


Machiavelli, Livy, and the Founding Fathers

Grade Level: 

10th – 12th grade

United States and Modern European History
Time Frame:

1-1 ½ class periods

Lesson Summary:

The focus of this lesson is for students to be able to understand how economic and social status can affect the development of ideas and philosophies.  In this lesson, students will be comparing the lives of Niccolo Machiavelli, Livy and some of the famous American “Founding Fathers” as well as their philosophies on government.

Objectives:


The students should be able to:

1.) Compare and contrast biographical information.

2.) Connect philosophical ideas over a wide historical time period.

3.) Analyze major historical events in terms of their philosophical importance.
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Key Terms:

The Prince, Republic, Aristocracy, City-State, Livy, Machiavelli

Historical Background for the Teacher:

Livy, whose actual name was Titus Livius was born in 59 B.C. and become one of Rome’s most famous historians.  Livy chronicled the history of Rome and its people through the famous “History of Rome” or Ab Urbe Condita.  His work was so influential and famous that many of Rome’s aspiring authors and historians would use Livy and his work as a source.  There is a stark dichotomy in the relationship between Livy and his audience, especially in the imperial court of Augustus Caesar.  It needs to be understood that Augustus won power during a civil war in Rome, which pitted famous Roman generals against one another.  

Livy’s writing was very pro-republic in nature; even though one of his most famous fans was Augustus.  Livy was sympathetic to the cause of the Republic but wrote in such a manner so that the historian would not find himself executed for his beliefs. Livy’s influence waned during the down-trodden dark ages in which education and literacy among the population fell dramatically.  However, the European Renaissance brought a return of Classical thought and ideal, which made Livy one of the most widely, read classical sources among Western thinkers.


Machiavelli, an Italian Renaissance man who was skilled in diplomacy, music and literature was most known for his political theories during his time as a secretary to the Republic of Florence.  His most famous political work, The Prince, has been considered to be the most influence piece on political science to date.   The work is a highly cynical look at the concept of politics, often advocating fear, deceit, and iron-fisted rule over the concept of a leader nurturing its people.

One might consider the time period in which Machiavelli lived in order to understand his view points.  During his lifetime, Machiavelli witnessed constant war and the ever-possible risk of the Italian City-States, including Florence, falling under the yoke of a different conquering power. Often times his life experiences are echoed within his writing.  Providing an excellent social-study for students.

Do Now Activity: 

Have students read the following quote: “It is better to be feared than loved, if you cannot be both.” The students are to answer the following question in their notebook: “Would such a philosophy work in modern society?”




Procedures:

I. Previous Night’s Homework

a. Half of the Students receive a reading from Machiavelli’s Prince

b. Half of the Students receive a reading from Livy’s History of Rome

i. Students were to summarize the work in their notebook in preparation for today’s class.

II. Day of Lesson Procedure

a. Review of Binary Paideia with Students

b. Begin the Lesson

i. Students are to be split into groups of 4 or 5 depending upon the class size.

ii. Students will be groups with 2 students who have read Machiavelli and 2 students who have read Livy.

iii. The students are to discuss the summaries they completed for homework and compare their theories.

      c . Students will then fill out a chart which will allow them to store their notes in an orderly fashion.  After the students have completed this portion of the lesson, the groups are to report their findings to the rest of the class.


     i. Students are to report the similarities in their theories.


    ii. Students are to report the differences in their theories.

   iii. Students are then to be given small biographical pieces on each of   their lives. 

iv. Students are to then compare the lives of each philosopher and answer questions on the biographical handouts in their notebooks.

v. Students will then discuss, as a whole class, if they believed the lives of Livy and Machiavelli affected their philosophical writing.

III. Closure

a. Students are to answer two questions on an index card and hand it to the teacher as the bell rings as an “exit ticket” activity.

Homework:

Students are to read about Alexander Hamilton and Benjamin Franklin and compare these two famous American “Founders” and their writings to that of Livy and Machiavelli.




Assessment:

Students will be assessed on their ability to analyze textual information.

Students will be assessed on their ability to think critically through the use of graphic organizers and discussions.

Students will be assessed on their ability to verbalize their thoughts during a discussion piece.

Students will be assessed on what they have learned through the use of an “exit ticket” closure activity.

Extension:

Take excerpts from Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States, Chapter 4 “Tyranny is Tyranny” to given students a different perspective of the American Revolution.

Resources:
Livy, History of Rome
http://etext.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/Liv1His.html

 http://mcadams.posc.mu.edu/txt/ah/Livy/Livy01.html
Livy, Biographical Information

http://academic.reed.edu/humanities/110Tech/Livy.html
http://www.livius.org/li-ln/livy/livy.htm
Niccolo Machiavelli, The Prince

http://www.constitution.org/mac/prince00.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/machiavelli-prince.html
http://www.ilt.columbia.edu/publications/machiavelli.html
Niccolo Machiavelli, Biographical Information

http://www.ctbw.com/lubman.htm
http://www.historyguide.org/intellect/machiavelli.html
http://people.brandeis.edu/~teuber/machiavellibio.html
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