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Parallels of Suffragists and Abolitionists
Grade Level:  Grade 9
United States History
Time Required: One block

Lesson Summary:

The research areas of our lesson will be the Abolition of Slavery and Woman’s Suffrage during the Expansion and Reform Era of American history.  The content focus of the lesson will be on the inequality experienced by women in American society and their struggle for equal rights in a male dominated society. This struggle endured by women in America is correlated to African Americans in the North and especially in the Southern states as they too were subjected to second (and even less than second) class citizenship.

Objectives:
Students will be able to:

6.1.12.A.3.f   Compare and contrast the successes and failures of political (i.e., the 1844 State Constitution) and social (i.e., abolition, women’s rights, and temperance) reform movements in New Jersey and the nation during the Antebellum period.

6.1.12.A.4.b   Analyze how ideas found in key documents (i.e., the Declaration of Independence, the Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolution, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the Gettysburg Address) contributed to demanding equality for all.

6.1.12.A.6.b   Evaluate the ways in which women organized to promote government policies (i.e., abolition, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement) designed to address injustice, inequality, workplace safety, and immorality.

Identify social and cultural stereotypes that were employed as a justification for inequality and discrimination towards African Americans & women.

Determine how the impact of party politics, special interest groups and sectionalism contributed to the development of anti-democratic institutions and practices.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Society
	Time Period
	Society

	Abolitionists  
	Reform Movements Mid 1840’s-1860’s
	Suffrage Movement

	Democratic Republic
	Politeia/Regime
	Democratic Republic

	Federal & State Governments/White Male Protestants
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	Federal & State Governments/White Male Protestants

	The Constitution/ Declaration of Independence/Emancipation Proclamation
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is
	The Constitution/ Declaration of Independence/Seneca Falls Convention

	Liberty/ Equality 

for all
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Liberty/ Equality 

for all

	


Key Terms:
Abolitionist, suffrage, stereotypes
Historical Background for the Teachers:

Although we hear a lot about politics during the time period between 1840 -1860, we do not hear much about the role of women in politics.  While it was still inappropriate for women to consider themselves doing a man’s job of governing, women as activists were far more accepted when it came to the cause of abolition.  Because abolition was an argument taken up largely by religious groups for treating fellow human beings with respect and dignity, it was considered appropriate for women to speak out on this issue when they could not even argue for their own suffrage.  Many women felt that once married, they too were enslaved by a society with unjust laws concerning them and their property.  By arguing for the abolition of slavery, these courageous women were arguing to have their own voices heard too. 

Anticipatory Set:

Have you ever been stereotyped as belonging to a particular group?  How did it make you feel?  
Do Now Activity: 

What stereotypes exist today and how do they lead to discrimination?  
Procedures:

Have students begin by reading Cult of Domesticity from Godey’s Lady’s Book ca 1850 (Amistad site), Sojourner Truth’s “Ain’t I a Woman” from 1851 and Fredrick Douglass’ View on Women’s Rights in the North Star from 28 July 1848 and complete a modified KWL chart.  Students will then form groups of three and each person will be responsible for finding a point that they thought was interesting on one of the readings.  Students will then have to form critical thinking questions dealing with the material based on Bloom’s Taxonomy.  There will have to be two low level questions from Knowledge and Comprehension levels, two mid level questions from Apply and Analyze and two upper level questions from Evaluate and Synthesize.  Students will then write selected questions on the board for class discussion. 

Homework:

Have students answer the questions which they composed for the above exercise.
Assessment:

Student questions can be used to design a quiz. 
Extension:

Investigate a group that is working to battle stereotypes and discrimination.  What methods do they use that are effective or ineffective?    
Resources:

See attached.  
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Cult of Domesticity
Godey’s Lady’s Book, ca. 1850

Plety:
Nineteenth-century Americans believed that women gravitated towards
religion. The modern young woman of the 1820s and 1830s was thought of
as a new Eve working with God to bring the world out of sin through her
suffering and passionless love.

Purity:

Female purity was also highly prized. Without sexual purity, a woman was
no woman, but rather a lower form of being, a "fallen woman,” unworthy of
the love of men and unfit for their company.

Submissiveness:
This was perhaps the most important of virtues. Men were supposed to be
religious, although not generally. Men were supposed to be pure, although
one could really not cxpect it. But men never supposed to be submissive.
Women were to be passive bystanders, submitting to fate, to duty, to God,
and to men.

Domesticity:

‘Woman’s place was in the home. Woman's role was to be busy at those
morally uplifting tasks aimed at maintaining and fulfilling her picty and
purity. Housework, needlecraft and childcare were supposed to be cnough to
keep the woman checrful.

Women’s Rights:

The right to love whom others scorn,
‘The right to comfort and to mourn,

‘The right to shed new joy on carth,

‘The right to feel the soul’s high worth,
Such woman’s rights 2 God will bless
And crown their champions with success.

AMISTAD © 2009 1
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Back to Modern History Book

Modern History Sourcebook:
Sojourner Truth:
"Ain't I a Woman?", December 1851

Sojourner Truth (1797-1883): din't I A Woman?
Delivered 1851
Women's Convention, Akron, Ohio

Well, children, where there is so much racket there must be something out of kier. 1 think that ‘twixt the negroes
of the South and the women at the North, al taking about rights, the white men will be in a fix pretty soon. But
‘what's all this here talking about?

‘That man over there says that women need to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches, and to have the
best place everywhere. Nobody ever helps me into carriages, or over mud-puddles, or gives me any best place!
And ain't I a woman? Look at me! Look at my arm! I have ploughed and planted, and gathered into bams, and no
man could head me! And ain't 1 a worman? T could work as much and eat as much as a man - when I could get it -
and bear the lash as well! And ain't Ia woman? I have borne thirteen children, and seen most all sold off to
slavery, and when I eried out with my mothers gricf, none but Jesus heard me! And ain' I a woman?

Then they talk about this thing in the head what's this they call it? [member of audience whispers, "intellect]
‘That's t, honey. What's that got to do with women's rights or negroes' rights? If my cup won't hold but a pint, and
‘yours holds a quart, wouldn't you be mean not to let me have my litle half measure full?

Then that little man in black there, he says women can't have as much rights as men, ‘cause Christ wasn't a
woman! Where did your Christ come from? Where did your Christ come from? From God and a woman! Man
had nothing to do with Him.

If the first woman God ever made was strong enough to tum the world upside down all alone, these women
together ought to be able to turn it back, and get it right side up again! And now they is asking to do i, the men.
better let them.

Obliged to you for hearing me, and now old Sojourner ain't got nothing more to say.

This text s part of the Intemet Modern History Sourcebook. The Sourcebook is a collection of public domain and
‘copy-permitted texts for introductory level classcs in modern European and World history.

Unless otherwise indicated the specific electronic form of the document is copyright. Permission is granted for
cloctronic copying, distribution in print form for educationzl purposes and personal use. If you do reduplicate the
document, indicate the source. No permission is granted for commercial use of the Sourcebook.

(c)Paul Halsall Aug 1997
halsall@murray fordhan.edy

http:/fwww.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/sojtruth-woman. html 3/29/2011
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Introduction

Frederick Doualass, a former slave and abolitionist, offers his view of the first
Women's Rights Convention held at Seneca Falls. This article was originally published
in The North Star, an antislavery newspaper edited by Douglass, only eight days after
the conclusion of the convention. It is reprinted in Philip S. Foner's ook on Frederick
Douglass and women's rights. This book, published in 1975, offers the first collection of
the writings and speeches of a "woman's rights man." The fact that Douglass is a black
“woman's rights man" is especially significant.[11]

One of the most interesting events of the past week, was the holding of what is technically styled a
Woman's Rights Convention at Seneca Falls. The speaking, addresses, and esolutions of this
extraordinary meeting was wholly conducted by women; and aithough they evidently felt themelves
in a novel position, it is but simple justice to say that their whole proccedings were charactetized by
macked ability and dignity. No one present, we think, however much he might be disposed to differ
from the views advanced by the leading speakers on that oceasion, will fll to give them credit for
brillant talents and excellent dispositions. In this meeting, as in other deliberative assemblies, there
were frequent differences of opinion and animated discussion; bat in no case was there the slightest
absence of good fecling and decorum. Several interesting documents sctting forth the riphts as well
as the grievances of women were read. Among these was a Declasation of Sentiments, o be
regarded as the basis of a grand movement for attining the civil, social, political, and religiovs rights
of women.

We should not do justice to our own convietions, or to the excellent persons connected with this
infant movement, if we did not in this connection offer a few remarks on the geneml subject which
the Convention met to consider and the objects they seck to attzin. In doing so, we ae not
insensible that the bare mention of this traly important subject in any other than terms of
contemptuous ridicule and sconful disfavor, is likely to excite against us the futy of bigotry and the
folly of prejudice. A discussion of the rights of animals would be regarded with far more
complacency by many of what are called the "wise" and the "good" of our land, than would a
discussion of the rights of women. Ttis, in their estimation 10 be guilty of evil thoughts, to think that
woman is entitled (0 cqual rights with man. Many who have at last made the discovery that the
negroes have some rights as well as other members of the human family, have yet to be convinced
that women are enitled 10 any. Eight years ago a number of persons of this description actually
abandoned the anti-slavery cause, lest by giving their influence in that direction they might possibly
be giving countenance to the dangerous heresy that woman, in respect to ights, stands on an cqual
footing with man. In the judgment of such pessons the American slave system, with all its
concomitant hotrors, is less to be deplored than this "wicked" idea. It is perhaps necdless to say,
that we cherish ltde sympathy for such sentiments or respect for such prejudices,
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