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Colonial Religion and Culture: Swedes in New Sweden, New Jersey, and Delaware
Grade Level: Grades 9-12
United States History
Time Required: Two 40-minute class periods

Lesson Summary:

In this lesson, students analyze religious and cultural aspects of the colony of New Sweden and evaluate its impact  (e.g., social, political, and economic) on Colonial America. 
Objectives:

Students will be able to:

 1) analyze and explain the nature and scope of Swedish colonial settlements in North America;

 2) describe elements of the culture/daily life in the colony of New Sweden; and

 3) evaluate the short term and long term effects of New Sweden religion and culture on Colonial 
     America.
	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	New Sweden
1638
	Time Period
	West Jersey Colony
1676

	Joint-Stock Company: New Sweden Company
Royal Governor & Council
	Politeia/Regime
	Proprietary Colony
Representative Republic

	King/Queen of Sweden & Royal colonial officials
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	The Citizens

	Colonial Charter, Protestant doctrines and Swedish values
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	West Jersey Charter, 1676;
Quaker Book of Discipline

	Community, Protestant values, Industriousness
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Reflection to find the “Inner Light”

	


Key Terms:
Joint-Stock Companies: A means of financing colonization; consists of a group of people, each of whom put up a certain amount of capital in return for a stated number of shares.
Proprietary Colonies: Another means of establishing colonies; persons receiving a charter were the proprietors, or owners of the colony and could collect rents from settlers.
Historical Background: 
In the 17th century, Sweden was a “Great Power” in Europe.  By mid-century, the kingdom included part of Norway, all of Finland, and parts of Russia.  It also controlled portions of modern Poland, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, and Germany.  Perhaps inspired by the riches that other Great Powers gathered from overseas colonies, Sweden sought to extend its influence to the New World.  In 1637,  Swedish, Dutch, and German stockholders formed the New Sweden Company to trade for furs and tobacco in North America. 

The formation of the Company was the brainchild of Dutch, German, and Swedish investors who convinced Axel Oxenstierna, Chancellor of the Realm and Queen Christina’s regent, that Sweden stood to profit in the tobacco and fur trades of North America. Hoping to advance its world power status and become a dominant member of the European economic market, the Swedish government authorized the New Sweden Company to lead Sweden’s first New World expedition.

The Company’s first expedition sailed from Sweden under Peter Minuit, a former governor of the Dutch colony, New Netherland, centered on Manhattan Island.  The Swedish ships reached Delaware Bay in March, 1638, and the settlers began to build a fort at the site of present-day Wilmington.  Named Fort Christina, in honor of Sweden’s 12-year old queen, it became the first permanent European settlement in the Delaware Valley.  The twenty-five male settlers were joined by women and children in 1640, and in 1641, the settlement  was officially established as a venture of the New Sweden Company.

By 1642, the New Sweden Company became the sole property of the Swedish government. Though the colony had expanded and thrived since its start in 1638, the profits that were projected in 1637 were not forthcoming and as a result the Company’s private financiers relinquished their shares to the government. Now fully in control of their colony, the Swedish government appointed Johan Printz as the colony’s Governor.  

During the next seventeen years, twelve more Swedish expeditions ventured to New Sweden.  Eleven vessels and some 600 Swedes and Finns reached the colony, which consisted of farms and small settlements along the Delaware River in modern Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.

Under Johan Printz’s governorship, New Sweden achieved some success.  He extended settlement northward from Fort Christina along both sides of the Delaware River and built Fort Elfsborg (near present-day Salem, New Jersey) to seal the river against English and Dutch ships, improving the colony’s military and commercial prospects.   In addition, Swedish and Finnish colonists lived peacefully with their Dutch and Lenni Lenape neighbors, conducting trade and acquiring further land for the colony.  
However, between 1651-1653 New Sweden began to decline. The Swedish government had lost interest in its colony, as evidenced by the mother country not sending a single supply ship or any ship, from 1648-1654.   Part of this neglect was due to the fact that all of the colony’s supply ships, which for the first five years of Printz’s governorship came with some regularity, were commandeered by the Swedish government to help in its war against the Netherlands. 
Another reason for the colony’s decline occurred in 1647 with the arrival of Peter Stuyvesant, the new Governor of the Dutch colony of New Netherlands.  Stuyvesant was as quick to take action and defend his colony’s right to the Delaware as Printz was. Without supply ships and reinforcements, Printz was a lame-duck.  In addition, Governor Printz's autocratic rule left many settlers dissatisfied. Finally, a  “petition for reform” presented by New Sweden settlers was branded a "mutiny," by Printz, who brutally suppressed such opposition.  It would, however, lead to Governor Printz’s return to Sweden.

In 1654, Printz was succeeded by the colony's last governor, Johan Rising.  Soon after arriving in New Sweden, Rising attempted to remove Dutch territorial incursions into the colony by seizing Fort Casimir (present-day New Castle,  Delaware), below Fort Christina on the western shore of the river. With no gunpowder, Fort Casimir surrendered without a shot and was re-named Fort Trinity.

Peter Stuyvesan, governor of the Dutch capitol of New Amsterdam, retaliated the following summer, sending seven armed Dutch ships and 317 soldiers along the Delaware River. Realizing that resistance would be useless, the vastly outnumbered Swedes surrendered Fort Trinity and Governor Rising surrendered Fort Christina two weeks later.


Swedish sovereignty over New Sweden was at an end, but the Swedish and Finnish presence was very much in evidence. In fact, Governor Stuyvesant permitted the colonists to continue as a "Swedish Nation" and be governed by a court of their choosing, be free to practice their religion, organize their own militia, retain their land holdings and continue trading with the native people. This independent "Swedish Nation" continued until 1681 when the Englishman, William Penn received his charter for Pennsylvania and the three lower counties (present-day Delaware).
Anticipatory Set:

Teacher displays map of “Early European Settlements” in North America (via “Elmo” projection system) and has students respond to the following questions:

a.  Which countries founded settlements in North America?  What were their motivations for exploration

      and settlement in the New World?
b.  What settlements were founded by the English?  The French?

c.   What settlement did the Dutch start in 1625? 

d.   Which settlement was founded by Sweden in 1638? 
Do Now Activities:
1.  Map analysis re: New Netherlands and New Sweden; and

2.  Primary & secondary source analysis of New Sweden’s culture via “jigsaw” method.
Procedures:
I.  Map analysis:
a.  teacher distributes copies of map of New Netherlands and New Sweden colonies, along with focus
     questions; 
b.  teacher leads discussion of student responses to map questions.

II. Primary & secondary source analysis of New Sweden religion and culture via “jigsaw” method:
a.  teacher divides students into separate groups of 4-5 students;
b.  each group is given primary/secondary source excerpts and focus questions re New Sweden: 
-economic activities; 
-religious customs and practices;
-relations with Indians (trade/land acquisition/religious conversion efforts);
-elements of daily life: diet & meals/architecture/schooling for children; and
-political/territorial disputes with rival Dutch and English colonies.

c.  each student group analyzes its assigned element of New Sweden culture;

d.  designated members from each group then rotate to other groups to present and discuss their findings
     regarding New Sweden culture all groups have reviewed ;

e.  jigsaw method continues until each group has analyzed and discussed all primary/secondary sources

    describing cultural elements of New Sweden.


Homework:
Students research the “Churches of New Sweden” located on the Swedish Colonial Society’s website.  (www.colonialswedes.org) Students choose three Churches highlighted on this website and prepare a brief written summary highlighting Swedish religious values, practices, and traditions of the New Sweden settlers.
Assessment:
Day 1:  The “Whip Around Method” is utilized to reflect upon what students have learned so far on New Sweden and its culture.

Day 2:  As a take-home assessment, students prepare journal/diary entries chronicling their family’s experiences over a year-long period in New Sweden.  The journal entries must include descriptions of economic activities, relations with the Native American tribes, daily meals, religious observances, etc. 
Extensions:
1.  Develop a historical narrative/news report to a Dutch or Swedish newspaper, or a “You are There” dramatic interview recreating crucial events that led to Dutch Governor Peter Stuvesant’s forces conquering Swedish  military outposts at Fort Trinity and Fort Christina.
2.  Prepare brief power point presentation highlighting the causes and effects of the second Scandinavian immigration to the United States between 1867-1914.  Research should focus on Swedish migration to western states like Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, Texas, and California.
Resources:
1.  This lesson utilized historical maps from AIHE’s “Cicero” resource.   The maps entitled, “Early European Settlements” and “New Netherlands and New Sweden” can be accessed by going to “North American Colonies: Unit 3” and clicking on “Classroom Tools”—“Activities”—“Historical Maps.
2. Primary source documents used in this lesson can be accessed at the Penn State University Library’s digitalized historical collection entitled, “Unearthing the Past: Student Research on Pennsylvania History.  www.libraries.psu.edu/digital/pahistory/index.html.  Under the section entitled, “The Essays,” click on “New Sweden: A Brief History” to locate Elizabeth Covart’s essay and access the following primary sources:

*The Instructions for Governor Johan Printz


*Segments from Acrelius’s New Sweden


*Report of Governor Johan Rising, 1654


*Peter Lindstrom’s Geographia Americae

3.  Secondary source information utilized in this lesson regarding New Sweden’s housing/architecture is located
     at:


Duffes, Melissa Wells, William Burns, and Olivia Graf. "American Homes in the Colonial Era, 1492-1780: Styles of Domestic Architecture around the Colonies." The Greenwood Encyclopedia of Homes through American History. Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood Press, 2008. Daily Life Online. ABC-CLIO. 29 May 2010. <http://dailylife.greenwood.com/dle.aspx?k=7&x=GR3747&=p=GR3747-344&bc=>.
4.  Secondary source information utilized in this lesson regarding New Sweden’s food/diet is located at:



Oliver, Sandra L. "Food in Colonial and Federal America: Regional Foodways." Food in Colonial and Federal America. Santa Barbara, CA: Greenwood Press, 2005. Daily Life Online. ABC-CLIO. 29 May 2010. <http://dailylife.greenwood.com/dle.aspx?k=7&x=GR2988&=p=GR2988-1124&bc=>.

5.  Information utilized in this lesson regarding the churches of New Sweden can be accessed at the Swedish
     Colonial Society’s website.  www.colonialswedes.org
6.  Additional primary and secondary sources on New Sweden are listed below:

Alf Åberg. The People of New Sweden: Our Colony on the Delaware River. (Stockholm,

Bokförlaget Natur Och Kultur. 1988)

Susan E. Kelpp. “Encounter and Experiment.” Pennsylvania: A History of the

Commonwealth. Edited by Randall M. Miller and William Pencak. (University Park,

Pennsylvania, Penn State Press. 2002)

Algott Mattsson. New Sweden the Dream of an Empire. Translated by Jan Teeland and

Jeremy Franks. (Gothenburg, Sweden. Tre Böcker Förlag. 1987)

Stellan Dahlgren and Hans Norman. The Rise and Fall of New Sweden. Translated by

Marie Clark Nelson. (Sweden, Bohusläningens Boktryckeri. 1988)

“New Sweden: The 350th Anniversary of the Settlement of the Swedes and Finns in

Delaware.” (The University of Delaware Library. 1988)

The Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission.

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/ppet/morton/page1.asp?secid=31
The New Netherlands Project. http://www.nnp.org/
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