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LESSON PROPOSAL FORM:  TAH GRANT YEAR ONE

 Please Select Topics from the Topic List Provided at the Colloquium

Teacher/s Name: Louis Cote_____________________________________________

Title of Lesson: Isolationism and Pacifism: the role of the United States during the World Wars________________________________________

Grade Level:_10th grade_______________________

General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson

Topic and Content Focus:

This lesson will cover the periods of American History during World War I and World War II in which the United States decided to initially remain neutral. Students will first discuss the major reasons the United States initially decided to remain neutral during the First World War and ultimately their eventually reasons for becoming involved in the conflict. Students will construct a binary paideia chart listing major characteristics of American society during World War I with the teacher’s guidance. 
The Students will then construct a binary paideia for American society during World War II and then discuss the United States’ role in World War II and their initial reasons for remaining neutral. The student’s major goal during this lesson will be to predict the United States’ motives (political, economic, and idealistic) for eventually entering World War II based on the nation’s experiences during World War I and by comparing and contracting the binary paideia, especially the ‘what makes society what is’ portion. The major purpose of this lesson is for students to see United States History as a cohesive whole, rather than just a series of random isolated events.
Objective:

· Students will be able to define the term Isolationism

· Students will be able to define the term Pacifism

· Students will discuss the major aspects of American society during World War I and World War II by constructing a binary paideia in which they will predict the United States’ reasons for entering WWII
Assessment:

· Completion of the binary paideia 

· Finally, students will develop an informed opinion in which they will decide whether or not they agree with the decisions to enter the war based on primary sources and prior knowledge

Historical Content Narrative:  
This is a reflection of the content focus of the lesson that is developed as a result of your research.  It is designed to assist you in the development of the lesson content and to clarify the content focus for a colleague who might use this lesson.  It should include engaging historical content, anecdote and essential questions that can be used during the lesson.  It also must include the Binary Paideia.  
Content Narrative:
The major purpose of this lesson is for students to work with a partner to understand the principles of isolationism and pacifism and understand the role these principles played in the United States during both World Wars and what eventually made the American people compromise those ideas and enter both wars. Students will also develop an informed opinion on whether or not the United States should have been involved in either conflict.

What are the major principles of Pacifism and Isolationism?

Pacifism – opposition to war or violence as a means of settling disputes; refusal to bear arms on moral or religious grounds.
Many people in the United States objected to both Wars on religious grounds. Public opinion was also strongly against the war. The hit song ‘I didn’t raise my boy to be a soldier’ illustrated this idea very well. Secretary of State Williams Jennings Bryant was a pacifist as was President Woodrow Wilson (to a point). Wilson attempted to reconcile the differences among major With the institution of the Military Service Act of 1916 pacifist refused to enlist and became known as conscientious objectors. Those that did join the war-effort worked in non-combat roles: orderlies, ambulance drivers, etc. 

Isolationism – opposition to political and economic entanglements with other countries
Isolationists did not want the United States to be involved politically OR economically in the war. The ‘economic entanglements’ portion of this will be addressed by asking students to think about why many isolationists would object to the ‘cash-and-carry’ policy during World War II in which the United States supplied Allied Nations which may have inadvertently made the United States a target. This is also very extremely important to address during World War I in that the major reasons the United States committed forces to the war effort was to 
1. Ensure allied repayment of debts because the U.S. was already supplying the Allied Forces

2. Prevent the Germans from threatening U.S. Shipping (of goods to the Allies)
How did the United States stance towards intervention develop as the war went on?

Students will develop a binary paideia about World War I and World War II illustrating especially the type of society each was at the outbreak of each War.  
WWI: 

Many people felt that there was no reason to join a struggle 3,000 miles away that didn’t threaten American lives or property. The winner wasn’t a matter of national concern although many Americans did have sympathy for the Allies. This was based on the ties individual nations had based on nations from which they had emigrated. Supposed German atrocities committed by Germans in Belgium also turned public opinion in favor of the Allied forces.


Perhaps the major issue to address is that the United States has much stronger economic ties with the Allies and assisted France and Great Britain twice as much as it did Germany. As an example of this to illustrate to the class; during the first two years of the war, the United States experienced a labor shortage due to Allied requests for weapons. The major issue and reason for the United States entry into the war was to
1.  Ensure allied repayment of debts because the U.S. was already supplying the Allied Forces

2. Prevent the Germans from threatening U.S. Shipping (of goods to the Allies)

Germany resuming unrestricted submarine warfare and the Zimmerman note are the overt actions that finally cause the United States to declare to ‘make the world safe for democracy’

WWII:


President Roosevelt declares after Germany invades Poland that Hitler is a madman, but he will keep the United States out of any foreign war. ‘I have seen war and I hate war’, but he is also quick to say that ‘even a neutral nation cannot be asked to close his mind or conscience’ and seems to think that there can be no peace in a world controlled by madmen. Although not directly involved militarily, the United States supplies the allies through the “cash-and-carry” program. This policy upsets isolationists who do not want to be politically OR militarily involved in the conflict and argue that supplying the allies makes the United States a target.


After the Italy, Germany, and Japan declare the tripartite pact president Roosevelt calls for ‘All aid short of war’ to the allies, increases military spending and institutes a draft. As Roosevelt moves closer to war the isolationists and pacifists objections become louder and louder. As Roosevelt runs for reelection part of his platform is to keep the United States out of war ‘except in the case of attack’. He eventually institutes Lend-Lease and the oil-embargo on Japan eventually results in the United States waiting again for an ‘overt’ action which comes in the form of Pearl Harbor.

What are the students’ opinions regarding the similarities and differences between the U.S. involvement during the First and Second World Wars? Can they find any similarities in American interventions in these two major historical periods?
It will be up to the students to compare and contrast the information by constructing a binary paideia based on the events described above with the teacher’s aid. Students will then attempt to determine ‘in their opinion’ the major reasons for the United States’ involvement in both conflicts based on the evidence. Students will have to provide at least three pieces of evidence for each case. Finally, the students will decide whether or not they believe these were the correct reasons to go to war. For example, Students can compare to the economic motives of World War I to the economic motives of World War II. How much merit does ‘making the world safe for democracy’ hold during World War I. What about during World War II? Can they see any similarities in American interventions in these two major historical periods?
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
United States’ reaction to World War I
	Time Period
1914 to 1945
	Society
Unites States’ reaction to World War II

	Democracy (Woodrow Wilson)
	     Politeia/Regime
	Democracy (Franklin Delano Roosevelt) 

	Media, Capitalism, Commercial Interests
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	People, Media, League of Nations, Neutrality Acts, Commercial Interests

	Isolationism, “Keep us out of the war”, “To make the world safe for democracy” Democracy vs. Monarchies
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Pacifist Principles, “I have seen war and I hate war”
Democracy v. Fascism,

	“Peace without victory”, moral values, integrity, forgiveness
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Moral values, integrity, democracy
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