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De Tocqueveille and the Social Conditions of the 1840s-France and US
Grade Level: 10-12  Honors French 5
Time Required: 5 forty minute periods

Lesson Summary:

To compare and analyze DeTocqueville’s style and imagery in French  as foreshadowing of French revolution of 1848 from his speech and  to compare conditions of society in both countries as parallel trends
Objectives:
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Constitutional Monarchy
	Politeia/Regime
	The Second Republic

	Napoleonic Nobiltity
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Constitutional assembly

	Financial stability and central administration
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Political reform and labor and social change

	
	
	Free speech and assembly

	
	
	


Key Terms:

Civil-relating to citizens and their interrelations to one another and the state

Status quo-the current state of affairs

Abolitionist-one who wants to put an end to (US –slavery)

French government:  republic, monarchy, assemblee nationale

 
Historical Background for the Teachers

Alexis de Tocqueville sounds the clarion call in a speech to the governmental body of the Chambre des deputes of the imminent ruin that appears before France in civil unrest as it concerns property and its unfair distribution in the 1848 failing government with its entrenched monarchal blindness to social conditions of workers of that day in the emerging industrial revolution.   France has definitively abolished slavery that year but faces disruptions in its political machine due to the social condition of workers, the US parallels the struggle of man’s civil identity as faces its own budding revolt of the social status quo from famous thinkers and activists.

Anticipatory Set:     Day 1:
  Abolition- what is it and how did it impact the US?  Discuss



         Day 2:   The following quote by De Tocqueville in a speech in 1848 says « Je crois que nous nous endormons sur un volcan »

                                  Day 3: Original source; de Tocqueville’s handwritten speech to 1848 assembly

Project from web link: http://www.tocqueville.culture.fr/fr/engagements/popup/html/a_18481.html


                                   Day 4: Project link of entire 1848 de Tocqueville speech: www.assemblee-nationale.fr/histoire/Tocqueville1848.asp


     Day 5:  Write the date 1840-50 and beneath, one column labled US and the other France

                            With the name William Llyoyd Garrison (abolitionist) in the US column and the name

Victor Schoelcher(abolitionist) in the France Column

Do Now Activity:  Day 1:
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/histoire/esclavage/abolition.asp#1848
In pairs, at computer lab,  review link, watch video & identify Victor Schloecher, who is he, what did he do in 1848



        Day 2:
How can this quote relate to social problems like slavery, social justice and abolition in 1840’s France and US?  Write a reaction using your homework research

In 1848, France is facing a social uprising against the government.  In 1848 in the US, Henry David Thoreau gives lectures called The Rights and Duties of the individual in relation to Government which gives rise to  ideas that evoke the government as a machine that produces injustice.  What are the similarities in what Thoreau is implying and on De Tocqueville research?



      Day 3:  Skim document for cognates or known words



      Day 4:   Have students read homework sentences and match to projected speech



      Day 5:  Write a statement that compares and explains the names and titles on the board

Procedures:
Day 1:  
1-Pairs report findings of Do Now





 2-By taking notes, reflect on what you know of abolitionists in US pre Civil 





 War 



 3-Discuss reflections and compare to Victor Schloecher’s story and 



 introduce name of de Tocqueville as a major figure in 1848 France



Day 2:

1-Discuss responses to Antic set and report findings of homework research




            2-Using website, follow links to observe timelines and historical progression 





of France’s return to the July Monarchy and Napoleon’s influence.



Day 3:

1-Identify terms recognizable in document and suggest possible meanings





2-Students will record the list of French words :





politique, publique, morale, equitable and gouvernement- 




3-Pair students to create an 1848 context for these terms in France and discuss the way they  conform to de Tocqueville’s idealogy




4-Have pairs relate their findings to class



Day 4:

1-Have stuents translate all findings of vocab in speech





2-Discuss how the sentences describe the social conditions of France in 1848





3-Have students read the entire speech with in small groups, taking turns and assisting others with meaning





4-Discuss with classany areas that require clarity following group reading



Day 5:

1-Discuss set activity and assign group project to begin following quiz





2- Assign group members for project.  Each group will submit an outline of one of the following topics: civil and social rights , industry/ commerce and lieterature/.  Each froup member must take either an individual, event or product(art/writing) representative of both France and the US during the time periods of 1840-1860.  The choices must be made to demonstrate similarity of trends in both countries and will be accompanied by a visual image presented and explained, a written commentary of 1 page and a bibliography  for each group member.  The group must determine that each member selects items that complement the topical choice of the group.





3-Take vocabulary quiz

Homework:
Day 1:

Research: Who is de Tocqueville, what are his famous works, what where his

Views on society and can he be considered an abolitionist

Day 2:

Since 1848 marks France’s definitive end to slavery, what is the volcano to 



which, de Tocqueville is referring in the 1848 speech to the Chambre des deputes? Using the following quotes, react to what you believe is the civil right that de Tocqueville refers and what does he fear: Si je jette, messieurs, un regard attentif sur la classe qui gouverne, sur la classe qui a des droits et sur celle qui est gouvernée, ce qui s'y passe m'effraie et m'inquiète.     

 Ce n’est pas une émeute, c’est la plus terrible de toutes les guerres civiles, la guerre de classe à classe, de ceux qui n’ont rien contre ceux qui ont. »
(Lettre d’Alexis de Tocqueville à Paul Clamorgan, 24 juin 1848) 

         Day 3:
Go to link of de Tocqueville and skim the speech-for words from class list:

politique, publique, morale, equitable, gouvernement and write out sentences in which they appear.


       Day 4:
Study for vocabulary quiz being responsible for those that relate to both US and France as well as vocabulary from speech

      Day 5:
Begin research for project and submit choice in writing.

Assessment:

!- quiz on key vocabulary terms  from de Tocqueville’s speech and his book

2-Group presentation project that researches one of the following topics for comparison during the periods of 1830-1850 in US & France:

labor conditions, economy, literary movements and political stand on slavery

[image: image1.jpg]3- Statement to analyze parallels and differences of  topics from group presentations at the final conclusion of project presentations.
Resources: 

http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/histoire/esclavage/abolition.asp#1848
http://www.assemblee-nationale.fr/histoire/Tocqueville1848.asp-French government and history

http://www.tocqueville.culture.fr/fr/engagements/popup/html/a_18481.html (Original source document)
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