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LESSON PROPOSAL FORM:  TAH GRANT YEAR Two
Teacher/s Name:____Andrew Forshay & Melanie Lomas__________

Title of Lesson:__       John Brown- Martyr or Madman?_____________

Grade Level:_               High School__________________________

General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson

Topic and Content Focus:

Students will use primary sources & images to analyze differing regional views on John Brown’s place in United States History.  Students will discover that some Northern & Western abolitionists viewed Brown as a hero, while others disagreed with the violent means used in his efforts to end slavery.  Students will also discover that Southerners, Democrats & some Westerners viewed Brown as a madmen and a criminal.

Students will apply prior their knowledge about the events of Bleeding Kansas, the Pottawattomie Massacre & raid at Harpers Ferry.  Students will discover that even statues and national landmarks contain bias & differing viewpoints on the same historical events.
Objectives:

· Students will interpret primary source documents. 

· Students will explain the views that developed because of John Brown’s Raid. 

· Students will choose and defend a position concerning John Brown and his raid. 

· Students will identify the long range impact of John Brown’s Raid. 
Assessment:

· Primary source document analysis worksheet- 1 point of view
· Discussion/Debate- Martyr or Madman?

· Student written response – their opinion

Historical Content Narrative:  
This is a reflection of the content focus of the lesson that is developed as a result of your research.  It is designed to assist you in the development of the lesson content and to clarify the content focus for a colleague who might use this lesson.  It should include engaging historical content, anecdote and essential questions that can be used during the lesson. 
Content Narrative:
SUMMARY OF JOHN BROWN’S LIFE

Of all the characters that played significant roles on the Kansas stage during the drama that was Bleeding Kansas, none left a legacy that compares to the controversial abolitionist, John Brown. Born in Torrington, Connecticut, on May 9, 1800, Brown most likely picked up his ideas concerning the institution of chattel slavery and emancipation from his father, Owen Brown, who reportedly liberated slaves from a Virginian traveling through Connecticut. The younger Brown worked as a farmer and tanner in Hudson, Ohio, and then Richmond, Pennsylvania, a vocation that earned him a living and a respectable reputation in his community. Over time, however, his various business ventures proved to be financially unsuccessful, and Brown went through bankruptcy in 1842; by the time he removed to Kansas he was nearing that point again. 

Brown’s ardent hatred of the evil institution of slavery made him an active opponent of its spread into the new territories of the West. He also aspired by any means (including the use of force) to eliminate the legally sanctioned institution from the nation. The passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854 gave Brown the opportunity to focus his energies towards the destruction of slavery. In October 1855, Brown followed five of his sons and their families to Kansas. Together they soon became actively involved in the struggle that was “Bleeding Kansas,” which pitted the free-state forces against proslavery partisans.

A series of battles ensued in which Brown and his supporters were actively engaged. On May 21, 1856, Missourians, under the command of Sheriff Samuel Jones, sacked the town of Lawrence. In retaliation for this attack, on May 24 Brown led a small force of free-state men against proslavery settlements on Pottawatomie Creek--five proslavery men were brutally murdered and hostilities merely escalated. A pitched battle was fought between Brown’s company and a proslavery force led by Henry Clay Pate at Black Jack (near Baldwin City, Douglas County) on June 2. Open warfare finally culminated on August 30 with the battle of Osawatomie along the banks of the Marais des Cygnes River, where Old John Brown lost one of his sons, Frederick. Brown had played an active role in the hostilities that had plunged Kansas into bloody turmoil during the year of 1856. 

In 1857 Brown headed east on a fund-raising tour for his anti-slavery crusade. It was during this time period that Brown began his preliminary planning to attack the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia (now a part of West Virginia). Renewed fighting ensued in Kansas throughout years of 1857 and 1858. Brown all the while went forward with his active plans to recruit volunteers to seize the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry. His intended goal was the capture of the arsenal, followed by the arming of slaves from nearby southern plantations and a general slave insurrection. Civil war and the effective destruction of slavery would be the fruits of his victory should his plan succeed.

After leading on last raid from Kansas into Missouri and leading eleven slaves to freedom, Brown left Kansas for the last time in January 1859 and got ready to launch his bigger plan. Brown’s small band of men reached the vicinity of Harpers Ferry on July 3. After careful planning and additional recruiting, the force of twenty-one men (sixteen whites and five African Americans) stormed the arsenal on October 16. Brown and his men achieved complete surprise and captured the arsenal. However, federal military forces quickly mobilized under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Robert E. Lee to retake the facility, and on October 18 they succeeded. When the fighting ended ten of Brown’s recruits (including two of his sons) lay dead. The much sought after slave insurrection had failed to materialize. Brown was taken to Charles Town, Virginia, were he was tried, convicted of treason, and sentenced to hang. The execution took place on December 2, 1859, soon after John Brown penned the now famous prophecy, “the crimes of this guilty, land: will never be purged away; but with Blood.”

To many of Brown’s contemporaries in the antebellum South, he came to be synonymous with a madman bent on destroying the fragile bonds of the constitutional union. Yet to the abolitionist movement of the North, he was a martyr who characterized the champion of freedom and the destruction of the evil institution of slavery. In all respects, Brown’s personal actions at Harpers Ferry brought the nation to the crossroads of civil war and openly divided the nation on the single issue for which it could find no acceptable compromise.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Confederate States of America
	    Politeia/Regime
	United States of America

	Southern Government & Planter’s/Upper Class
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Northern Government, Republicans & abolitionists from all classes

	Slavery is a necessary evil for a successful Southern economy
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Abolish slavery- some feel non violent means, others advocate all means necessary

	Economy
Southern tradition
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	The Declaration of Independence=  all men are created equal

	


All lesson templates, information on the Binary Paideia, methods and many other resources are on the CICERO website to assist you in the research, development and application of your lesson.  You will find the Lesson Templates, Lesson Proposal and Lesson Reflection forms on your district website under TESTOT.
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