
TAH Grant Lesson Plan


“Colonial Religion & Culture: 1690-1900, the South & Slavery”
Grade Level: Grade 11, American Literature & Slavery Study
Time Required: Three or four 40-minute class periods

Lesson Summary:
The students will work independently and with a partner, then as a whole class to examine: 1) historical context of slavery in the South, and 2) slave narratives. They will focus on the early days of South Carolina and then branch out to narratives of choice. They will draw comparisons between the historical context and the later slave narratives. 
Objectives:
The students will be able to:

1. Explain how primary documentation of slavery (via autobiographical sketches) begins to shed light on

that which we could not have known from pre-multilingual slavery (pre-literacy). 

2. Evaluate the power of access to (or barrier of) language to dominate a culture. 
3. Acknowledge and apply different perspectives of slaveholders, Abolitionists, and Slaves (including 

Native Americans, but also African and other slaves) in South Carolina to personal narratives of later

  ages.

4. Consider, research and articulate the role of religion in the perpetuation of slavery in the 17th and 18th centuries.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society 

Slaves (Native American, African)

	Time Period

1690-1890

	Society 

Slaveholders in Southern region, the aristocracy (wealthy landowners)

	Governed by Colonists, but no real government within the slave society itself.
	Politeia/Regime

(Structure of Gov’t)


	Aristocracy

	None within the early slave society; later the literate & those in communication with whites

	Politeuma/Ruling Class


	Wealthy, White slaveholders 

	Oppression, occasional rebellion, resilience through song and escape 


	Paideia/What makes a society what it is?


	Access to education & primers, New Testament/ Church Tradition,
Feudal order


	Liberty/Freedom, Christian Virtue
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence


	Feudal, Christian, and American Revolution Virtue

	


Key Terms:
Narrative: (noun) 

1 : something that is told (as a story) in detail; also : to provide spoken commentary for : story, account
2 : the art or practice of narration
3 : the representation in art of an event or story; also : an example of such a representation
Second Treatise of Government: (noun)

1690, John Locke writes that slavery as an institution is permissible as long as it resulted in capture from a “just war”. This was the legitimization for much of the enslavement of Native Americans. 
Historical Background for the Teachers:
Slavery in the South is complicated by the ‘evolution’ of the slave from the earliest settlers to the earliest aristocracy to emerge in South Carolina in particular. Most slaves came initially from Africa, mainly because they were familiar with a terrain similar to that in South Carolina, therefore they were seemingly ‘bred’ for such work. 
The barrier of language and literacy permeated the troubled history of slavery for over two-hundred years. Examining later slave narratives of Frederick Douglass and others will shed partial light on the slave experience, giving voice to those who could not for over a century. Frederick Douglass’s narrative should be framed within a careful structure that informs students his experience was slightly atypical. Students should examine why that statement is true. Earlier slave narratives that were recorded and transcripted help to bridge the gap in understanding between the 17th century slaves and the 19th century slaves. Also of note, when reading or listening to a century’s worth of narratives is the role of religion to justify dominance at the same time that religion served as a bulwark for slaves trying to survive. 
Anticipatory Set/Do Now Activity: 

K-W-L Chart
The teacher will use the board while students use their notes to write what they know about slavery in the south, what they want to know, and then a column for what they’ve learned after the three-day unit. The discussion should be directed to include slave holders, places where slavery was rampant vs. those where it was not. 
Procedures:
Day One.

1. KWL charts written, shared, with teacher recording all of the “K”s and then “W”s on the board.
2. Based on the two articles read for homework (due today) students will answer questions in pairs regarding slavery in the seventeenth century. [These articles are excerpts from references 1, 2, and 7 below.] 

3. As a class, we will note that the first slaves could not have recorded their own narratives. Ask the students why this is so to lead some to realize they wouldn’t likely have similar languages, nor, especially command of the English language, let alone the writing skills and literacy required. 

4. We will begin our reading from Frederick Douglass together in class. The students will write a journal response to three selections from the reading, which they will finish for homework. 

5. Homework: Finish the reading independently for Day Three, responding to three separate passages in the form of a dialectical journal. 

Day Two. 

1. The students will meet in the computer lab in order to research the American Narratives site (reference 3 below). Instruction sheet provided.

2. The responses detailed on the sheet are due tomorrow in class along with the Frederick Douglass reading and journaling.

Day Three. 

1. Students will begin with a “Quaker reading” using the quotes they selected from Frederick Douglass’s writing. [We use this method when reading emotionally powerful texts. Students wait in quiet until the ‘spirit’ of the writing ‘moves’ them to read a powerful line. Some repeat the same lines, some repeat their own lines—sometimes it begins to sound like a refrain—and the lines simply speak for themselves.]

2. Students will have a general discussion of their different reactions to the reading, resolving any questions as we go. 

3. Using a 3-Circle Venn diagram, the students will work in pairs to label Douglass’s narrative, the narratives from the web, and the history of southern slavery in order to deduce similarities and differences. 
Homework:
See above by Day.
Assessment:
Students’ responses and journals will be assessed. The teacher will monitor discussion and diagrams.
Extension:
· Students may be interested to see other Slave Narratives written by Olaudah Equiano, Harriet A. Jacobs, or even Alex Haley’s quest to discover the heritage of Kunta Kinte. They may make comparisons and contracts using Venn diagrams or other graphic organizers, and may even write a comparison essay. 
· Accelerated students may be interested in reading Toni Morrison’s “Beloved” and writing a response. 

Resources:
1. "SOUTHERN COLONIES." The Reader's Companion to American History. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1991. History Study Center. ProQuest LLC. 1 June 2010 <http://www.historystudycenter.com/>. 

2. "Slavery and the American Revolution." The American Revolution 1775-1783: An Encyclopedia. New York: Routledge, 1985. History Study Center. ProQuest LLC. 6 June 2010 <http://www.historystudycenter.com/>.

3. http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/wpa/wpahome.html. (Audio, transcripts and pictures of early Slave Narratives taken from interviews in the 1930s.)
4. Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass: An American Slave, Written by Himself. 2nd. Bedfor/St.Martin's, 2002. Print. 

5. Equiano, Olaudah. The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano: or, Gustavus Vassa, the African . Pbk. Modern Library, 2004. Print.
6. Excerpts from “Roots” by Alex Haley

7. http://www.pbs.org/race/000_About/002_04-background-02-08.htm [Answers questions regarding areas of rampant slavery, slaveholders, why Africans were slaves of choice in the South, etc.]

Author of Lesson:

Paige Morgan
American Slave Narratives:  An Online Anthology

Objective: To examine and react to American slave narratives.

Procedure:

For this assignment, we will have one class period in the computer lab. 

1. Visit the site entitled: American Slave Narratives:  An Online Anthology  (http://xroads.virginia.edu/~hyper/wpa/wpahome.html).  You should first read "Reading the Narratives." This short passage reemphasizes that the content and form of the readings is disconcerting to many modern readers due to the language.  Some of the narratives do include content that might be unsettling, in terms of whippings and brutality.  While it is important to understand the capacity of humans to commit evil in order to avoid repetition of history, if you are uncomfortable with a passage, stop reading and choose another narrative.

2. You will select three narratives to read entirely.  Small excerpts describe each briefly in the index.

3. For each of your three narratives, you will 

I. read it,

II. Take notes on your reading—do not print the website or "cut and paste"—these notes are to be your own, handwritten words. 

III. Write a response to the narrative.

4. The written responses and notes are due __________________________________.
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