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“ The War of 1812 in a Day”
Grade Level: 9th Grade, Honors United States History I
Time Required: 80 minute block

Lesson Summary:  The War of 1812, though not often thought of as a “real” war brought about many changes in the United States. It gave us a national anthem, a military leader that would become president, and appreciation of our country that brings forth a feeling of nationalism and patriotism that hadn’t been felt since the American Revolution. Students will examine visuals of the White House on fire, view a video & listen to the song “Battle of New Orleans”, analyze political cartoons and primary sources and read a summary of the War of 1812.  The class will be placed in groups at different learning stations with fifteen minutes to complete each assignment.  In the previous class, an overview of the War of 1812 was discussed and the homework assignment to read the textbook portion of the War of 1812 to prepare students for today’s lesson.
Objectives:


The students will be able to: 


1.  Examine the causes and effects of the War of 1812.



2.  Compare and contrast varying political viewpoints toward the war.


3.  Diagram the major battles of the War of 1812.



4.  Explain the emergence of Andrew Jackson as a leader.

	
	BINARY PAIDEIA
	

	Great Britain
	Time Period
	United States

	Monarchy/Parliament
	Politeia/Regime
	Constitutional Republic

	Nobility
	Politeuma/Ruling Class
	White, Male Landowners

	Birth, Religion
	Paideia/What makes a society what it is

	Individualism, Constitution

	Absolutism, Order
	Virtue/ The highest moral excellence
	Freedom, Liberty

	


Key Terms:
Alliance


n.

A close association or an agreement
Impressment


v.

To force into military service
Prohibited


v.

To prevent, not allowed by law



War Hawks


n.

Person that is an advocate of war



Historical Background for the Teachers:


Just a few decades after its founding, the United States found itself involved in a major war. British imprisonment of American sailors (impressment), disputes over trade (Embargo Act), and conflicts in the Northwest Territory led to the War of 1812. The war tested not only the young nation’s resources and strength but the solidarity of its people as well. Despite their political divisions, Americans managed both to fight a war and get the country back on track in the war’s aftermath. The Treaty of Ghent ended the war in 1814 and restored prewar boundaries. Ultimately, Britain gained respect for the United States while Americans themselves experienced a stronger sense of national pride and are introduced to a new leader in Andrew Jackson.  
Anticipatory Set:


Students will view two images: one of the burning of the White House during the War of 1812 and the 
other, a sketch of the White House after the incident. On a note card, students will answer the essential 
question – What is the effect of the burning of a national monument?  Teacher will collect, read aloud 
answers and a short discussion will follow.
Do Now Activity:

Students will read a small excerpt in the textbook about how Dolley Madison saved treasures from the White House.  
Students will list in their journal, the top five things they would take out of their house if it were on fire and why. (Reading on powerpoint).
Procedures:

1.  Previous nights’ homework was read pages 224 – 227.

2.  Pictures will be projected on screen and students will begin by writing on note-cards (they will NOT 
be told that it is the White House).

3.  Students will discuss what they see in the pictures, compare and contrast and discuss how it relates to 
what they read the previous evening and how it feels to have a national monument destroyed.

4.  Students will then read a small selection about Dolley Madison and how she saved the painting of 
George Washington and students will add to their journal 5 things they would take from their house if it 
was on fire.

5.  Students will be given instructions to four learning stations that each will visit. Students will be 
divided into four groups of five. The classroom will 
have desks in pods (5 to a pod) and each will be 
prepared with an activity that the students will complete.  Students will spend 15 minutes at each pod to 
complete the assigned task.


* Learning Station 1 will have students analyze three political cartoons and determine the point 


of view of the creator.  Students will interpret the title, images and words and then summarize 


the purpose of 
each cartoon.


* Learning Station 2 will have a laptop computer for students to view a Youtube video of the 


“Lego’s Battle of New Orleans” found at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLjBOHskEpw and 


view the words to Johnny Horton’s song “The Battle of New Orleans.”  Students will discuss and 

analyze how this battle leads to national prominence for Andrew Jackson.  Students will 



complete accompanying worksheet. 
* Learning Station 3 will consist of a reading summarizing the events of the War of 1812.  The students will read the selection and complete accompanying worksheet. (Cicero Guided Readings/Secondary).
* Learning Station 4 will consist of the primary source document of American State Papers from the Library of Congress:

http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsp&fileName=003/llsp003.db&recNum=753.  
Students will have a hard copy as well as online access with a laptop.  Students will be instructed to read about the Treaty of Ghent and each will choose two Articles to summarize/translate into to current vernacular.  Then as a group students will prepare an organizational chart highlighting the features of the treaty.
Homework:

Students will diagram the major battles of the war on a blank map of the East Coast of the United States. 

Assessment:

The following day, students will write a one page essay in response to the following question: Why do you think Americans saw this unpopular war as a victory nonetheless? 
Extension:

As an exit ticket students will work in pairs to theorize if the war was worth the effort for the United States of America.  Students will list why or why not it was a possibility.
Resources:

Power-point presentation

Textbook: Holt American Anthem, p. 224

Cicero Secondary Reading: War of 1812


Library of Congress Online –


http://memory.loc.gov/cgi-bin/ampage?collId=llsp&fileName=003/llsp003.db&recNum=753

Youtube Online - http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLjBOHskEpw

Learning Station Worksheets

Authors of Lesson:


Karen Gill, Lauren Milanowicz, John Rofrano
LESSON REFLECTION FORM
Title of Lesson:  The War of 1812 in a Day
Date Used:  May 6, 2011
Teacher:  Karen Gill

Grade Level:  9th Honors U. S. History I


1.  Did you feel the lesson was effective and accomplished the objective(s)?  Why or why not?


Yes, I believe that the students were able to understand both the causes and effects of the war of 1812.  They were successful in their homework of locating and identifying battles and victories.  They also made the connection of military leadership propelling Andrew Jackson into political leadership.

2.  What worked well when teaching the lesson?


Students enjoyed the youtube Lego video.  When we discussed the following day they commented that they were surprised as to how much they interpreted from the lyrics and video.

3.  What did not work well and how can it be changed to improve the lesson?


Some students had difficulty with the primary source of the Treaty of Ghent and translating them into today’s languages.  I found that they needed more assistance than anticipated and the organizational charts did not get completed for all of the groups.  I might replace this station and work on it as a class.  My colleague, John Rofrano is going to make these changes when he teaches the lesson next week.

In addition, the last group at station 2 exited out of the youtube video and it took time to reload.  They were instructed to complete the assignment at home.  Next time I will save it to a flashdrive or cd. 


4.  How did students react to the lesson and how can you improve student engagement/experience?


Students were reluctant to switch stations if they weren’t finished, but enjoyed working in the pods.  They really enjoyed the exit ticket and wanted to discuss more, I will use this as the next day’s opening journal entry.  


5.  Did the assessment effectively measure the objectives?  If not, what needs to be revised?


Yes, students were able to complete well written essays discussing the historical value of the War of 1812 to include nationalism, respect from Great Britain, and new leadership.  They were able to make connections back to the Constitution and the importance of working together despite differences in opinion. 
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