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U.S. Grant-Grant

Thomas Hobbes


Grade Level: 8th Grade
United States History 
Time Frame: one – two 42 minute period classes

Lesson Summary: 
 

Thomas Hobbes discussed the many different political theories. One theory is that people need government involvement in their daily lives. Student’s can connect his theories to our economic conditions of today. Recently, the United States has experienced  very turbulent economic times. In order for our economy to stabilize our government with guidance from top economic advisors decided to bailout banks and companies deemed unable to fail. For fear that if they failed our economy would collapse and our nation would not be able to bounce back. Throughout this lesson, students will refer to the words of Thomas Hobbes and connect his words to the action of our today’s government. Also, student’s will be asked to decide which companies should be given aid and which companies should fail.
Objectives: 
The students should be able to: 


1. Summarize key points of Thomas Hobbes political theories.



2. Connect current events with the political theories of Thomas Hobbes.



3. Evaluate the action of current businesses that operate in the United States

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Great Britain
	Time Period
	American – Current Day

	Limited Monarchy
	Politeia/Regime
	Democracy

	Aristocracy
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Upper – Middle Class

	Mercantilism
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Capitalism

	Tradition
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Self-governing

	


Historical Background for the Teacher: 

Thomas Hobbes lived during the 1600’s a time of tremendous change throughout the world. Hobbes studied in Oxford and after graduation decided to tour Europe. Hobbes developed a keen interest in both philosophy and science. Francis Bacon a well know scientist was a close friend and he also met with Galileo. Thomas Hobbes turned to writing, in his first book Elements in 1640, he stated that he supported the king of England. Due to his beliefs written in Elements he fled to Paris. Hobbes’s greatest work Leviathan was published in 1651, he states that man is not naturally good, but naturally selfish—“of the voluntary acts of every man, the object is some good to himself”. Hobbes concludes that if man were left at a “state of nature” our world would be “brutish and short”. Thomas Hobbes writes that as humans we are selfish creatures that would do anything to better our position. The creation of governments  protect people from our own self destruction.

Procedures: 
I. Previous Night’s Homework     
a.  Read the biography of Thomas Hobbes – highlight important points of view expressed by Thomas Hobbes.

II. Day of Lesson Procedure 

a. Do Now: On ELMO display three important political theories expressed by Thomas Hobbes. 


1. People were naturally wicked and could not be trusted to govern. Therefore, Hobbes believed that an absolute monarchy-a government that gave all power to a king or queen was best.

2. Humans were basically selfish creatures who would do anything to better  their position. Left to themselves people would act on evil impulses.

3. Nations like people were selfishly motivated. Each country was in a constant battle for power and wealth.

Students placed in groups of three-four will view key points and explain the meaning behind each theory. Observe student work and Review with class. Connect to lesson – point number two and three will be used for today’s class. We will review six major controversies in the past two years and evaluate whether or not Hobbes theories still hold truth today.


b. Review the Binary Paideia with the students. 

c. Begin the lesson procedure. 

 Students are already in working groups (depending on class size.) Each group will be handed an article. On Current Event Topics: 1. Mortgage Crisis 2. BP oil crisis in Gulf 3. Massey Energy mine tragedy 4. United States Auto Industry – government lends a hand 5. Tylenol Recall

1. Each group will read articles and highlight important points found in article. Each group is looking for the following:
1. What problem is cited in the article?
2. Explain how the government has reacted to this problem.
3. Make a connection – Refer back to the political theories of Thomas Hobbes. In your opinion do his theories still hold true today?
4. Conclusions: How can we hold this companies responsible for their actions?
5. In your opinion are modern corporations out for profit or do they truly want to protect their employees and consumers?
Summary: Each group will report out on their article and their findings for each company researched.

Homework: Research company discussed with group – List how each company gives back to its community.

Assessment:  written responses to questions 

Extension: Focus on good of each company does this make up for their missteps.
Resources: 

www.nytimes.com
www.fjgei.com/thoughts/nature/hobbes-bio.html 

www.cnn.com
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