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“Colonial Religion and Culture: Quakers during- Revolutionary War versus War in Afghanistan”
Grade Level: 10th grade- United States History
Time Required: 40 minute class period

Lesson Summary:

Students will work with a partner to understand common Quaker beliefs and the role that those beliefs have played in the past in wars such as the Revolutionary war and in current day wars such as the War in Afghanistan.
Objectives:

Students will be able to:
1. Define the term Quaker
2. Describe common Quaker beliefs
3. Describe Quaker reactions to war

4.  Describe the ways that American’s have reacting to common Quaker principles.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society 

American Quaker’s

Reaction to Revolutionary War
	Time Period

1776 to 2010


	Society 

American Quaker’s

Reaction to  Modern Wars- Afghanistan

	Imperialist Monarchy & Colonial Charters
	Politeia/Regime


	International Peacekeeping Organization

	England and/or American Colonies
	Politeuma/Ruling Class


	United Nations

	Pacifist principles

Protect the colonies that provide freedom to worship
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is?



	Promote world peace and equality and justice for all



	moral purity, integrity, simplicity and humility
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	moral purity, integrity, simplicity and humility

	


Key Terms:
Quaker :  (noun) 
1: a member of the Religious Society of Friends founded by George Fox (the Friends have never called themselves Quakers) [syn: Friend, Quaker] 
2: one who quakes and trembles with (or as with) fear [syn: trembler]
Historical Background for the Teachers:
What is a Quaker?  How do they practice their faith?  What are their main beliefs?
 The Quaker movement was founded in England by George Fox in the mid-1640s, during the religious turmoil surrounding the English Civil War. Since that time, Quakers have spoken out in support of legislation and government practices that embody the Quaker testimonies of peace, simplicity, equality, and integrity.  Originally known as the Religious Society of Friends, the name “Quaker” was coined when Fox suggested that a judge “tremble at the word of the Lord”.  

Fox taught his followers to worship in silence, and without the presence of a minister.  At their meetings, people would speak only when they felt moved by the Holy Spirit.  He promoted simple living, and the prohibition of alcohol.  He spoke against holidays, sports, theater, wigs, jewelry, etc.  The first Quakers to arrive in America were viewed as dangerous heretics in many of the colonies, and many were imprisoned or hung.  Many Quakers settled in West New Jersey.

Each Quaker community settled any disputes of their members by the arbitration of a Committee, which assumed great power and authority.  Some of the most disgraceful and immoral conduct included hasty violence or language, striking anyone, and marrying a non-Quaker.  Quakers distanced themselves from American society through their simple clothing and plain language.  During war, many refused to pay military taxes or to fight.  They became intensely disliked for their stand and some were exiled.  Those who did enter the armed forces were ejected from the Quaker community.

The Quakers contributed to the promotion of tolerance, peace, and justice.  They have also been influential in the promotion of world peace, abolition of slavery, fair treatment of the Native Americans, universal suffrage, prison reform, and improvement in mental hospitals.  Business meetings seek to reach a consensus, and no voting is used.  Throughout their history, Quakers have refused to take oaths, because they believe in the truth at all time.  Taking an oath implies that there are two types of truthfulness, one for ordinary life and another for special occasions.

Quakers believe:
· that there is the potential for good and evil in all of us.   

· that every person, man or woman, is of equal worth.

· in the virtues of moral purity, integrity, simplicity and humility.

· that all aspects of life are sacramental; they do not differentiate any one day or place as being any more spiritual than any other.

· true religion cannot be learned from books, prayers or rituals alone, but comes from direct experience of God.

· trial by jury in civil and criminal cases.

· that there shall be general assembly of representatives of the people.

· that no person shall be called in question or punished because of his opinion, judgment, faith, or worship of God in matters of religion.

How have Quakers reacted and been treated during such events as the Revolutionary War and in modern wars such as Iraq & Afghanistan?  

Like other civil wars, the American Revolution asked ordinary people to choose between two extraordinary positions. The Revolution forced competition among colonists' allegiances: to England and the King, to colonial homes and families, and even to religious convictions. To support the war was to refute the King, to oppose the war was to deny one's homeland. For American Quakers (members of the Society of Friends), decisions about whether to support or oppose the war were further complicated by the inherent conflict between two deeply held beliefs: their pacifist principles and their desire to protect and support the colony founded by William Penn. Quakers of West Jersey were more likely to identify with nearby Philadelphia’s Quaker community.  Most Pennsylvania Quakers remained in the colonies only to find themselves subjected to the wartime passions of both sides. While Quakers at first supported patriotic resistance to the British, they soon grew uncomfortable with the radical nature of the movement. Quakers in Pennsylvania and elsewhere joined most colonists in opposing the British taxation policies of the 1760s and 1770s.  Quakers saw that Patriots' interest in reconciliation with the British was waning, and their fears of imminent warfare proved too quickly well founded by the outbreak of fighting at Lexington and Concord. 

First articulated during the English Civil War of the mid-seventeenth century, the Quaker Peace Testimony committed members of the Society of Friends to nonviolence. Believing that violence was a product of the kind of "lusts of men . . . out of which lusts the Lord hath redeemed us," Quaker founder George Fox declared in 1684 that "the Spirit of Christ will never move us to fight and war against any man.”
For Quakers, finding a middle road would prove a frustrating task. At first they tried simply to advocate conciliatory measures. At home they published statements condemning all (English and American) breaches of law and the English constitution; in England they tried to broker reconciliation with the king. Their efforts were to no avail. With the Revolution underway, in September of 1776 the largest organization of Quakers in America---the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting---formally directed its members to observe strict neutrality. This meant that Quakers should not vote or take oaths of loyalty to support either side, should not engage in combat or pay for a substitute (a not uncommon practice in that era) and should not pay taxes to support the war effort. 
The responses of Quakers to these requirements varied. Probably the majority, torn by conflicting loyalties, sympathized with both sides. Many remained tacit Loyalists, supporting without materially aiding the King's army. Other Quakers renounced neutrality and actively sided with the Patriots. In Pennsylvania almost 1,000 Quakers were disowned during the course of the war, the large majority of them for taking up arms. One group even formed their own separate denomination, the Free Quakers or Fighting Quakers, whose leader Timothy Matlack served on political committees alongside such radicals as ex-Quaker Thomas Paine. Largely because of this variety of positions, the perception among both Patriots and Loyalists was that Quakers could not be fully trusted. In the Delaware Valley, where for most of 1776 and 1777 first the British and then the Americans held sway, Quakers were punished by each side for their supposed allegiance to the other. The Norris-Dickinson family felt the wrath of both Americans and British. While the Americans occupied Philadelphia, for example, Patriot mobs ransacked many Quakers' homes. A cousin of Mary Norris Dickinson watched from a neighbor's home as "the mob attacked our house . . . . breaking the windows . . . . they came a second time to our houses & pounded with stones. . . . they were determined to have our house down." Then in September of 1777 the Patriots arrested twelve Quakers and exiled them to Winchester, Virginia, because of the potential threat they posed to the American position. Among the exiles, confined until late April of the following year, were three Norris relations. In turn, the British burned the Norris family home of Fairhill just north of Philadelphia, where John and Mary Norris Dickinson lived after their marriage, specifically because it belonged to "that Patriot Dickinson." 

How do Quakers react to modern wars?  
The Friends Committee on National Legislation guides loyal Quakers and lobbies on their behalf.  Their mission is,  “We seek a world free of war and the threat of war. We seek a society with equity and justice for all. We seek a community where every person's potential may be fulfilled We seek an earth restored.” 
They promote Four Steps for Peace: The United States should: Begin a withdrawal of U.S. troops;  Halt offensive operations against the Taliban and focus on political reconciliation among all Afghan groups;  Engage Afghanistan’s neighbors, including Iran and Pakistan, to promote reconciliation and regional security;  Channel U.S. development aid through Afghan and multilateral organizations.   Peaceful Prevention of Deadly Conflict 
If war is not the answer, what is? By strengthening U.S. contributions in three areas, diplomacy, development, and international cooperation, the United States could shift its foreign policy away from late military reaction to crises and toward early, peaceful prevention. That change would save lives and treasure. Global problems require global responses. In an age where the challenges of politically motivated mass murders, global warming, disease, and weapons proliferation transcend borders, the world needs to work cooperatively. The United Nations is the only place where all countries and peoples of the world can come together to create comprehensive solutions to their problems and build a framework for a more peaceful and just world.
In recent years, many U.S. policymakers have grown hostile toward the United Nations. FCNL works to educate policymakers and the public on the need for an effective United Nations and constructive U.S. engagement within the institution to address global challenges.

Anticipatory Set/Do Now Activity: 
Think- Pair-Share the following journal , “In terms of professional sports, are you more loyal to Philadelphia, New Jersey, New York or other teams? Why?”
Procedures:
Day of Lesson:

I. Students complete “Do Now” journal
II. Previous Night’s Homework: Review a few questions from Quaker Beliefs guided reading activity

III. ½ of the class will read about Quakers & the Revolutionary War & ½ of class will read about Quakers & the War in Afghanistan today.
IV. Students will take notes about the topics and share with a partner who read about the other war studied

V. Teacher will lead whole class discussion where chart in completed comparing the 2 wars

VI. Review the Binary Paideia with the students. Be sure that they understand Quaker views on war &     peace, actions taken during each war to promote peace & treatment by other Americans for their actions.
Homework:
Journals- If you were alive during the Revolutionary war would you be a patriot or loyalist? Why?
Describe your opinion about the war in Afghanistan- Do you agree or disagree with our participation?                                                                      If drafted in the armed forces to fight in Afghanistan today, how would you react?  

Assessment:
Student completion of homework, journals, comparison chart & class discussion.
Extension:
Visit the following website to study Quaker opinions about the following other topics of interest today:
http://www.fcnl.org/issues/topic_index.php
Africa, Arms Control and Disarmament, Budget Priorities, Central and South Asia, Civil Rights, East Asia, Energy and the Environment, Indigenous Rights, Middle East, Militarism, Peaceful Prevention of Deadly Conflict, Restoring Civil Liberties
Resources:
See pages 5 & 6- Homework & comparison chart
Author of Lesson:
Mrs. Melanie Lomas- Ulysses S. Grant Historical Liberty Fellowship
“Colonial Religion and Culture: 
Quakers during- Revolutionary War versus War in Afghanistan”
What is a Quaker?  

 The Quaker movement was founded in England by George Fox in the mid-1640s, during the religious turmoil surrounding the English Civil War. Fox was equally critical of many aspects of English culture besides religion, particularly those that he saw as symptoms of pride and misuse of authority. He saw violence as a corrupting force no matter how noble the goal, and saw Oliver Cromwell's military takeover of church and state as a grave spiritual error. Fox believed that the proper response to injustice was neither violence nor acquiescence, but peaceful non-cooperation. Quakers,  also known as Friends, practiced an urgent call for a revival of what Fox saw as original Christian faith and practice, based on obedience to God, mutual support, and public resistance to injustice. 

In 1776, as much as today, Quakers have spoken out in support of legislation and government practices that embody the Quaker testimonies of peace, simplicity, equality, and integrity.  Originally known as the Religious Society of Friends, the name “Quaker” was coined when Fox suggested that a judge “tremble at the word of the Lord”. Quakers, who are Christian, are counted among the historic peace churches, and have congregations scattered across the world. Since its origins in England, Quakerism has spread to other countries, chiefly the United States, Kenya and Bolivia. The number of Quakers in the world is rather small (approximately 600,000), although there are places, such as Philadelphia, in which Quaker influence is concentrated.
How do they practice their faith?  

Fox taught his followers to worship in silence, and without the presence of a minister.  At their meetings, people would speak only when they felt moved by the Holy Spirit.  He promoted simple living, and the prohibition of alcohol.  He spoke against holidays, sports, theater, wigs, jewelry, etc.  Many Quakers settled in West New Jersey and in Philadelphia, as William Penn promoted religious tolerance in Pennsylvania. The first Quakers to arrive in America were viewed as dangerous heretics in many of the colonies, and many were imprisoned or hung.  

Each Quaker community settled any disputes of their members by the arbitration of a Committee, which assumed great power and authority.  Some of the most disgraceful and immoral conduct included hasty violence or language, striking anyone, and marrying a non-Quaker.  Quakers distanced themselves from American society through their simple clothing and plain language.  During war, many refused to pay military taxes or to fight.  They became intensely disliked for their stand and some were exiled.  Those who did enter the armed forces were ejected from the Quaker community.

The Quakers contributed to the promotion of tolerance, peace, and justice.  They have also been influential in the promotion of world peace, abolition of slavery, fair treatment of the Native Americans, universal suffrage, prison reform, and improvement in mental hospitals.  Business meetings seek to reach a consensus, and no voting is used.  Throughout their history, Quakers have refused to take oaths, because they believe in the truth at all time.  Taking an oath implies that there are two types of truthfulness, one for ordinary life and another for special occasions.
Quakers believe:
· that there is the potential for good and evil in all of us.   

· that every person, man or woman, is of equal worth.

· in the virtues of moral purity, integrity, simplicity and humility.

· that all aspects of life are sacramental; they do not differentiate any one day or place as being any more spiritual than any other.

· true religion cannot be learned from books, prayers or rituals alone, but comes from direct experience of God.

· trial by jury in civil and criminal cases.

· that there shall be general assembly of representatives of the people.

· that no person shall be called in question or punished because of his opinion, judgment, faith, or worship of God in matters of religion.

“Colonial Religion and Culture: 
Quakers during- Revolutionary War versus War in Afghanistan”
1. When & Where did George Fox establish the Religious Society of Friends?

2. The Quakers are a protestant branch of which major world religion?

3. What is the origin of the term “Quaker?”

4. How many Quakers are there in the world today?  Where is the greatest concentration of Quakers?

5. Why do Quakers oppose violence?

6. Give examples of immoral conduct (in the Quaker religion).

7. How would the Quakers treat a “friend” who joined the armed forces?

8. How did the colonists treat Quakers when they refused to joined the armed forces or take an oath?

“Colonial Religion and Culture: 
Quakers during- Revolutionary War versus War in Afghanistan”
	Quaker Beliefs
	The Revolutionary War 1776

Actions by Quakers
	American’s Reactions
	War in Afghanistan

2010

Actions by Quakers
	American’s Reactions

	Peaceful prevention of deadly conflicts
	
	
	
	

	Refusal to pay military taxes
	
	
	
	

	Refusal to enlist in armed services
	
	
	
	

	Building mutual understanding & trust to prevent war
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