followed

In Abomination – thought we were disgusting

Expelled – threw us out

Wherein….excusable – The Native Americans can not be blamed for holding to their belief that the French missionaries were the cause of the disease

Conversely – on the other hand

We shall ….judgments of God herein – we shall know in heaven God’s reasoning for these events
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the summer of 1639: The oozing red sores, lassitude, and fever were sure
signs of smallpox. In Europe, smallpox was disfiguring and killing people
by the thousands, but in the biological “virgin soil” of the Americas, it
mowed down native populations with shocking efficiency. It seems clear
that far morve Hurons perished in 1639 than in the plague that struck them

two years earlier. It appears that the epidemic originated in New England
and was carried to the St. Lawrence Valley by visiting Indians, who in turn
passed it on to Hurons who had gone down to trade with the French. Nev-
ertheless, the Hurons were inclined to blame the Jesuits, since the mission-
aries had alread; id rounds, during the influenza outbreaks of
1637, for suspecting that they were engaged in genocidal black magic. As
was the case during the earlier epidemic, there were calls to execute the Je-

suits and liquidate the French alliance.
————

JEROME LALEMAN

Of the Persecutions Excited against Us
1640

It was when the Hurons returned from their journey to Quebec that
[smallpox] entered the country, our Hurons having thoughtlessly min-
h&wm with some Algonquins whom they met on the way up here, most of
whom were infected with [it]. The first Huron who introduced it came
ashore just beside our house, newly built on the edge of a lake, and from
there he carried it to his own village, about a league distant from us, and
then promptly died. It would take no great prophet to predict that the ill-
ness would soon be spread abroad through all these regions, for the
Hurons, regardless of any plague or contagion, live in the midst of their
sick, sharing and mingling with them as 1f they were in perfect health.
And indeed, within a few days, almost everyone in the cabin of the de-
ceased was infected, and then the disease spread from house to house,
from town to town, and eventually affected the entire country. . ..
Because the towns nearest our new house were the first ones at-
tacked and the most severely afflicted, the Devil did not fail to seize the
opportunity to reawaken all the hoary delusions and revive the former
_complaints against us, attributing to our living here all their misfortunes
m:a. especially all their sickness. They no longer speak of anything else,
crying aloud that the French must be massacred. These barbarians ex-
cite one another to that effect. The death of those they love mmcl\,Mw\
them of reason and heightens their rage against us in every 82? so that
the best informed among them can hardly believe we are able to survive
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€0 horrible a storm. They observed, with some basis in reason, that
since our arrival in these lands, those who were nearest to us happened
to be those most ruined by the diseases and that the towns that wel-
comed us now appear utterly exterminated. Certainly, they said, the
same fate will befall all the others if the course of this misfortune is
not stopped by the massacre of those who were the cause of it. This was
a common opinion, not only in private conversation but in the general
councils held on this account, where the plurality of voices voted for
our death, éwﬁa\m\mﬂymww kindly obliging us with a verdict of
banishment.

At the same time, this false imagination seemed to be powerfully
confirmed by the fact that they saw us going through the country using
every means possible to gain access to the cabins and taking unheard-of
pains to instruct and baptize the most seriously ill. No doubt, they said,
we must have a secret understanding with the disease (for they believe
that it is a demon), since we alone were all full of life and health, though
we constantly breathed nothing but a totally infected air, staying whole
days close by the side of the most foul-smelling patients, for whom every-
one felt horror. No doubt we carried misery with us, since, wherever we
set foot, either death or disease followed us.

In consequence of all these sayings, many held us in abomination.
They expelled us from their cabins and did not allow us to approach their
sick, especially the children, not even to lay eyes on them. In a word, we
were dreaded as the greatest sorcerers on earth.

Wherein truly it must be acknowledged that these poor people are in
some sense excusable. For it has happened very often, and has been re-
marked more than a hundred times, that where we were most welcome
and baptized the greatest number of people was in fact where the great-
est number died. Conversely, in the cabins to which we were denied en-
trance, though they were sometimes extremely sick, at the end of a few
days one saw every person happily cured. We shall see in heaven the se-

cret, but ever adorable, judgments of God herein. ... .





On the Mission of the Martyrs in the Country of the Mohawks, or the Lower Iroquois

Glossary

Consider myself…. for all my efforts – think that all the work I have done here was worth it

Devout – religious

Been of powerful assistance – have helped me

Catechism – a book giving a summary of the main beliefs of Christianity; the book is organized in question-answer form

Attacked – fought against

Debauchery – focusing on pleasure

Divinities – gods

Vices – bad habit

Invoking – summoning

Sufficient – enough

This pursuit – education

Expedient – way

Constitutes – is

I intend to do away….in which they live – I intend to teach them

Compensate – make up for

Sound instruction – good instruction

Emblems -  images

To effect their salvation – to bring about their salvation

Other Items to Consider ….

“The Jesuits lived with the tribes in their villages and were willing to probe deep into the interior; some traveled as far as present-day Oregon. Despite such diligent efforts, the number of actual converts remained small.

Tensions between the Jesuits and other Frenchmen in the area developed quickly. The root of the problem was the missionaries’ criticism of the use of alcohol in trade with the Indians. The natives quickly developed a dependence on the libation, making the task of conversion all the harder. Jesuit protests achieved their aim in 1662, when the French government outlawed the use of alcohol in the North American fur trade. The rule was hard to enforce; nevertheless, it embittered the majority of traders and trappers…

The fastidious record-keeping habits of the early Jesuits have preserved a valuable record of events in New France. A highly detailed catalog of customs, language and beliefs of the Huron was assembled from the priests’ reports and later published in Jesuit Relations. Much of what is known today about the history, ethnology, and natural science of the area stems from the writings of the Jesuits.”

"The Jesuits." United States History. N.p., n.d. Web. 23 May 2010. <http://www.u-s-history.com/pages/h1145.html>.

Many Jesuit mission settlements lasted only a few years. One reason why the missions did not last was because there were conflicts between the French colonists and the Iroquois. In the early days of New France, the French tended to ally themselves with the Huron, who were enemies of the Iroquois. Though the Jesuits tried to stay out of the wars and preach to both groups of Natives in New France, the Iroquois associated the Jesuits with the French and attacked Huron mission settlements and Jesuits living with Huron tribes. Catholics declared those Jesuits who were killed by the Iroquois “martyrs” and many were later canonized by the Pope.

By Ms. Brittany Lare

Source Used : 

Greer, Allan. The Jesuit Relations: Natives and Missionaries in Seventeenth-Century North America (The Bedford Series in History and Culture). Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2000. Print.
Glossary

Probe deep into the interior – travel far into the country

Diligent – persistent

Dependence on the libation – became addicted to alcohol

Embittered – angered

Fastidious – detailed

Ethnology – science that analyzes and compares human cultures

Stems from – comes from

Martyrs –  as used here, one who dies for a religious cause

Canonized – to be made a Saint (within the Catholic Church)

Name _____________________________________ Date _________ Period _________

How Should We Remember the Jesuits?
Step One : Based on the research that you have just completed, think of three adjectives that you would use to describe the Jesuits and write them on the lines below.

_____________________    ______________________    ____________________

Step Two : Create two supporting statements for your choice of each adjective, using information from the research.

Adjective : 

Supporting Statements from Research :

Adjective : 

Supporting Statements from Research :

Adjective :

Supporting Statements from Research :

Step Three : Write an essay from the information you compiled on the previous page. Your essay will be graded on the following :

· Format – the essay should have a clear introduction, body, and conclusion

· Clear Topic – the essay should clearly answer the focus question

· Content – the essay should include supporting statements for each adjective you chose

· Spelling/Grammar – there should be no simple spelling/ grammar mistakes

· Legibility – You do not need to type your essay but all written essays must be easy to read

· Name, Date, Class Period, Title – All must be included on the essay

You may write this essay on lined paper or type it. Be sure to include/use the information from the first page when writing your essay.

Step Four : In the space below, list the source that you feel was the most valuable in writing your essay, and why,  and the source that you feel was the least valuable, and why. Please use your notes from your research to help you.

Most Valuable Source and Why :

Least Valuable Source and Why :
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