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LESSON PROPOSAL FORM:  TAH GRANT YEAR TWO
 Please Select Topics From the Topic List Provided at the Colloquium

Teacher/s Name:__Shawn Counard  and Christina Pullella_________________________

Title of Lesson:____Causes of the Civil War______________________

Grade Level:_____10_________

General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson

Topic and Content Focus:

In this lesson each student will receive a packet of data cards that include information, data, and photographs on the causes of the Civil War.  They will break up into groups of 2 and debate the various causes, creating a ranking system from most important to least (opinion based).  After a class discussion on the groups rankings students will show their understanding by creating an editorial about the causes of the Civil War.  They will describe what they feel is the primary reason for the Civil War and within the editorial, provide historical and statistical data in proving their argument.  They will be writing as if it were published in Harper’s Weekly in 1860.

Objective:

1. Students will be able to investigate through primary sources, secondary sources the various cause of the Civil War.
2. Students will be able to analyze and compare the various causes of the Civil War and examine how they individually and collectively affected the Civil War.

Assessment:

Students will write an editorial responding to the unrest in the Union.  They will outline specific events that have lead to this unrest and possibly lead to war.

Historical Content Narrative:  This is a reflection of the content focus of the lesson that is developed as a result of your research.  It is designed to assist you in the development of the lesson content and to clarify the content focus for a colleague who might use this lesson.  It should include engaging historical content, anecdote and essential questions that can be used during the lesson.  It also must include the Binary Paideia.  

Content Narrative:

When this nation was officially formed in 1787 the founding fathers tip-toed around the question of slavery.  As the nation expanded West slavery was the elephant in the room that kept rearing its ugly head.  Compromise after compromise was created but the issue of slavery was never solved.  As of 1830 the abolitionist movement was gaining serious ground in the North which triggered an equal and opposite reaction in the South as they defended their “peculiar institution”.  With the publishing of Uncle Tom’s Cabin in 1852 it became clear there were irreparable wounds festering between the North and the South.   The series of clashes that occurred between 1850 and 1861 over the issue of slavery could lead to only one inevitable conclusion, Civil War. 

The tensions between the North and South began to grow by leaps and bounds with the publishing of Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe in 1852.  The novel portrayed slavery at its most disgusting level.  The South took tremendous offense to the novel due to its evil portrayal of slavery.  Some southern slave owners never came close to treating their slaves as brutally as it was portrayed in the book.  Northerners on the other hand took to the book to heart.  To Northerners the book was the truth and was a shining example as to why slavery should be abolished or at least prevented from spreading.  The importance of the book can be seen when President Lincoln meet Stowe for the first time and said, “So this is the little lady that started this big war.”

Blood shed over this issue of slavery began not in 1861 but in 1854 with the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act.  The act allowed for the new territories of Kansas and Nebraska to use the policy of popular-sovereignty which allowed for the people living in the territories to vote for or against allowing slavery.  As a result floods of Northern abolitionist and Southern pro-slavery supporters settled into the areas.  Fighting eventually broke out between the two camps and it became known as “Bleeding Kansas.” 

The events in Kansas lead to the creation of the Republican Party.  The platform of the Republican Party was strictly as an anti-slavery party.  At the same time the Republican Party was formed the Wig Party disintegrated and the Democratic Party split over the issue of slavery into Northern and Southern sections.  One of the shining stars of the newly formed Republican Party was Abraham Lincoln.  During the Illinois senate campaign Lincoln took on the incumbent Stephen Douglas.  Even though Lincoln lost his moderate stance on slavery (not allowing it to spread) gained him fame in the North as an abolitionist while causing hatred towards him from Southern Americans.  

In 1857 a decision made by the Supreme Court of the United States in Dred Scott v. Sanford put the country on edge and forced it to take another step towards disunion.  The Supreme Court had decided the United States Congress had no authority to prohibit slavery in the territories even if the territories wanted to ban it.  Essentially the ruling made popular sovereignty illegal in the western territories of the United States.  Also, the ruling established that slaves were not citizens of the United States and could not become free by moving from a slave state to a free state.  The Dred Scott decision nullified the Compromise of 1850 and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.  Southerners applauded the decision and felt their system of slavery had finally received the backing of the United States government.  However, most Northerners found the decision to be appalling and refused to follow the ruling.  The decision by northern abolitionists to ignore the ruling convinced that South slavery would never be accepted by the country as a whole.  

John Brown was one of those extreme northern abolitionists that felt slavery needed to be abolished immediately.  He and his followers including some of his sons decided to try and insight a slave uprising in the South.  His goal was to capture the guns located at the U.S arsenal in Harper’s Ferry, Virginia and inspire slaves to take up arms against their slave masters.  However, after he captures the arsenal he was surrounded and forced to surrender by Robert E. Lee.  John Brown’s Raid made Southerners even more fearful of abolitionist attacks and slave uprisings.  In response they began to arm and train their state and local militias.   



All of the tensions that had built up between anti-slavery and pro-slavery Americans came to a head during the 1860 Presidential election.  Northern and Southern Democrats could not decide on a single candidate so they decided on two.  The reason for the division was, of course, slavery.  The move to have two candidates run for President divided the democratic vote in half.  The Democratic division left the Presidential office wide open for a united Republican party.  Republicans choose Abraham Lincoln to run.  Four days after Abraham Lincoln was elected President, South Carolina and six other states seceded from the Union and created the Confederate States of America under the newly elected President of the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis.  Compromise and reconciliation between the two countries failed and with the confederate firing on Fort Sumter on April 12th, 1861 the Civil War began.  

Key Terms
· Civil War -  war between the United States of America and the Confederate States of America over the issue of slavery 
· Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Book written by Harriet Beecher Stowe that portrayed slavery in its most evil form.  

· Kansas-Nebraska Act-  established that the new states of Kansas and Nebraska would use popular sovereignty to decide whether or not slavery would exist is those states

· Popular Sovereignty -  policy of deciding slavery in which the people over a territory could vote on the issue 
· Republican Party-  political party established on the platform of anti-slavery 

· Abraham Lincoln-  Republican President of the United States during the Civil War that gained his fame during the Lincoln-Douglas debates over a senate seat in Illinois.  

· Dred Scott Decision -  Supreme Court ruling that stated Congress had no right to ban slavery in the territories.

· John Brown- radical abolitionist who led a raid on the U.S arenal in Harper’s Ferry, VA. trying to insight a slave uprising.  
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Day 1 Procedures

Do Now Activity: 
a. Entrance Card- on the index card provided answer the following questions:  What are the top 5 causes of increased sectional tensions?
2. Wrap around activity to discover the students’ answers.  

Procedures:
1. Review previous nights’ homework in connection with the Do Now activity.
a. Reading and questions on the Causes of the Civil War
2. After class discussion, break the students into groups of two.  The group will compare their entrance card and be giving their data cards with information on each of the causes of the Civil War.  They will debate and decide what they feel is the most significant cause.
3. After a class discussion on the groups rankings students will show their understanding by creating an editorial about the causes of the Civil War.  

a. The teacher will review on the board what is expected of their writing (thesis statement, main ideas, citing examples from the data cards, conclusion, etc).  

b. They will describe what they feel is the primary reason for the Civil War and within the editorial, provide historical and statistical data in proving their argument.  They will be writing as if it were published in Harper’s Weekly in 1860.
Homework:
Students are to finish the essay for homework.  

All lesson templates, information on the Binary Paideia, methods and many other resources are on the CICERO website to assist you in the research, development and application of your lesson.  You will find the Lesson Templates, Lesson Proposal and Lesson Reflection forms on your district website under TESTOT.
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