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Battles of Trenton and Princeton: Turning Tides of War
Grade Level: 10th grade US History I
United States History
Time Required: 42 minutes

Lesson Summary:
Students will draw on previous class discussion and homework to understand the need for an American victory.  Students will read and evaluate The Crisis for homework to prepare them for this lesson.  Class will discuss the warm-up journal question in order to understand the importance of an American victory.  Students will then engage in a Smartboard activity that will provide them with key information about the battles interactively, while teacher facilitates discussion to ensure that all key historical information is being addressed.  The Smartboard will give the teacher the opportunity to create an interactive lesson in which the students can go up and manipulate the board to be more engaged in the lesson.  To incorporate higher order thinking skills and evaluate student understanding of the content, teacher will ask various open-ended, thought-provoking, and often hypothetical questions regarding the historical significance of this these two very important battles.  Students will then use the Smart Board to compare the two battles. 
Objectives:
· Students will be able to summarize the events of the Battles of Trenton and Princeton, and analyze the impact that these battles had on the American Revolution. 

· Students will compare the battles of Trenton and Princeton and determine how these two battles impacted later battles in the war. 

NJCCCS: 6.1.12.B.2.a, 6.1.12.C.2.a, 6.2.12.A.3.a
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
British Empire
	Time Period
American Revolution

	Society
Patriots

	King in Parliament
	Politeia/Regime
	Assemblies/Congress

	Aristocracy/Gentry
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	White male landowners

	Glorious Revolution
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is


	Republicanism, Charters, John Locke’s Two Treatises

	Loyalty
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Liberty

	


Key Terms:
Battle of Trenton, George Washington, Delaware River, Continental Army, Colonel Johann Rall, Hessians, Nathanial Green, John Sullivan, Henry Knox, Battle of Princeton, General Lord Cornwallis, Colonel Charles Mawhood, John Cadwalader, Brigadier General Hugh Mercer, British garrison, Nassau Hall, Stony Creek, Morristown. 
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Following the defeat at Long Island, the Continental Army was in desperate need for a victory.  The defeat was a major disappointment for American troops in New York and left moral low in the Continental Army.  Ultimately, the battle left a badly defeated Washington to retreat across New Jersey and settle in Pennsylvania to regroup and prepare for the upcoming Battle of Trenton.  Washington devised a plan to cross the Delaware on Christmas night and attack the Hessian garrison at Trenton.  Washington and about 2,400 men crossed the icy Delaware on Christmas night and engaged with the enemy on the next morning.  The Hessians were caught completely of guard.  Washington was able to defeat Colonel Johann Rall and the Hessians at Trenton.  Washington and his men fell back across the Delaware after the victory.  This victory helped to raise moral amongst the soldiers and made it possible for Washington to plan his next attack.  The victory at Trenton gave the Continental Army hope, but they had only defeated the Hessians, Washington now turned his sights to the British garrison at Princeton.  Washington was aware that many of his men were at the end of their enlistment so on December 30th Washington led his men back across the Delaware into New Jersey.  At the same time, General Cornwallis led his unit towards Trenton looking for Washington.  Washington left a unit behind in Trenton to make it appear that they were preparing for battle and then a majority of the Continental forces made and arc around Cornwallis’ men and made their way to Princeton to engage with the British forces that Cornwallis had left behind.  The British soldiers, caught by surprised met defeat at the hands of Washington’s men.  This victory, unlike Trenton, resulted in a victory against the British army not Hessians.  After the victory, Washington and his men retreated to Morristown for the rest of the winter.  Cornwallis and his men retreated to New Brunswick.  The Battles of Trenton and Princeton were not just military victories; they bolstered moral and the spirit of the revolution.  With out these victories the patriot cause might very well have died that winter. 
Anticipatory Set:
· Ask students if they have ever been to Trenton, Washington’s Crossing, or Princeton.  Discuss with the students what there experiences were like to help connect what they know about the area to what they will learn.

Do Now Activity: 
On the left side of their interactive notebooks, students will answer the following journal question tying previously learning material to today’s lesson: 
On December 25th Washington had The Crisis read to his soldiers before the Crossing of the Delaware and the Battle of Trenton.  Why did Washington choose to have it read to his soldiers then?

Procedures:
· Students will complete warm-up journal entry and participate in follow-up discussion highlighting the on The Crisis and Washington’s decision to have it read to the men before the Battle of Trenton.  Students will discuss why there was a need for a victory for the Americans.
· Anticipatory question:  Ask students if any of them have ever been to Trenton, Washington’s Crossing, or Princeton.  Have them discuss what there experiences were when they visited to help then relate to the Battles that will be discussed.

· Students will participate in an interactive Smartboard lesson on the Battles of Trenton and Princeton.  The Smartboard will provide the students the opportunity to examine two of the most important battles of the American Revolution.  Students will discuss and interact with the Smart Board to examine the earlier defeat at Long Island, the retreat into New Jersey, and the importance of the victories at Trenton and Princeton. 
· Teacher will facilitate a whole group discussion summarizing all of the information presented to create a clear picture of the battles and then extend this content knowledge by asking hypothetical and open-ended question that force higher level synthesis of the material: What would have happened if the hessians had learned about the surprise attack?  How did trickery and luck play into the victories at both Trenton and Princeton?  How did these victories impact the American cause?  What would have happened if Washington had lost either or both of these major battles?
· Students will then participate in a Smartboard vortex activity in which students will compare the two battles by interactively selecting correct key terms and matching them to the correct battle.  

· (Note) If a Smart Board is not available, that section can be substituted with a PowerPoint and group discussion. 

Homework/ Assessment:
Students will create a historical marker for 1776 the Battles of Trenton and Princeton.  The historical marker must include a creative border, the year, and the important event being highlighted.  The marker must also include a detailed two-paragraph summary of the event and an explanation of why it is important.  Students can view some real historical markers as examples of what a historical marker is and why they are used.
Extension:
Plan a field trip to Washington’s Crossing.  
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/parks/washcros.html 
Resources:
Thomas Paine: The Crisis
http://www.ushistory.org/paine/crisis/c-01.htm 

DVD: The Crossing (2000)

The Winter Soldiers: The Battles for Trenton and Princeton: Richard Ketchum
Author of Lesson:
Dawn Lambert
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