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Teacher Name: John Russell
Title of Lesson: The Sectional Crisis: The Compromise of 1850

Grade Level: High School

General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson:
This will be an examination of the turbulent decade that preceded the American Civil War, America’s defining moment. The focus of this lesson is going to be on the Compromise of 1850, legislation that once again put a band-aid on the slavery issue that had been plaguing the nation since its conception. Students are going to analyze excerpts of the actual compromise using the APPARTs (primary document analysis tool) as well as other primary documents from important figures associated with the compromise (i.e. Stephen Douglas, Henry Clay, John C. Calhoun, etc.) Students will complete individual research on actual figures that represent the varying sectional opinions that weighed in on this controversial legislation. Finally, students will create mock Facebook pages for an assigned individual integral in the compromise using information gathered both in class and through individual research. After constructing these pages to represent the perspective of their historical figure, students will “visit” the other pages to comment on the impact and longevity of the compromise and debate which section of the nation negotiated the better arrangement. 
Objectives:
· Students will be able to analyze the Compromise of 1850 to understand the key components in order to create a mock Facebook page that represents one perspective of that key historical issue. 
· Students will conduct individual research on key Compromise participants to understand their personal reactions and positions regarding the Compromise in order to better understand the debate between the various perspectives.  
NJCCCS 6.1.12.D.3.c, LAL Core Standards RH Grades 9-10 #1-6, 8-10
Assessment:
Students will first construct a three-page mock Facebook spread for a historical person involved in the Compromise of 1850 that includes background information as well as relationships with other important figures and historical perspective on the controversial issues surrounding the Compromise. Students will then “visit” the pages of other Compromise participants and leave relevant and accurate “comments” on each other’s “walls” from their assigned person’s perspective. 
Historical Content/Narrative:
At the completion of the Mexican-American War, America received a huge amount of territory from Mexico as part of the Mexican Cession. Although, in theory, this was important for our nation in that it completed our Manifest Destiny, a goal that dominated early American history, there was a huge problem boiling under the service as this new acquisition of land exacerbated the slavery question. Debate examined if these lands should be open to America’s peculiar institution. This entire incident was foreshadowed at the beginning of the war with the Wilmot Proviso that attempted to ban slavery in all land acquired from Mexico. Although it passed in the House of Representatives, it failed in the Senate because of the parity that had been established between slave states and free states allowing the slave states to block the maneuver. With a sectional crisis looming, the “great compromiser” himself, Henry Clay, was brought out of retirement to draft a solution to the issue as he had done so many times in the past. In actuality, although Clay was the figurehead of all this, it was actually Stephen Douglas, a senator from Illinois, who brokered this deal, once again postponing the outbreak of secession and civil war. The Compromise, which became possible after the mysterious death of President Zachary Taylor, consisted of five provisions. First, Texas’ boundary and compensation issues were settled. Second, California was admitted to the Union as a free state. Third, the slave trade (not slavery) was banned in the District of Columbia. Fourth, a stronger Fugitive Slave Act was enacted. Finally, slavery in the New Mexico and Utah territories would be determined by popular sovereignty. Although both sides had serious reservations about parts of the bill, the measure did quiet sectional tensions for four years until the controversial Kansas-Nebraska Act re-intensified the sectional crisis.
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