



[bookmark: _GoBack] (
All lesson templates, information on the Binary Paideia, methods and many other resources are on the CICERO website to assist you in the research, development and application of your lesson.  You will find the Lesson Templates, Lesson Proposal and Lesson Reflection forms on your district website under TESTOT.
)[image: Small_AIHE_Logo]LESSON PROPOSAL FORM:  TAH GRANT YEAR ONE
 Please Select Topics From the Topic List Provided at the Colloquium

Teachers Name: Phillip J. DeSousa_______________

Title of Lesson:_________Whiskey Rebellion and the Rule of Law

Grade Level:_________6-8____________________

General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson
Topic and Content Focus:

Students will be able explain some of the issues involved in making and enforcing laws by national and local governments.  Students will examine the issue of juvenile crime by imposing curfews on young people. These laws require minors to be off the streets after a certain time, often ten or eleven at night.  


Objective:
SWBAT identify the reasons for the Whiskey Rebellion. SWBAT analyze the events leading up to the Whiskey Rebellion.  SWBAT compare and contrast the whiskey rebellion with current events. SWBAT analyze curfew issues in the United States and New Jersey. SWBAT analyze information pertaining to the significance of the power of the federal government as described in the United States Constitution.

Assessment:
Why should you obey Rules of Law?
1. What are some arguments in favor of curfew laws?  What are arguments against them?  Make a list of each.  
2. Poll your classmates (at least 50) to see how many agree with each position.
3. Write an essay expressing your opinion on the issue.
4. Brainstorm changes or adaptions to curfew laws that you think would make them more flexible.






[image: Small_AIHE_Logo]Historical Content Narrative:  This is a reflection of the content focus of the lesson that is developed as a result of your research.  It is designed to assist you in the development of the lesson content and to clarify the content focus for a colleague who might use this lesson.  It should include engaging historical content, anecdote and essential questions that can be used during the lesson.  It also must include the Binary Paideia.  
Content Narrative:

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Early Federal Government
	Politeia/Regime
	Backcountry farmers & distillers

	Elected Male officials
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Elected Government officials

	US Constitution supreme law
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is	
	Survival

	
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Self-sufficiency

	



The Whiskey Rebellion marked the first major challenge to the authority of the federal government.  The revolt was fairly widespread, affecting more than 200 countries in Pennsylvania, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio and North Carolina.  When the armed rebels gathered in Pittsburgh in 1794, they were not only angry about the whiskey tax but their underrepresentation in state Legislatures.  Many Backcountry farmers felt the new federal government did not represent of understand their interests any better than had the British Parliament prior to independence. 

In 1791, Congress passed Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton’s fiscal plan, which was designed to fund the Revolutionary War debt and stabilize the economy of the United States. The central revenue source for his fiscal plan was an excise tax on whiskey and domestic stills. Hamilton recognized that the tax on whiskey would antagonize westerners, but believed the nation as a whole would be more receptive to it than to a land tax, which would affect a larger population.
Because of poor roads, backcountry farmers had trouble getting their grain to market.  Crops such as wheat and rye were more easily carried to market in liquid form, so farmers made their grain into whiskey.  Whiskey was more expensive than grain and the backcountry farmers could make more money.  Farmers in the backcountry also used the barter system, in which whiskey would be exchanged for needed supplies.

In the summer of 1794, group of farmers in western PA, staged the Whiskey Rebellion as a protest to the tax on Whiskey.  One-armed group beat up a tax collector, tarred and feathered him and stole his horse.   Others threatened Pittsburgh, which was a small community at this time. 

Washington, urged on by Hamilton, was prepared to enforce the tax and crush the rebellion.  They feared that not to acting might undermine the new government and weaken the government’s authority.  

The rebellion ended with no bloodshed.  Washington sent an army into Western PA to put down the rebellion.  As news o the army’s approach spread, the rebels fled.  After much effort, federal troops rounded up about 20 barefoot, ragged prisoners.  Washington had proved his point.  He had shown that he government had the power and the will to enforce its laws.     

Essential questions:
On what ground did some people oppose Hamilton’s plan?
Why were farmers angry about the whiskey tax?
Why did Washington decide to crush the rebellion and enforce the tax?
What other options, if any might Washington have chosen? 
What might the farmers have chosen?
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