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Missouri Compromise, Compromise of 1850 & Kansas-Nebraska Act

Grade Level: High School
Time Frame: One Class Period
 Lesson Summary: 

We will be exploring the challenges facing our nation’s legislators as they wrestled with issue of slavery and the admission of future states in post 1820 “Missouri Compromise” America. What considerations did our leaders take into account when decide whether a territory would be admitted as free or slaveholding.     Students will access primary document through the Library of Congress website under the heading of National Expansion- Compromise of 1850.  Students will be working in small groups to analyze primary documents from key historical figures representing both Northern and Southern points of view, developing map reading skills and writing their own Compromise after researching and roll playing members of Congress.  
Objectives:  To analyze the various attempts by the North and South to ease rising tensions over the question of slavery in the territories.
Students will be able to evaluate primary sources for information and perspective.
Students will evaluate the effectiveness of the Compromise of 1850 and the Fugitive Slave Act.

NJCCCS   Civics, Government, and Human Rights    6.1.12.D.3.a,    
                  History, Culture, and Perspectives             6.1.12.D.3.c

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
Southern Slave States

	Time Period
1820-1850

	Society
Northern Free States

	State Governments within the Federal Government
	           Politeia/Regime

	National Federal Republic


	States’ rights advocates/
Southern Aristocracy
	Politeuma/Ruling Class

	Abolitionist White Males

	Agriculture, Slave labor

	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Industrialized, Free labor  


	Honor & Tradition
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Industry

	


Key terms:  Missouri Compromise, Kansas Nebraska Act, territories, Mexican Cession, fugitive, popular sovereignty, 36°30′ 

Historical Background for the Teacher:  
The Civil War occurred because America failed to resolve two crucial questions. The first question was how to believe that all men are created equal and have certain inalienable rights, at the same time that Americans legally recognized slavery. Part of that issue was the fact that slavery and its second-class status were connected to race. The second question was what limits existed to the rights of states in the Union. Could a state legally vote to void a federal law that the state felt violated its rights? Could a state choose to leave the Union? 

Americans wrestled with these issues for decades and when they failed to settle them, they made compromises that temporarily calmed everyone down, but didn't resolve the basic issues. This resulted in a rough balance of states that allowed slavery and those that did not. In 1820, the territory of Missouri applied for statehood allowing slavery. Anti-slavery states objected. In the Compromise of 1820, Congress let Missouri in as a slave state and allowed Maine to break off from Massachusetts and enter as a free state. 

Between 1820 and 1850, the cotton industry prospered, based on slave labor. By 1850, black slaves comprised more than one third of the South's population. There were revolts and many attempts at escape. Opposition to slavery by white Northerners increased. When California sought admission as a free state, the Compromise of 1850 became law after much debate. It allowed California to become a free state, but in return, the South got tighter restrictions on fugitive slaves. It was now illegal to aid runaway slaves, even in free states. Again, each side got some concessions, but the basic issues remained unresolved. 

Kansas' and Nebraska's bid for statehood in 1854 opened up the wound again. This time, Congress adopted the idea of popular sovereignty, saying that the voters of each state should decide about slavery. That sounds very democratic, but the result was that people flooded Kansas and Nebraska, more interested in fighting about slavery than voting. They called it Bleeding Kansas. 

As the nation was splitting North and South, industry was changing the country, especially in the North. Factories, railroads and other technologies multiplied in the cities. Seeking jobs, prosperity and the "American Dream," millions of immigrants came. The influx of people with different religions, languages and cultures created a diverse and multi-talented population. It also caused many of those who were here before to feel threatened or challenged by the newcomers. Prejudice and discrimination came along with urbanization and prosperity. As the country drifted toward civil war, widening economic and social disparities divided Americans in other ways. 

While the Civil War settled the questions of slavery and secession, questions about racial and ethnic differences and about wealth, power, poverty and privilege were debated, fought over and still remain at issue.

Do Now Activity:  Study the map of the 1820 Missouri Compromise, locate the 36°30′parallel, notice that north of this parallel people could not own slaves(except in Missouri).  South of the parallel slavery was allowed.  Study the map-under the Missouri Compromise how many states were slave states and how many were free?  In 1820 which were larger, slave holding areas or free areas?
Procedures:  
I.   Previous night’s homework define:   Mexican Cession, fugitive, popular sovereignty, interstate commerce

a. Using the internet or textbook page 328 color in the map/key for the Missouri Compromise of 1820 into your interactive notebook.
II. Lesson procedure

a. Review of Binary Paideia

i. Warm up question-Is it fair to say that popular sovereignty is the voice of the people?            How does one go about getting his or her political voice heard?

b. Read with the class the introductory paragraphs and the section on the Missouri Compromise of 1820.  Project map on the board.
ii. Using a power point or similar projector show Jefferson’s concern about the debate surrounding the admission of Missouri to the Union “This momentous question, like a fire-bell in the night, awakened and filled me with terror. I considered it at once as the knell (funeral bell) of the Union. It is hushed, indeed, only for the moment.”  Thomas Jefferson.   Were his fears justified?
iii. Distribute copies of the Compromise of 1850 Map (textbook pg.424)  Ask students to read the opinions of the Northern Congressmen, Opinions of  the Southern Congressmen and to consider that with the addition of California the balance of 15 Free vs.15 Slave states will be tipped in favor of the North.  Thus giving them an advantage in the Senate and that there is already a Northern majority in the House of Representatives.  
iv. Put the students into groups and give them at least seven minutes to draft their own 1850 compromises. Ask the groups to read their compromises aloud to the rest of the class.

v. Using a power point or similar projector display the true Compromise of 1850.

vi. Repeat the process for the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854   (display map, handout opinions of Northern and Southern Congressmen from the era and ask students to write their own compromise, share with the class their solutions and finally post the true results of the Kansas-Nebraska Act).
c.  For homework assign task of creating an illustrated timeline in their interactive notebook from the Compromise of 1820 until the outbreak of the Civil War.

Assessment:

Note and record student participation in roll playing activity.

Students will write their own Compromise of 1850, Kansas-Nebraska Act.
Students will label and color code a map in their interactive notebooks which illustrates the territories open to slavery/ those closed and the 15 free states/15 slave holding states.
Students will create an illustrated timeline in their interactive notebook.

Extension:  

Map the West, pretend that you are on an expedition to the West.  Draw a map of the United States west of the Mississippi River as it appeared in 1820.  Label the rivers and mountains on the map that you would have encountered and show the route you would have taken in your quest for exploration.

Choose one of the following people and write a report or create an audio/visual presentation.  Eli Whitney, Robert Fulton, Frances Cabot Lowell, John Deere, Cyrus McCormick.

Resources:
Shedlock, Robert W. Lessons on American History. Scio, NY: Learning Center USA, 1985. Print. Ser. 7
Krieger, Larry, Charles Titus, and Leslie Wheeler. "Chapter 11 A Nation Emerges." America-The People and the Dream. Vol. 1. Glenview, Illinois: Scott, Foresman and Company, 1991. 328-424.
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