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“ New England: Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill (Why did the violence start in New England?)”
Grade Level: 9th Grade, Honors United States History I
Time Required: 80 minute block

Lesson Summary:  The American Revolution began in New England due the nature of the citizens living there.  Students will review the colonization of the New England region.  Students will examine quotes of colonists to understand their discontent with Parliament and the King taxing them without representation in the British government.  Students will analyze acts of violence that occurred in the New England colonies and the British response.
Objectives:

The students should be able to:


1.  Compare and contrast conflicting viewpoints of taxation.



2.  Identify and analyze specific acts of violence that occurred in the New England colonies.


3.  Diagram the British response to each act of violence.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Great Britain
	Time Period
	Colonies

	King
	Politeia/Regime
	Governor

	Parliament
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Colonial Legislature

	Birth
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Individualism

	Absolutism
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Representation

	


Key Terms:
Act


n.

a law or formal decision
Boycott


v.

to abstain or refuse to use or buy
Committee of correspondence

n.

a group of Patriots that kept the flow of political 






information available throughout the colonies

Duty


n.

a tax

Enlightenment


n.

a movement that began in Europe where people examined 





human reason, religion, society, and government

Non-importation


n.

failure or refusal to import

Smuggling


v.

the act of taking an item, stealing

Virtual


adv.

being in effect, but not in fact; implied

Writ of Assistance


n.

a search warrant

Historical Background for the Teachers:


The American Revolution could not have started anywhere but the New England colonies. After 
the passage of the Stamp Act, Revenue Act, and Tea Act discontent among the colonists grew. This 
dissatisfaction led to the formation of groups such as the Sons and Daughters of Liberty. Organizations 

such as these participated in various forms of boycott, protest to the king, and other forms of nonviolent 
resistance. 


The peaceful measures turned into violence as the British government responded to the colonial 
discontent with the movement of troops to the colonies and the passage of the Quartering Act. Unhappy 
with the new inhabitants of their city, Boston colonists escalated their tenuous situation with the Boston 
Massacre and the Boston Tea Party. These outright violent and destructive actions caused the British to 
respond with the Intolerable Acts. Feeling as if their rights to govern themselves were violated, the 
colonists began to prepare for war by continuing boycotts, raising funds and troops, and the stockpiling 
of weapons. 


The history of the creation of the New England colonies is founded in the Mayflower Compact 
and individualism. Far different from the Middle and Southern Colonies, the New England colonies 
became self sufficient much earlier and held themselves responsible to a higher power due to their 
religious beliefs. This ruggedness and self sufficiency led the New England colonists to be the most 
vocal of the colonies against the King and his desire to control the colonies despite years of salutary 
neglect.
Anticipatory Set:


“In this world nothing can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.”  Benjamin Franklin  

In their journal, students will interpret this quote and explain why these two things are “certain”.  
Students will reflect why there are taxes and what benefit taxes can be to the people.

Do Now Activity: 


Students will take a note card and predict why the American Revolution begins in the New England 
colonies.  Students will list answers based on their previous knowledge of the colonization of the New 
England area.   Cards will be collected and read by teacher to begin conversation as to the “official” start 
of the American Revolution and why it was in New England.
Procedures:

1.  Previous nights’ homework was read pages 106 – 113 and define individualism.

2.  Quote will be projected on screen and students will begin by writing in their journal.

3.  Students will discuss the reason for taxes and why it was and still is a necessity.  Students will define 
an “Act” and 
“Duty”.

4.  Students will write on note cards why they thought the New England citizens possessed the drive to 
start the American Revolution.  Class will discuss based on note card answers and focus on the 

individualism of the Puritans and the Pilgrims, the Mayflower Compact and the idea of self government, 
and the nature of settling in a foreign land and creating a successful society and community.

5.  Students will read quotes and in pairs explain them to each other. They will contrast the opinion of 
the colonist’s and the King’s point of view of taxation.  Students will define “Virtual Representation” 
and the “Enlightenment” and discuss how each affected the point of view of both sides.

6.  Students will view power-point presentation with visuals of the Boston Massacre, The Boston Tea 
Party, a Tarring and Feathering, the Death of the Stamp Act, the Battles of Lexington, Concord and 
Bunker Hill.  Students will analyze each event and the British response.  Students will discuss original 
methods of nonviolence, boycotts, smuggling and non-importation and then lead into then need for 
colonial cooperation and the writs of assistance.  Students will analyze the causes of the steps that led to 
the use of violence against the British.

7.  Students will end class with a “What’s the Point?” (similar to an exit ticket) where they will view 

Patrick Henry at the First Continental Congress and read his quote “Give me liberty, or give me death.”  
Students will be required to relate the image and his words to the passion of the New England colonists 
and connect the reasons for New England being the hotbed and beginning of the American Revolution.
Homework:

Students will create a graphic organizer illustrating the acts of violence in chronological order with the 
corresponding British response and how this ultimately led to the breakout of the American Revolution. 

Assessment:

Students will write an essay of 5 paragraphs (introduction, body, conclusion) justifying why the acts of violence (Boston Massacre, Boston Tea Party, etc) occurred in the New England colonies and not in the Middle or Southern regions and how this ultimately led to the breakout of the American Revolution. 

Extension:

Students will work in pairs to theorize if the events that occurred in the New England colonies happened elsewhere in the colonies, would have resulted in the same manner- the American Revolution.  Students will list why or why not it was a possibility.
Resources:

Quote Worksheet


Power-point presentation

Authors of Lesson:


Karen Gill, Lauren Milanowicz, John Rofrano
U.S. Honors History I


American Revolution Quotes


Name:

Read the following quotes.  With your partner, reword them and explain them using today’s language.  Use the back to take any notes or write your interpretation.

“I think that all laws until they are repealed ought to be obeyed and that it is the duty of those who are entrusted with the executive part of government to see that they are so.”






William Franklin, 1771

“I can see no reason to doubt but the imposition of taxes…in the colonies is absolutely irreconcilable with the rights of the colonists as British subjects and as men…We all think ourselves happy under Great Britain.  We love, esteem, and reverence our mother country, and adore our King.  And could the choice of independency be offered upon any terms above absolute slavery.  I am convinced they would accept the latter.”






James Otis, 1763

“A wise government knows how to enforce with temper, or to conciliate with dignity.”






George Grenville, 

“I am indeed of opinion, that the parliament has no right to make any law whatever, binding on the colonies…I know your sentiments differ from mine on these subjects  You are a thorough government man, which I do not wonder at, nor do I aim at converting you. I only wish you to act uprightly and steadily.”






Benjamin Franklin, 1773
LESSON REFLECTION FORM
Title of Lesson:  New England:  Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill (Why did the violence start in New England?)

Date Used:  March 17, 2010
Teacher:  Karen Gill

Grade Level:  9th Honors U. S. History I


1.  Did you feel the lesson was effective and accomplished the objective(s)?  Why or why not?


Yes, I believe that the students were able to make the connection between Colonization and Revolution and that it takes a certain type of person to persevere to create a community from nothing, to form a government that works for all involved in the community and to be successful so much that the community doesn’t just survive, but thrives.  The students were also able to explain how the issue of taxation escalated into violence based on both the actions of the colonists and the British.


2.  What worked well when teaching the lesson?


Students enjoyed the visuals and trying to interpret and explain them to the class.  Students also made connection between taxes and the services provided by our government today.


3.  What did not work well and how can it be changed to improve the lesson?


Some students had difficulty with the quotes and translating them into today’s languages.  The classroom discussion, although very thoughtful, went on too long with the quotes and was sidetracked by discussion of Benjamin Franklin and William Franklin being on opposite sides of the American Revolution.  These two quotes could be eliminated and use at another time to discuss the Loyalists v. Patriots.

In addition, previous homework to prepare for class should have students review the colonization of the New England region. 


4.  How did students react to the lesson and how can you improve student engagement/experience?


Students were reluctant with the journal entry, but became more engaged as they worked in pairs.  A visual or audio Anticipatory Set might engage them sooner.  


5.  Did the assessment effectively measure the objectives?  If not, what needs to be revised?


Yes, students were able to complete well written essays discussing the historical background of the colonists of the New England region and why they were more prone to rebellion than any other set of colonies.
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