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LESSON PROPOSAL FORM:  TAH GRANT YEAR Two
Teacher/s Name:
Jeanne DelColle & Michael Jones

Title of Lesson: Parallels of Suffragists & Abolitionists

Grade Level: 
High School





General Description of Research Area and Content Focus of Lesson

Topic and Content Focus:

The research areas of our lesson will be the Abolition of Slavery and Woman’s Suffrage during the Expansion and Reform Era of American history.  The content focus of the lesson will be on the inequality experienced by women in American society and their struggle for equal rights in a male dominated society. This struggle endured by women in America is correlated to African Americans in the North and especially in the Southern states as they too were subjected to second (and even less than second) class citizenship.
Objective:
Students will be able to:

6.1.12.A.3.f   Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period.

6.1.12.A.4.b   Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolution, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding equality for all.

6.1.12.A.6.b   Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.
Identify social and cultural stereotypes that were employed as a justification for inequality and discrimination towards African Americans & women.
Determine how the impact of party politics, special interest groups and sectionalism contributed to the development of anti-democratic institutions and practices.
Assessment:

Have students begin by reading Cult of Domesticity from Godey’s Lady’s Book ca 1850 (Amistad site), Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman” from 1851 and Fredrick Douglass’ View on Women’s Rights in the North Star from 28 July 1848 and complete a modified KWL chart.  Students will then form groups of three and each person will be responsible for finding a point that they thought was interesting on one of the readings.  Students will then have to form critical thinking questions dealing with the material based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.  There will have to be two low level questions from Knowledge and Comprehension levels, two mid level questions from Apply and Analyze and two upper level questions from Evaluate and Synthesize.  Students will then write selected questions on the board for class discussion. 
Historical Content Narrative:  Although we hear a lot about politics during the time period between 1840 -1860, we do not hear much about the role of women in politics.  While it was still inappropriate for women to consider themselves doing a man’s job of governing, women as activists were far more accepted when it came to the cause of abolition.  Because abolition was an argument taken up largely by religious groups for treating fellow human beings with respect and dignity, it was considered appropriate for women to speak out on this issue when they could not even argue for their own suffrage.  Many women felt that once married, they too were enslaved by a society with unjust laws concerning them and their property.  By arguing for the abolition of slavery, these courageous women were arguing to have their own voices heard too.  
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